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PUBLIC LAWS, FIRST REGULAR SESSION· 1993 

Sec. 7. Effective date. This Act takes effect 
January 1, 1995. 

Effective January 1, 1995. 

CHAPTER 25 

H.P. 34 - L.D. 37 

An Act to Amend the Laws Safeguarding 
Production of Ground Water 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1. 32 MRSA §3501, sub-§6 is enacted to 
read: 

6. Installation of well pumps. A person licensed 
under this subchapter who performs the initial installa
tion of a pump in a well, as defined in section 4700-E, 
subsection 8, shall install that pump in compliance with 
the code of performance adopted by the Maine Water 
Well Drilling Commission pursuant to section 4700-H, 
subsection 5. Any person licensed under this subchapter 
who performs the initial installation of a water well pump 
in violation of that code of performance commits a civil 
violation punishable by a fine of not more than $1,000. 

Sec. 2. 32 MRSA §4700-E, sub-§1, as enacted 
by PL 1991, c. 455, Pt. B, §1, is amended to read: 

1. Apprentice well driller. "Apprentice well 
driller" means a person who is engaged in ietuning and 
assisting in the dr illing f'f wells or the installing f'f ptlmps 
to work at and learn the trade of well drilling under the 
direct supervision of a master or journeyman well driller. 

Sec. 3. 32 MRSA §4700·E, sub-§3-A is en
acted to read: 

3-A. Geotechnical driller. "Geotechnical driller" 
means a person doing the work of drilling, driving or 
boring ground water monitoring wells. 

Sec. 4. 32 MRSA §4700-E, sub-§§4, 5 and 7 
to 9, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 455, Pt. B, §1, are amended 
to read: 

4. Journeyman well driller. "Journeyman well 
driller" means a person whf' ean work alf'ne tlnder the 
direetif'n f'f a master driller doing the work of drilling, 
driving or boring wells who is in the employment of a 
master well driller. 

5. Master well driller. "Master well driller" means 
an indi, idtlal qtlalified tlnder this ehapter tf' stlpe" ise 
the aettlal drilling f'peratif'ns, maintain order at the drill 
ing site, ef'nstrtlet wells in a pmfessif'nal manner and 
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aeeept respf'nsibilities ffir that stlpe! ,isif'n a person, firm 
or corporation engaged in the business of drilling, driv
ing or boring wells. The registration of a master well 
driller under this chapter must specify the name of the 
person registered. In the case of a firm, the person regis
tered as a master well driller must be a member or em
ployee of the firm. In the case of a corporation, the 
person registered as a master well driller must be an 
employee of the corporation or an officer of the corpo
ration. 

7. Pump installer. "Pump installer" means a per
son w hf' is qtlalified tf' engage in the installatiem, Ie 

mf',alor repair of a ptlmp, firm or corporation that per
forms the initial installation of a pump in a well. The 
registration of a pump installer under this chapter must 
specify the name of the person registered. In the case of 
a firm, the person registered as a pump installer must be 
a member or employee of the firm. In the case of a 
corporation, the person registered as a pump installer 
must be an employee of the corporation or an officer of 
the corporation. The term "pump installer" does not 
include a person, firm or corporation that removes, re
places or repairs a pump in an existing well. A person 
who is licensed under chapter 49 as a master plumber is 
not required to register with the commission as a pump 
installer. 

8. Well or water well. "Well" or "water well" 
means an artifieial exea,atif'n drilled by any methf'd ffir 
the ptllpf'Se f'f extraeting water fmm undergrf'tlnd. means 
any hole drilled, driven or bored into the earth used to 
extract drinking water. The terms "well" and "water 
well" do not include: 

A. Dug wells; 

B. Monitoring wells; 

C. Wells constructed exclusively for the relief of 
artesian pressure at hydroelectric projects; 

D. Wells constructed for temporary dewatering 
purposes; 

E. Wells constructed for the purposes of extract
ing oil, gas or brine; and 

F. Wells on private property for private use that 
are constructed by the property owner or lessee of 
the property. 

9. Well driller. "Well driller" means an individtlal 
who, ffir ef'mpensatif'n, partieipates in the physieal ef'n 
strtletif'n f'f a "ell an apprentice well driller, journeyman 
well driller or master well driller. 

