
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



LAWS 
OF THE 

STATE OF MAINE 

AS PASSED BY THE 

ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

December 5, 1990 to July 10, 1991 

Chapters 1 - 590 

THE GENERAL EFFECTIVE DATE FOR 
NON-EMERGENCY LAWS IS 

OCTOBER 9, 1991 

PUBLISHED BY THE REVISOR OF STATUTES 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH MAINE REVISED STATUTES ANNOTATED, 
TITLE 3, SECTION 163-A, SUBSECTION 4. 

J.S. McCarthy Company 
Augusta, Maine 

1991 



PUBLIC LAWS 

OF THE 

STATE OF MAINE 
AS PASSED AT THE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

of the 

ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE 

1991 



CHAPTER 531 

proper application by the licensee. The fee for inactive 
status may not exceed $80. During inactive status the li­
censee is required to renew the license biennially, but is not 
required to meet the education provisions under the rules 
of the board. The dates on which the licenses expire are as 
provided in section 1204. 

A licensee surrendering a license pursuant to this section 
may have the license reinstated to active status by demon­
strating compliance within the previous biennium with sec­
tion 1204 and proper application for an active license. Any 
license placed on inactive status after the effective date of 
this subsection and remaining inactive for 3 or more years 
may be reactivated by the applicant being required to suc­
cessfully pass a license examination at the discretion of the 
board. 

Sec. 12. 32 MRSA §1204, first ~, as amended by 
PL 1987, c. 395, Pt. B, §9, is further amended to read: 

All licenses issued sftaH expire October 31st of each 
biennial period as to master electricians and April 30th of 
each biennial period as to other licensees aaa they or other 
such times the Commissioner of Professional and Financial 
Regulation designates. All licensees may be renewed there­
Bfret: for 2-year periods without further examination, upon 
the payment of the proper renewal fee as s~t forth ia see 
tioa 1101 and documentation of {; hours of a el:lffeat elee 
triesl eaae eal:lrse e'/ery 4 yeafs continuing education as 
established by rule as the board determines necessary. The 
expiration dates for licenses issued under this chapter may 
be established at such other times as the Commissioner of 
Busiaess Professional and Financial Regulation may desig­
nate. The board shall notify everyone registered under this 
chapter of the date of expiration of his the license and the 
fee required for its renewal for a 2-year period. The notice 
sftaH must be mailed to the person's last known address at 
least 30 days in advance of the expiration date of his the 
license. 

Sec. 13. Allocation. The following funds are allo­
cated from Other Special Revenue funds to carry out the 
purposes of this Act. 

PROFESSIONAL AND FINANCIAL 
REGULATION, DEPARTMENT OF 

Electricians' Examining Board 

All Other 

Provides funds to promulgate 
rules regarding inactive licenses. 

See title page for effective date. 

1991-92 

$2,000 

686 

PUBLIC LAWS, FIRST REGULAR SESSION - 1991 

CHAPTER 532 

H.P. 1139 - L.D. 1664 

An Act Concerning the State's Escrow Accounts 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Leg­
islature do not become effective until 90 days after ad­
journment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

Whereas, the 90-day period will not terminate until 
after the beginning of the next fiscal year; and 

Whereas, it is to the benefit of the State to imple­
ment the provisions of this Act no later than June 30, 1991; 
and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these 
facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Con­
stitution of Maine and require the following legislation as 
immediately necessary for the preservation of the public 
peace, health and safety; now, therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
follows: 

Sec. 1. 5 MRSA §§135·A and 203·A are enacted 
to read: 

§135.A. Establishment of other special revenue accounts 

Except in cases when a state department or agency 
receives funds that the department or agency is legally re­
quired to distribu te to or hold on behalf of specifically named 
persons, and except for the Baxter State Park Authority, all 
departments or agencies of State Government, in working 
with the Treasurer of State, are prohibited from establish­
ing trust funds, escrow accounts or other accounts that 
would not be specifically allocated by the Legislature unless 
there is a compelling, documented legal reason, as deter­
mined by the Treasurer of State, to do otherwise. 

§203·A. Accounts established due to court orders or other 
settlements 

Unless specifically ordered by the court to do other­
wise, the Attorney General shall work with the Treasurer of 
State to deposit any revenue or money received as a result 
of any court order, court settlement or other agreement 
into an other special revenue account of the State and all 
interest must be credited to the General Fund. When, 
pursuant to a court order or settlement, the Attorney Gen­
eral receives money that is specifically designated for anti­
trust enforcement or for enforcement of the Maine Unfair 
Trade Practices Act, the Attorney General is authorized to 
expend such funds for expert witness fees, copying of docu­
ments, transcripts and any other purpose in accordance with 
the court order. Any interest on such funds, unless other­
wise ordered by the court, must be credited to the General 
Fund. The Attorney General shall provide an accounting 
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of such funds to the Legislature in a form and as deter· 
mined by the Office of Fiscal and Program Review. 

