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subsection 1, paragraph B, subparagraph (6); a ve
hicle operated by a chief of police, a sheriff or a 
deputy sheriff; and a vehicle operated by a quali
fied deputy sheriff or other qualified individual per
forming court security-related functions and ser
vices must emit a blue light or a combination of 
blue and white light. No other vehicle may be 
equipped with or display a blue light, except that 
on any vehicle, or replica of a vehicle, manufac
tured prior to 1952 and registered under section 
114, the taillight may contain a blue or purple in
sert of not more than one inch in diameter. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 9 

H.P. 38 • L.D. 46 

An Act Concerning Installation of Propane 
Gas Water Heaters 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1. 32 MRSA §3301, sub·§5·A is enacted 
to read: 

5-A. Propane gas installer. A "propane gas in
staller" means a person carrying a certification of qualifi
cation issued by the person's employer pursuant to the 
training requirements and qualifications required by Na
tional Fire Protection Association Code Number 58, sub
section 1-6 "Qualification of Personnel," 1992 edition. 

Sec. 2. 32 MRSA §3302, sub·§1, ilB, as en
acted by PL 1977, c. 469, §6, is amended to read: 

B. Plumbing by oil burner men technicians, duly 
licensed under chapter 33, and propane gas install
~ provided that this exception only applies to 
hot and cold water connections to existing piping 
in the same room where Iln oil btuner is being 
instlllled the installation is taking place and does 
not apply beyond any existing branch connection 
supplying water; and 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTERlO 

H.P.161· L.D. 213 

An Act Concerning the Employment of Personnel 
by the Department of Inland Fisheries 

and Wildlife 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 
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Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §7034, sub·§2.A, as amended 
by PL 1985, c. 785, Pt. B, §69, is further amended to 
read: 

2-A. Employment of personnel. The commissioner 
shall employ, subject to the Civil Service Law, such em
ployees as are necessary to carry out the duties of 1m 
orgllnillltion the department, except that persons in the 
following positions shftH-be are appointed by and serve 
at the pleasure of the commissioner: Deputy Commis
sioner; Game Warden Colonel; and Assistant to the Com
missioner for Public Information. 

The Game Warden Colonel shftH-be ~ appointed from 
among the game wardens of the department l19ith the 
rllnk of sergellnt or higher. In the event that the Game 
Warden Colonel is not reappointed, he shfill hllve the 
Game Warden Colonel has the right to be restored to 
the classified position from which he shllll hllve been the 
Game Warden Colonel was promoted or to a position 
equivalent thereffi in salary grade in an agency, without 
impairment of 1m personnel status or the loss of senior
ity, retirement or other rights to which uninterrupted 
service in the classified position would have entitled him 
the Game Warden Colonel. If hffl service in that unclas
sified supervisory position shllll hllve been ~ terminated 
for cause, hffl the right to be S6 restored ~ to that 
position must be determined by the State Civil Service 
Appeals Board. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTERll 

H.P. 9· L.D.16 

An Act to Authorize Financing of Solid Waste 
Districts on a Per Capita or a State 

Valuation Basis 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the 
Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after 
adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

Whereas, methods of financing refuse districts that 
are flexible and that accommodate regional differences 
are necessary for effective municipal waste management; 
and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these 
facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Con
stitution of Maine and require the following legislation 
as immediately necessary for the preservation of the pub
lic peace, health and safety; now, therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. L 38 MRS A §1724, sub-§1, as enacted by 
PL 1983, c. 820, §2, is amended to read: 



CHAPTER 11 

1. Authorization. All of the affairs of a disposal 
district ldt8H must be managed by an appointed board of 
directors iVhieh shall eelnsist that consists of not less than 
3 directors, elf nelt less than 5 diI eetelts in dispels a} dis 
triets in, eliv in!; mel! ethan elne mtlnieipality. The exact 
number of directors ldt8H must be determined in accord
ance with section 1721. Each director !!haH-be ~ entitled 
to the number of votes whieh that corresponds to the 
level of population in hi8 that director's municipality as 
set forth in the following table, unless an alternative 
method of apportioning votes is approved by a majority 
vote of the municipal officers representing each member 
of the disposal district prior to or at the time of forma
tion. 

