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PUBLIC LAWS, SECOND REGULAR SESSION - 1991 

13. Fee waiver. An issuing authority may waive 
the permit fee for a permit issued to a law enforcement 
officer certified by the Maine Criminal Justice Academy. 

Sec. 5. 25 MRS A §2003, sub-§14 is enacted to 
read: 

14. Lapsed permit. A person may apply for re­
newal of a permit at the permit renewal rate at any time 
within 6 months after expiration of a permit. A person 
who applies for a permit more than 6 months after the 
expiration date of the permit last issued to that person 
must submit an original application and pay the original 
application fee. 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this Act takes effect when ap­
proved. 

Effective April 9, 1992. 

CHAPTER 866 

H.P. 1428 - L.D. 2040 

An Act to Increase the Penalties for Committing 
Repeated Crimes against the Person and 

Repeated Acts of Domestic Violence 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1. 17-A MRS A §212 is enacted to read: 

§2U. Classification of offenses against tbe person 

1. A violation of this chapter committed against a 
member of the actor's family or household that would 
otherwise be a Class D crime is a Class C crime if the 
actor has 2 or more prior Maine convictions for viola­
tions of any combination of this chapter or of Title 19, 
section 769. For purposes of this section, the dates of 
the prior convictions must precede the commission of 
the offense being enhanced by no more than 5 years, 
although both prior convictions may have occurred on 
the same date. The date of a conviction is deemed to be 
the date that sentence is imposed, even though an appeal 
was taken. The date of a commission of the offense 
being enhanced is presumed to be that date stated in the 
complaint, information or indictment, notwithstanding the 
use of the words "on or about" or the equivalent. 

2. It is an affirmative defense to prosecution un­
der this section that a victim of any of the prior offenses 
was not a member of the actor's family or household. 

3. As used in this section, "member of the actor's 
family or household" means the actor's spouse or former 
spouse, an individual presently or formerly living together 
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with the actor as spouse, the natural parent of the actor's 
child, an adult household member related to the actor 
by consanguinity or affinity and an individual pres­
ently or formerly living together with the actor as a 
sexual partner. Professing to be a spouse is not neces­
sary to constitute "living as spouses." 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 867 

H.P.1560 - L.D. 2198 

An Act to Discourage me gal Dumping of Waste 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1. 38 MRSA §423-C is enacted to read: 

§423·C. Registered owner's liability for vebicle illegally 
discbarging waste 

A person who is a registered owner of a vehicle at 
the time that vehicle is involved in a violation of section 
423-A commits a civil violation subject to the provisions 
of section 349, subsection 2, except as provided in sub­
section 4. For purposes of this section, "registered owner" 
includes a person issued a dealer or transporter registra­
tion plate. 

1. Report violation; investigation. A person who 
observes a violation of section 423·A may report the 
violation to a police officer. If a report is made, the 
person shall report the time and the location of the vio­
lation and the registration plate number and a descrip­
tion of the vehicle involved. The officer shall initiate an 
investigation of the reported violation and, if possible, 
contact the registered owner of the motor vehicle in­
volved and request that the registered owner supply in­
formation identifying the operator. 

2. Summons. The investigating officer may cause 
the registered owner of the vehicle to be served with a 
summons for a violation of this section. 

3. Registered owner not operator. Except as pro­
vided in subsection 4, it is not a defense to a violation of 
this section that a registered owner was not operating 
the vehicle at the time of the violation. 

4. Defenses. The following are defenses to a vio­
lation of this section. 

A. If a person other than the owner is convicted 
of operating the vehicle at the time of the viola­
tion in violation of section 423-A, the registered 
owner may not be found in violation of this sec­
tion. 