Sec. 2. Application. Those sections of this Act 
that enact the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 5, sections 
135·A and 203·A apply to all accounts in existence on the 
effective date of this Act, except that they may not be inter· 
preted to require the Treasurer of State or any department 
or agency to retroactively recalculate interest earnings to a 
trust fund or escrow account and to credit the General 
Fund accordingly. 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited 
in the preamble, this Act takes effect when approved. 

Effective July 8, 1991. 

CHAPTER 533 

S.P. 640 - L.D. 1688 

An Act to Review the Kennebec County 
Budget Committee 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Leg­
islature do not become effective until 90 days after ad­
journment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

Whereas, without emergency action by the Legisla­
ture, the law authorizing the Kennebec County Budget 
Committee to continue operating will be repealed on March 
1,1991;and 

Whereas, legislative action is immediately necessary 
in order to ensure the continuation of the Kennebec County 
Budget Committee beyond March 1, 1991; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these 
facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Con­
stitution of Maine and require the following legislation as 
immediately necessary for the preservation of the public 
peace, health and safety; now, therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
follows: 

Sec. 1. 30-A MRSA c. 3, sub-c. I, art. 8, first 2 
lines, are repealed and the following enacted in their place: 

Article 8 

KENNEBEC COUNTY ADVISORY BUDGET 
COMMITTEE 

Sec. 2. 30-A MRSA §861, sub-§2, as enacted by 
PL 1989, c. 473, is repealed. 

Sec. 3. 30-A MRSA §862, as enacted by PL 1989, 
c. 473, is amended to read: 
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§862. Kennebec County Advisory Budget Committee 

In Kennebec County there is established the 
Kennebec County Advisory Budget Committee to carry out 
the purposes of this article. The advisory budget commit­
tee consists of 9 elected Officials and a subcommittee of 6 
nonvoting members of the county legislative delegation or 
their designees as provided in this section. 

1. Membership; elected officials. The 9 advisory 
budget committee sball eoflsist of 9 members who are 
elected officials are appointed as provided in this section. 
The eol:lflty eotntnissioflers sball serve Ofl tbe eotntnittee ifl 
afl advisory e6fJaeity Oflly afld tnay flOt 'Iote Ofl aay eotntnit 
tee tnatters. 

A. In.w89 1991 and annually thereafter, the county 
commissioners shall flotnifiate 3 tnl:lfiieifJal offieers 
fretn eaeb eotntnissiofier distriet by z'\ugl:lst 1st of eaeb 
yeat' call a meeting of elected officials within each 
county commissioner district no later than Septem­
ber 15th. Tae eol:lflty eOfiltnissioflers sbal! itntnedi 
ately sefid to tbe ebair of tbe Kefil1ebee Col:lfity legis 
lath'e delegatiofi a list of tbe tnl:ll1ieifJal offieers flotni 
l1ated by tbe eotntnissiol1ers. A public notice of the 
meeting must be issued at least 10 days before the 
meeting is held. Each commissioner shall serve as 
the nonvoting moderator of the meeting in that 
commissioner's district. At the meeting, the elected 
officials shall nominate a slate of proposed members 
for the advisory budget committee. Each commis­
sioner shall select one advisory budget committee 
member from the slate of proposed members within 
7 days of the meeting, except for the selection of the 
initial advisory budget committee as provided in sub­
section I-B. 

B. The Legislatl:lfe sball fJfOtnfJtly afJPfo~'e or disap 
prO¥e by tnajority ~'ote tae flotniflatiofls tnade by tfie 
eol:lflty eotntnissiofiers al1d fiOtify tfie eotntnissiol1ers 
of its deeisiol1s. If aay 110tnil1atiofl is disapprO¥ed, 
tfie eol:lflty eotntnissiol1ers sfiall protnfJtly sl:lbtnit a 
replaeetneflt flotnil1ee to tfie Legislatl:lre for its afJ 
prwial or disapprwial I:IfltH tfie fleeessary tnetnbers 
fiarre beefl appfOrred by tfie Legislatl:lre. 

1·A. Membership; legislative delegation. A sub­
committee of 6 members of the Kennebec County legisla­
tive delegation or their designees shall serve as nonvoting 
members of the advisory budget committee. 

A. The subcommittee is appointed by the chair and 
must be ratified by a vote of the legislative delega­
tion. 

B. The subcommittee shall serve as a resource to 
the advisory budget committee and as a liaison to the 
legislative delegation. 

I-B. Initial election. Notwithstanding subsections 1 
and 3, in the initial election of the advisory budget commit-