Population 

0-1,000 
1,001 - 2,500 
2,501 - 5,000 

5,001 - 10,000 
10,001 - 15,000 
15,001 - 25,000 
25,001 - 35,000 
35,001 - 50,000 
50,001 - 65,000 

65,001 and over 

No. of Votes 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 

A director may not split hi8 votes. In the event a munici
pality has more than one director, directors from that 
municipality shall share equally the number of votes for 
that municipality. A determination of popUlation ldt8H 
must be made based upon the latest official Decennial 
Census of the United States by the United States Bureau 
of Census. A disposal district may alter the number of 
its directors by submitting the proposed alteration to the 
voters in the same manner as provided in section 1721, 
subsection 7. No municipality within any disposal dis
trict may have less than one director. A quorum of the 
directors may conduct the affairs of the district even if 
there is a vacancy on the board of directors. A quorum 
is defined as a simple majority of eligible and appointed 
directors, provided that a majority of the member mu
nicipalities are represented. A simple majority of direc
tors present and voting may conduct the affairs of the 
district. 

Sec. 2. 38 MRSA §1726.A, sub·§4, lIA, as 
enacted by PL 1989, c. 861, is amended to read: 

A. When the question is submitted prior to the 
issuance of any indebtedness by the district, the 
directors may decide that approval of such an as
sessment article by the voters of a municipality is a 
condition of each municipality's continuance as a 
member of the district, in which case the ballots 
must include a statement that municipalities that 
fail to vote in favor of the proposed assessment 
article are no longer members of the district if the 
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board determines that it is feasible or practical to 
constitute a district as a geographic unit made up 
of the municipalities voting in favor of the pro
posed assessment article. The ballots must also 
state that if the article is apprel,ed the assessments 
eaell year mtlst be alleleated ameln!; the mtlnieipali 
ties that are then members elf the distriet in P!el 
pelf tieln tel the melst reeent state ,altlatieln elf thelse 
mtlnieipalities in aeeelrdanee with the ffl!mtlla es 
t!tblished tlnder seetiem 1754 the method to be used 
to allocate assessments among the member mu
nicipalities if the article is approved. The ballot 
may not contain a specific fractional share of the 
assessment to be borne by each member munici
pality. The votes must be counted in each munici
pality and the affirmative vote of a simple majority 
of votes cast in each municipality is' required to 
grant the district assessment powers over all of the 
municipalities in the district. When 3 or more mu
nicipalities are involved in the voting and at least 2 
have voted to approve the assessment article sub
mitted to them, rejection of the proposed assess
ment article by one or more municipalities does 
not defeat the assessment power with respect to 
the municipalities voting in favor of it if the board 
determines that it is feasible or practical to consti
tute a district made up of the municipalities voting 
in favor of the article as a geographic unit. In that 
event, the board shall, immediately after making 
its findings, issue an amended certificate of organi
zation in the name of the district for a district com
posed only of the municipalities voting in favor of 
the assessment article. Upon the issuance of a 
certificate the municipalities not approving the as
sessment article are no longer members of the dis
trict. The original of the amended certificate must 
be delivered to the directors of the district and a 
copy of the certificate attested by the Celmmissielner 
elf En,iYelnmenta} Plelteetiem Executive Director 
of the Waste Management Agency must be filed 
and recorded in the office of the Secretary of State. 
The issuance of the certificate by the board is con
clusive evidence of the lawful reorganization of the 
district. If the board determines that it is not fea
sible or practical to constitute the district as a geo
graphic unit composed of the municipalities voting 
affirmatively on the article, the district continues 
to exist with no assessment power and the munici
palities that did not approve the assessment article 
remain members of the district. 