Sec. 5. 32 MRSA §4700-E, sub·§10, as en
acted by PL 1991, c. 455, Pt. B, §1, is repealed. 
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Sec. 6. 32 MRSA §4700·F, snb.§l, as enacted 
by PL 1991, c. 455, Pt. B, §1, is amended to read: 

1. Applicability. The provisions of this chapter 
apply to all water wells constructed in the State after 
January 1, 1994, exee1't fur. 

A. Wells e(}nstr tteted exelttsiv el) fur the r eHef (}f 
artesian 1'ressttre at lrydweleetrie 1'r~eets; 

B. 'NeIls e(}nstrtteted f(}! tem1'mary de~atering 1'ttr 
~ 

C. Wells e(}nstrtteted fur ttse in the drilling (}f (}i1, 
gas m brine ~ells, and 

D. Wells e(}nstrtteted (}n 1'r i v ate 1'r (}1'er t:ll b:ll the 
1'fe1'ert:ll e~ner m ieasee (}f the 1'r(}1'ert) and in 
tended fer 1'ri v ate tlse. 

Sec. 7. 32 MRSA §4700·G, snb.§2, as enacted 
by PL 1991, c. 455, Pt. B, §1, is amended to read: 

2. Membership. The commission consists of the 
Director of the Division of Health Engineering within 
the Department of Human Services or the director's des
ignee; the Director of the Maine Geological Surveyor 
the director's designee; the Commissioner of Transpor
tation or the commissioner's designee; and 4 public mem
bers, 3 of whom must be well drillers. One well driller 
must be a member (}f the Test Berer's A;sseeiatien 
geotechnical driller. 

Sec. 8. 32 MRSA §4700·H, snb·§l·A is en
acted to read: 

I·A. Administer examinations. The commission 
shall develop and administer all examinations required 
by section 4700-1, subsection 4. All examinations must 
be written examinations and must test an applicant's 
knowledge of the principles of water well drilling, aban
donment of water wells and the installation of water well 
pumps. 

Sec. 9. 32 MRSA §4700·H, snb·§§4 and 5, as 
enacted by PL 1991, c. 455, Pt. B, §1, are amended to 
read: 

4. Revoke registration. If the commission deter
mines a violation of this chapter, the well driller code of 
performance or other laws and rules in effect, including 
the water well information laws, Title 12, section 550-B, 
has occurred, the commission shall notify the responsible 
water well driller and ~ater ~ell e(}ntraetm pump in
staller by certified or registered mail of the violation and 
order them to correct the violation within a period of 60 
days following receipt of notification. If the violation is 
not corrected within 60 days, the commission may re
voke the registration of the responsible party or parties. 
A registrant who receives a written notice of a violation 
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or of a revocation of registration under this subsection 
may request a hearing before the commission. The com
mission shall conduct such hearings and issue its decision 
within 30 days of the request. A decision of the commis
sion under this subsection is a final agency action. 

5. Adopt code of performance. The commission 
shall adopt a rules establishing a minimum code of per
formance for well drillers, ~ell drilling eentl!letms and 
pump installers. The code of performance must set forth 
appropriate minimum standards of professional conduct 
for well drillers, ~ell drilling wntr!leters and pump in
stallers. 

Sec. 10. 32 MRSA §4700·I, snb·§§l and 2, as 
enacted by PL 1991, c. 455, Pt. B, §1, are amended to 
re~: ' 

1. Fees. The commission shall establish registra
tion fees sufficient to recover reasonable costs of admin
istering this chapter, including costs associated with the 
development and administration of examinations. A reg
istration fee is not required for apprentice well driller (}f 
1'ttm1' inst!lller registration. 

2. Registration. An applicant for registration shall 
submit to the commission, on a form provided by the 
commission, a written application for registration con
taining such information as the commission requires. The 
commission shall register an applicant for well driller 
registration as either a master well driller or a journey
man well driller and applicants for pump installer as ei
ther !I m!lster 1'ttm1' installer er !I jettrne)m!ln pump in
staller, based on the following criteria. 

A. A master well driller must have a minimum of 
3 years experience in well drilling in the St!lte and 
have worked an average of 1,000 hours per year as 
a journeyman well driller for each of those years. 

B. A journeyman well driller must have at least 
one year experience in well drilling and have 
worked at least 1,000 hours during that year as an 
apprentice well driller. 

C. A tmmer pump installer must have a minimum 
of 3 years experience as a pump installer in--the 
State and have worked at least ±;ee9 350 hours as 
a jettrne)m!ln pump installer during those years. 

