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CHAPTER 794 

Sec. 6. 38 MRSA §2175, as enacted by PL 1989, 
c. 585, Pt. A, §7, is repealed. 

Sec. 7. 38 MRSA §2175·A is enacted to read: 

§2175·A. Property value offset 

Owners of property whose value has been affected 
by an agency-operated or agency-approved facility li­
censed under chapter 13 are eligible for reimbursement 
for loss in property value directly attributable to the con­
struction and operation of the facility. The agency shall 
adopt rules to establish the formula and procedure for 
reimbursement, including, without limitation, definition 
of the impact area, a process for establishing baseline 
real estate values, a time frame within which the prop­
erty value offset program will be in effect and an ac­
counting of real estate trends in the area. 

Sec. 8. Regulatory agenda. Notwithstanding 
the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 8064, the 
Maine Waste Management Agency may adopt rules nec­
essary to implement this Act prior to the submission of 
the agency's next regulatory agenda. 

Sec. 9. Retroactivity. The Maine Waste Man­
agement Agency shall reimburse the towns of Alton, 
Arundel, Biddeford, Benton, Buxton, Hampden and 
Hermon for eligible expenses under the Maine Revised 
Statutes, Title 38, section 2154, subsection 3 incurred by 
those towns prior to the effective date of this Act. Not­
withstanding the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, sec­
tion 2154, subsection 3, the $50,000 expense reimburse­
ment limit does not apply to expenses reimbursed under 
this section. 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this Act takes effect when ap­
proved. 

Effective April 3, 1992. 

CHAPTER 795 

S.P. 915· L.D. 2352 

An Act to Grant Immunity for Directors of Rural 
Electrification Cooperatives 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1. 14 MRS A §158.A, sub·§1, ~A, as 
amended by PL 1989, c. 389, is further amended to read: 

A. "Charitable organization" means any nonprofit 
organization organized or incorporated in this State 
or having a principal place of business in this State: 
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(1) That is exempt from federal income taxa­
tion under the United States Internal Rev­
enue Code, Section 501(a), because it is de­
scribed in Section 501(c)(3), (4), (6) as it per­
tains to chambers of commerce only, (10), 
(13) or (14)(A), including all subsequent 
amendments to those paragraphs. An orga­
nization is included in this subparagraph if it 
would be exempt from taxation under Sec­
tion 501(c)(3) but for its engaging in attempt­
ing to influence legislation to the extent that 
it is disquaiified from tax exemption under 
Section 501(c)(3); or 

(2) That is: 

(a) Organized under the Maine Non­
profit Corporation Act for any of the 
purposes listed in Title 13-B, section 
201, subsection 1, paragraph A; 

(b) Organized under the provisions 
set forth in Title 13-B, section 201, sub­
section 2, paragraph A; 

(c) Organized under the provisions of 
Title 13-B, section 201, subsection 3, 
paragraph D or E; t)1' 

(d) Organized in Maine as a nonprofit 
corporation before January 1,1978, for 
any of the purposes listed in Title 13-B, 
section 201, subsection 1, paragraph A, 
and to which the Maine Nonprofit Cor­
poration Act applies~;.QI 

(e) Organized as a rural electrifica­
tion cooperative under the provisions 
of Title 35-A, chapter 37. 

This subparagraph applies to all subsequent 
amendments to the statutes covered by divi­
sions (a), (b), (c) mtd, (d) and (e). 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 796 

H.P.1685· L.D. 2365 

An Act Relating to Gambling 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the 
Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after 
adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

Whereas, the laws affecting gambling activities 
within the State need to be amended immediately to 
allow once-a-year raffles with prizes worth between 
$10,000 and $75,000; and 
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Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these 
facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Con­
stitution of Maine and require the following legislation 
as immediately necessary for the preservation of the pub­
lic peace, health and safety; now, therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1. 8 MRSA §372, sub·§2, ~I, as amended 
by PL 1989, c. 879, §§1 and 2 and affected by §4, is 
repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

I. Carryon a continuous study and investigation 
of the lotteries throughout the State and the op­
eration and administration of similar laws that may 
be in effect in other states or countries. 

Sec. 2. 17 MRSA §311, sub-§1, as amended by 
PL 1991, c. 426, §1, is further amended to read: 

1. Beano. "Beano" means a specific kind of group 
game of chance, regardless of whether such a game is 
characterized by another name. Wherever the term 
"beano" is used, the word "bingo" or any other word 
used to characterize such a game may be interchanged. 
In "beano," each participant is given or sold one or more 
tally cards, so-called, each of which contains preprinted 
numbers or letters and mayor may not be arranged in 
vertical or horizontal rows. The participant covers or 
marks the numbers or letters as objects similarly num­
bered or lettered are drawn from a receptacle and the 
winner or winners are determined by the sequence in 
which those objects are drawn. The manner in which the 
winner is determined must be clearly announced or dis­
played before any game is begun. Until July 1, 1994, a 
game described in this subsection is "beano" and a li­
censee may conduct such a game regardless of whether 
the manner of determining the winner is specifically de­
scribed as a permissible manner of determining the win­
ner in rules adopted by the Chief of State Police. 

Sec. 3. 17 MRSA §331, sub·§8·A is enacted to 
read: 

g·A. Special exempt raffies;' prizes from $10,000 
to $75,000. The following rules apply to special exempt 
raffles licensed under this subsection. 

A. The Chief of the State Police may issue one 
special exempt raffle license per year to any orga­
nization, department or class eligible to hold a raffle 
under subsection 6 without obtaining a license. The 
special exempt raffle license entitles the licensee 
to hold one raffle in which the holder of a winning 
chance receives something of value worth more 
than $10,000 but not more than $75,000. Section 
341 does not apply to raffles licensed under this 
section. 
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B. The Chief of the State Police may not issue a 
license under this subsection to hold a raffle in 
which the holder of a winning chance receives a 
cash prize worth more than $10,000. 

C. All tickets sold pursuant to a special exempt 
raffle license must be purchased from a licensed 
distributor or licensed printer. Tickets must be 
sequentially numbered and have printed on their 
faces the following information: the name of the 
special exempt raffle licensee; a description of the 
prize or prizes; the price of the ticket; and the date, 
time and place of the drawing. Any organization, 
department or class listed in subsection 6 that con­
ducts a raffle under section 331-A shall retain all 
unsold raffle tickets for 6 months after the raffle 
drawing and make those tickets available for in­
spection at the request of the Chief of the State 
Police. 

D. The Chief of the State Police may issue only 
one special exempt raffle license per year, either 
under this subsection or subsection 7, to the same 
organization, department or class listed in subsec­
tion 6. 

Sec. 4. PL 1989, c. 879, §4 is repealed. 

Sec. 5. Effective date. Sections 1 and 4 of this 
Act take effect June 30, 1992. 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this Act takes effect when ap­
proved, except as otherwise indicated. 

Effective April 3, 1992, unless otherwise indicated. 

CHAPTER 797 

H.P. 1698 • L.n. 2378 

An Act to Eliminate Mandatory Minimum 
Sentences 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1. 14 MRSA §7559 is repealed and the 
following enacted in its place: 

§7559. Imprisonment for nonpayment 

Failure to pay a penalty imposed under section 
7556 or 7557 is a Class E crime. 

Sec. 2. 17 MRSA §1603 is amended to read: 