Sec. 3. 38 MRS A §1726.A, sub·§5, as enacted 
by PL 1989, c. 861, is amended to read: 

S. Guaranteed bonds. If the district has been 
authorized to issue guaranteed notes and bonds pursu
ant to section 1754, a contract between the district and a 
member municipality pursuant to this section may au
thorize the district to issue notes and bonds that are guar-
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anteed pro rata by that member municipality. In these 
~ If the district established the share of liability of 
each member municipality for guaranteed notes and 
bonds using the valuation method set forth in section 
1754, subsection 4, paragraph A, the pro rata share of 
liability of each member municipality authorizing the dis
trict to issue guaranteed notes and bonds must be estab
lished in accordance with a fraction, the numerator of 
which is the most recent state valuation of all property of 
the member municipality authorizing the district to issue 
the guaranteed notes and bonds and the denominator of 
which is the most recent state valuation of all property 
located within all the member municipalities authorizing 
the district to issue the guaranteed notes and bonds. If 
the district established the share of liability of each mem
ber municipality for guaranteed notes and bonds using 
the per capita method set forth in section 1754, subsec
tion 4, paragraph B, the pro rata share of liability of each 
member municipality authorizing the district to issue guar
anteed notes and bonds must be established in accord
ance with a fraction, the numerator of which is the most 
recent census of all residents of the member municipality 
authorizing the district to issue the guaranteed notes and 
bonds and the denominator of which is the most recent 
census of all residents of all the member municipalities 
authorizing the district to issue the guaranteed notes and 
bonds. A member municipality's fractional share of lia
bility for guaranteed notes and bonds authorized pursu
ant to these contracts may be different from that mem
ber municipality's fractional share of liability for guaran
teed notes and bonds calculated pursuant to section 1754. 
The guarantee provisions of this section apply to districts 
providing limited waste disposal services under this sec
tion that have authority to issue bonds and notes guaran
teed by member municipalities. A member municipality 
may not be required to guarantee any portion of the 
indebtedness issued by a district providing limited waste 
disposal services under this section unless the municipal
ity has entered into a contract providing for such a guar
antee pursuant to this section. 

Sec. 4. 38 MRSA §1754, sub.§l, as enacted by 
PL 1983, c. 820, §2, is amended to read: 

1. Guarantee of bonds and notes. Subject to ap
proval by a vote of the inhabitants of the district, as 
provided in subsection 2 or 3, the district board of direc
tors may provide by resolution for the issuance, at one 
time or from time to time, of guaranteed notes and bonds 
of the district for any purpose for which the district may 
issue debt. Except as otherwise provided, notes and 
bonds issued by the district, in accordance with this sec
tion, :mml must be authorized, issued and sold in the 
same manner as; and slntH--be subject to the other provi
sions of; this subchapter relating to notes and bonds. 
The principal, premiums, if any, and interest on notes 
and bonds issued under this section :mml must be guar
anteed by the member municipalities of the district; and 
the full faith and credit of the member municipalities 
:mml must be pledged for the guarantee provided in this 
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section. The share of liability of each member munici
pality for the guaranteed notes and bonds :mml must be 
established in accordance with a ftaeti~n, the ntlmerat~r 
~f ~hieh is the m~st reeent state valtlftti~n ~f all property 
within the member mtlnieipality, and the denominator ~f 
~hieh is the m~st reeent t~tal state valtlftti~n ~f all pr~p 
erty l~eated within the member mtlnieipalities ~f the dis 
triet either the valuation method established under sub
section 4, paragraph A or the per capita method estab
lished under subsection 4, paragraph B. 

Sec. 5. 38 MRSA §1754, sub·§2, YC is enacted 
to read: 

C. To see if the residents of the town (or city) of 
(name of town or city) will authorize the board of 
directors of (name of district or proposed district) 
to proportionally allocate liability for notes (or 
bonds) of the district based on the (most recent 
state valuation of property, or the most recent cen
sus of residents) of (name of town or city). 

Sec. 6. 38 MRSA §1754, sub·§§4 and 5 are 
enacted to read: 

4. Establishing share of liability among members. 
A district shall establish the share of liability of each 
member municipality for guaranteed notes and bonds 
issued under this section as either: 

A. A fraction, the numerator of which is the most 
recent state valuation of all property within the 
member municipality and the denominator of which 
is the most recent state valuation of all property 
located within the member municipalities of the 
district; or 

B. A fraction, the numerator of which is the most 
recent census of all residents of the member mu
nicipality and the denominator of which is the most 
recent census of all residents of the member mu
nicipali ties of the district. 