D. A jetlrnqman 1'ttm1' inst!llleI mttst h!lve a mini 
mttm ef (}ne ) e!lI eX1'erienee as !I 1'ttm1' installer in 
the St!lte !lnd have vve!ked !It Je!lst 350 hettr8 dttr 
ing tit !It :II e!lI !IS !In !l1'1'1 entiee. 

The commission shall register a well driller or pump in
staller applicant who is not eligible for registration under 
paragraphs A to B ~ as an apprentice. 

Sec. 11. 32 MRS A §4700.I, snb·§4 is enacted 
to read: 
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4. Examinations. After January 1, 1994, a person 
must successfully complete a written examination admin
istered by the commission in order to: 

A. Initially register as a pump installer or as a 
journeyman or master well driller; 

B. Upgrade from an apprentice to a journeyman 
well driller; and 

C. Upgrade from a journeyman to a master well 
driller. 

A person licensed under chapter 49 as a master plumber 
is not required to complete an examination to perform 
the work of a pump installer. 

Sec. 12. 32 MRSA §4700·J, as enacted by PL 
1991, c. 455, Pt. B, §1, is repealed and the following en
acted in its place: 

§4700·J. Registration; well drillers and pump installers 

Effective January 1, 1994, a person may not en
gage in the business of constructing water wells within 
the State or engage in the initial installation of a pump in 
a water well unless registered with the commission. An 
applicant for registration must complete a registration 
form supplied by the commission, successfully complete 
any examination required by this chapter and pay an 
annual registration fee established by the commission. 
The person so registered shall display on each side of the 
drilling rig or the pump installer vehicle a seal issued by 
the commission indicating that person's registration num
ber and the current year of registration. A person li
censed under chapter 49 as a master plumber is not re
quired to register with the commission to perform the 
work of a pump installer. 

Sec. 13. 32 MRSA §4700·M is enacted to read: 

§4700·M. Reciprocity 

The commission may issue a registration without 
examination, in a comparable classification, to any per
son who holds a registration or license in any state, terri
tory or possession of the United States or any country, if 
the commission determines that the requirements for reg
istration of well drillers or pump installers under which 
the person's registration was issued do not conflict with 
this chapter or the code of performance adopted by the 
commission under this chapter. 

Sec. 14. Grandfather clause; transition. A 
person who meets the requirements set forth in the Maine 
Revised Statutes, Title 32, section 4700-1 and applies for 
registration to the Maine Water Well Drilling Commis
sion on or before January 1, 1994 must be registered by 
the commission at the appropriate registration level and 
is not required to take a written examination. Thereaf-
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ter, a person applying for a new registration or an up
grade of a registration level must successfully complete a 
written examination pursuant to Title 32, section 4700-1, 
subsection 4. 

Sec. 15. Effective date. Those sections of this 
Act that amend the Maine Revised Statues, Title 32, 
sections 4700-E, 4700-K and 4700-1 take effect January 
1,1994. 

See title page for effective date, unless otherwise 
indicated. 

CHAPTER 26 

H.P. 20· L.O. 22 

An Act to Permit the Use of AIl·terrain Vehicles 
by Law Enforcement Officers 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §7857, sub·§24, 11:0, as 
amended by PL 1985, c. 762, §20, is further amended to 
read: 

D. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection 
5: 

(1) Properly registered ATV's may operate 
on a public way only the distance necessary, 
but in no case to exceed 300 yards, on the 
extreme right of the traveled way for the 
purpose of crossing, as directly as possible, a 
public way, sidewalk or culvert; 

(2) Properly registered ATV's may operate 
on a public way only the distance necessary, 
but in no case to exceed 500 yards, on the 
extreme right of the traveled way for the 
sole purpose of crossing, as directly as pos
sible, a bridge, overpass or underpass, pro
vided that that operation can be made in 
safety and that it does not interfere with traf
fic approaching from either direction on the 
public way; 

(3) A TV's may operate on any portion of !! 
public WftY8 way when the public way has 
been closed in accordance with Title 23, sec
tion 2953; 

(4) ATV's may operate on a public way 
whieh that is not maintained or utilized for 
the operation of conventional motor ve
hicles, except that operation on the left side 
of the way shltll be lli prohibited during the 
hours from sunset to sunrise; 


