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PUBLIC LAWS 

OF THE 

STATE OF MAINE 
AS PASSED AT THE 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION 

of the 

ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE 

1991 



CHAPTER 814 

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 
TOTAL $33,885 

$60,142 TOTAL ALLOCATIONS 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 815 

S.P. 889· L.D. 2282 

An Act to Reqnire Insnrance Companies to 
Honor Assignment of Medical Benefits for Clients 

of the Department of Hnman Services 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1. 22 MRSA §14, snb·§2·H is enacted to 
read: 

2·H. Honoring of assignments. The following pro
visions apply to claims for payment submitted by the 
department or a health Care provider. 

A. Whenever a participating health care provider 
or the department submits claims to an insurer,.as 
defined in Title 24-A. section 4, or to a health maIn
tenance organization on behalf of a Medicaid or 
Maine Health Program recipient for whom an as
signment of rights has been received, or whose 
rights have been assigned by the operation of law, 
the insurer or health maintenance organization do
ing business in the State must respond within 60 
days of receipt of a claim by forwarding pay~ent 
or issuing a notice of denial directly to the submitter 
of the claim. 

B. Whenever a nonparticipating health care pro
vider or the department on behalf of a nonpartici
pating provider submits claims to an insurer,. as 
defined in Title 24-A. section 4, or a health maIn
tenance organization that operates through a se
ries of participation agreements on behalf of a Med
icaid or Maine Health Program recipient for whom 
an assignment of rights has been received or whose 
rights have been assigned by the operation of law, 
the insurer or health maintenance organization do
ing business in the State must respond within 60 
days of receipt of a claim by forwarding payment, 
issuing a notice of denial or issuing a copy of the 
explanation of benefits directly to the submitter of 
the claim. 

See title page for effective date. 

1940 

PUBLIC LAWS, SECOND REGULAR SESSION· 1991 

CHAPTER 816 

H.P.1536· L.D. 2169 

An Act to Ensure that Funds Collected from 
Restitution are Deposited in Interest.bearing 

Accounts 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1. 17·A MRSA §1326, as amended by PL 
1991, c. 90, is further amended to read: 

§1326. Time and method ofrestitution 

When restitution is authorized, the time and 
method of payment or of the performance of the se:
vices must be specified. Except when the offender IS 

placed on probation, monetary compensation may be or
dered paid to the office of the prosecuting attorney who 
is prosecuting the case or to the clerk of the court. If the 
offender is placed on probation, the compensation may 
be ordered paid to the Department of Corrections, Divi
sion of Probation and Parole. The state agency receiving 
the restitution shall deposit any money received in the 
account maintained by the State Treasurer for deposit of 
state agency funds, from which funds are daily trans
ferred to an investment account and invested. Interest 
accrued on that money is the property of and accrues to 
the State for deposit in the General Fund. The agency 
receiving the restitution shall make the disbursement to 
the victim or other authorized claimant as soon as pos
sible after the agency receives the money. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 817 

H.P. 1502 • L.D. 2114 

An Act to Amend Certain Laws Pertaining to the 
Department of Environmental Protection's 

Bureau of Hazardous Materials and Solid Waste 
Control 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the 
Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after 
adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

Whereas, serious inequities exist between the 
Maine Coastal and Inland Surface Oil Clean-up Fund 
and the Ground Water Oil Clean-up Fund statutes as a 
result of emergency legislation effective April 1990, which 
preclude the Department of Environmental Protection 
from dealing equitably with claimants with respect to 
medical expenses, drinking water and other issues; and 


