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PUBLIC LAWS, SECOND REGULAR SESSION· 1991 

civil violation for which a forfeiture not to exceed $1,000 
per violation may be adjudged. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 704 

H.P. 1412 • L.D. 2024 

An Act to Clarify the Law Governing Contracts 
of Adhesion 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

14 MRSA §6030, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 361, 
§2 and affected by §3, is amended to read: 

§6030. Unfair rental contracts 

1. Illegal waiver of rights. It is an unfair and 
deceptive trade practice in violation of Title 5, section 
207 for a landlord to require a tenant to enter into a 
rental agreement for a dwelling unit, as defined in 
section 6021, in which the tenant agrees to a lease or 
rule provision that has the effect of waiving a tenant 
right established in chapter 709, this chapter and 
chapter nO-A. This subsection does not apply when 
the law specifically allows the tenant to waive a 
statutory right during negotiations with the landlord. 

2. Unenforceable provisions. The following rental 
agreement or rule provisions for a dwelling unit, as de
fined in section 6021, are specifically declared to be un
enforceable and in violation of Title 5, section 207: 

A. Any provision that absolves the landlord from 
liability for the negligence of the landlord or the 
landlord's agent; 

B. Any provision that requires the tenant to pay 
the landlord's legal fees in enforcing the rental 
agreement; 

C. Any provision that requires the tenant to give 
a lien upon the tenant's property for the amount 
of any rent or other sums due the landlord; and 

D. Any provision that requires the tenant to ac
knowledge that the provisions of the rental agree
ment, including tenant rules, are fair and reason
able. 

3. Exception. Notwithstanding subsection 2, para
graph B, a rental agreement or rule provision that pro
vides for the award of attorney's fees to the prevailing 
party after a contested hearing to enforce the rental agree-

CHAPTER 705 

ment in cases of wanton disregard of the terms of the 
rental agreement is not in violation of Title 5, section 
207 and is enforceable. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 705 

H.P. 1433 • L.D. 2045 

An Act Concerning Funding of Indian Schools 
under the Act to Implement the Maine Indian 

Claims Settlement 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1. 30 MRSA §6211, sub·§2, as enacted by 
PL 1979, c. 732, §§1 and 31, is amended to read: 

2. Limitation on eligibility. In computing the ex
tent to which either the Passamaquoddy Tribe or the 
Penobscot Nation is entitled to receive state funds under 
subsection 1, other than funds in support of education, 
any m:tmey8 money received by the respective tribe or 
nation from the United States within substantially the 
same period for which state funds are provided, for a 
program or purpose substantially similar to that funded 
by the State, and in excess of any local share ordinarily 
required by state law as a condition of state funding, 
:malt must be deducted in computing any payment to be 
made to the respective tribe or nation by the State. Un
less otherwise provided by federal law, in computing the 
extent to which either the Passamaquoddy Tribe. or the 
Penobscot Nation is entitled to receive state funds for 
education under subsection 1, the state payment must be 
reduced by 15% of the amount of federal funds for school 
operations received by the respective tribe or nation 
within substantially the same period for which state funds 
are provided, and in excess of any local share ordinarily 
required by state law as a condition of state funding. A 
reduction in state funding for secondary education may 
not be made under this section except as a result of fed
eral funds received within substantially the same period 
and allocated or allocable to secondary education. This 
subsection is repealed June 30, 1998. 
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Sec. 2. 30 MRSA §6211, sub·§2·A is enacted 
to read: 

2·A. Limitation on eligibility. In computing the 
extent to which either the Passamaquoddy Tribe or the 
Penobscot Nation is entitled to receive state funds under 
subsection 1, any money received by the respective tribe 
or nation from the United States within substantially the 
same period for which state funds are provided, for a 
program or purpose substantially similar to that funded 
by the State, and in excess of any local share ordinarily 