The fractional method used to establish the share of lia
bility for guaranteed notes and bonds must be the same 
for all of the district's member municipalities. 

5. Changes in method for sharing liability apply 
prospectively. The fractional share of liability among 
member municipalities in effect at the time a guaranteed 
note or bond is issued is the fractional share of liability 
in effect for the term of that note or bond. An article 
authorizing a district to issue guaranteed notes or bonds 
may be amended to change the method used by that 
district to allocate liability for bonds and notes only by 
submitting that question to the inhabitants of the district 
in the same manner as that prescribed in the Maine Re
vised Statutes, Title 38, section 1754. If a change in the 
method used to allocate liability for bonds and notes is 
approved by the inhabitants of the district, the new 
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method of allocation is effective only for notes or bonds 
issued after the date the change is approved by the in
habitants of the district. 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this Act takes effect when ap
proved. 

Effective March 23, 1993. 

CHAPTER 12 

H.P. 241- L.D. 320 

An Act to Extend the Reporting Date of the Task 
Force on Mental Health Education and Licensure 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the 
Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after 
adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

Whereas, the reporting deadline of the Task Force 
on Mental Health Education and Licensure is February 
1, 1993; and 

Whereas, the task force requires additional time 
to complete its work and the deadline must be extended; 
and 

Whereas, this extension must occur before the 
expiration of the 90-day period; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these 
facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Con
stitution of Maine and require the following legislation 
as immediately necessary for the preservation of the pub
lic peace, health and safety; now, therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1. PL 1991, c. 781, Pt. B, §2, 2nd ,-r, last 
sentence is amended to read: 

The task force shall convene no later than August 1, 1992 
and issue its final report, with statutory recommenda
tions, no later than Febrtl!try May 1, 1993 to the Gover
nor, the joint standing committee of the Legislature hav
ing jurisdiction over education matters, the joint stand
ing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over 
human resources matters and the advisory boards and 
commissions with jurisdiction over substance abuse and 
mental health. 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this Act takes effect when ap
proved. 

Effective March 23, 1993. 
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CHAPTER 13 

S.P. 251· L.D. 770 

An Act to Amend the Confidentiality Provisions 
of the Maine Juvenile Code 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the 
Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after 
adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

Whereas, Medicaid funds for services to juveniles 
served by the Department of Corrections may not be 
made available unless the Department of Corrections is 
permitted to provide presently confidential information 
to the Department of Human Services; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these 
facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Con
stitution of Maine and require the following legislation 
as immediately necessary for the preservation of the pub
lic peace, health and safety; now, therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1. 34·A MRSA §3003, sub·§1, as amended 
by PL 1991, c. 314, §27, is further amended to read: 

1. Limited disclosure. All orders of commit
ment, medical and administrative records, applications 
and reports, and facts contained in them, pertaining to 
any person receiving services from the department, must 
be kept confidential and may not be disclosed by any 
person, except that criminal history record information 
may be disseminated in accordance with Title 16, chap
ter 3, subchapter VIII, and documents, other than those 
documents pertaining to information obtained by the de
partment for the purpose of evaluating a client's ability 
to participate in a community-based program or from 
informants in a correctional or detention facility for the 
purpose of determining whether facility rules have been 
violated, or a victim's request for notice of release, may 
be disclosed: 

A. To any person, if the person receiving services, 
that person's legal guardian, if any, or, if that per
son is a minor, that person's parent or legal guard
ian, gives informed written consent to the disclo
sure of the documents referred to in this subsec
tion after being given the opportunity to review 
the documents sought to be disclosed; 

B. To any state agency if necessary to carry out 
the statutory functions of that agency; 

C. If ordered by a court of record, subject to any 
limitation in the Maine Rules of Evidence, Rule 
503; and 


