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RelftEY/fll of tae '/eaiele OF aay flart, aeeess8l'Y OF flel' 
ssflal Uelft ffolft tae veaiele witaout tae wriHefl eafl 
!leflt of tlie OViaer Of flerSSfl ifl eliafge of tlie f'relft 
i!leS OF flFoflerl)' '.'taere tae 'leaiele is loeatee is a Class 
E erilfte. 

3. Owner or lienholder known. If the owner or 
lienholder of a vehicle described in subsection I is known, 
the owner of the premises or property where the vehicle is 
located shall mail notice to the owner aHelieHaoleer, ifaRY. 
If the lienholder is known, notice must also be sent to the 
lienholder. Suea aoHee saall Be Iftailes HOt later tast 30 
eays after reeeiflt of tlie '1eaiele if flO reflair ' .... ork, garagiHg, 
storiHg or f'ariE:iflg 'iVas autaof~es By tae 'feaiele's OWHer Of 
eri-ver, or flOt later taaH 30 says followiHg ealftf'letiofl of 
aay aut80r~e6 refltlir worlE, garagiflg, storiHg Of fltlrlciHg. 
The notice sIiftH must clearly describe the vehicle and must 
give the vehicle's location of tae veaiele and the storage fee, 
if any, and state that if the owner or lienholder has not 
properly eIai:Iftetl retrieved the vehicle and paid all reason
able east!! aHe charges for its towing, storage and autho
rized repair work within 14 days of receipt of the notice, 
ownership of the vehicle sIiftH will pass to the owner of the 
premises or property where the vehicle is located, as pro
vided in subsection 4. The notice sIiftH must be sent by 
certified mail, return receipt requested. If the notice is 
returned unclaimed or can not be delivered, the person 
required to give the notice shall comply with the publica
tion requirements of subsection 2, paragraph B within 10 
work days of the return of the notice. 

4. Evidence of compliance. A person who has 
complied with subsection 2 or 3 ffltlY shall present evi
dence of compliance to the Secretary of State immedi
ately after the 14-day notice period. The Secretary of 
State may not issue a letter of ownership or certificate 
of title until at least 30 days after the date on which the 
person first has possession and control over the vehicle. 
The Secretary of State 8ftaH , upon being satisfied that 
the person has notified or has attempted to notify all 
parties with an interest in the vehicle, may issue certifi
cates of title or letters of ownership as follows. 

A For vehicles not required to be titled, upon pre
sentation of sufficient evidence and payment of a $5 
fee, the Secretary of State may issue a letter of own
ership indicating compliance with subsection 2 or 3. 

B. For vehicles subject to chapter 21, upon presen
tation of sufficient evidence and application for cer
tificate of title in accordance with section 2364, and 
payment fof-e of the fee set forth in section 2352, the 
Secretary of State may issue a certificate of title in 
accordance with chapter 21. 

If the owner or lienholder of the vehicle retrieves it and 
pays the towing, storage and repair charges before the Sec
retary of State issues a letter of ownership or certificate of 
title, the person holding the vehicle must immediately re
lease it to the person paying the charges and must immedi
ately notify the Secretary of State of the release. 
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Sec. 3. 29 MRSA §2610, sub-§5, as enacted 
by PL 1987, c. 598, §4, is repealed and the following 
enacted in its place: 

5. Limits. If the inquiry to the Secretary of State 
required by subsection 2 or the notice required by sub
section 3 is made more than 30 days after receipt of a 
vehicle described in subsection 1, the person holding the 
vehicle may not collect more than 30 days of storage 
fees. 

Sec. 4. 29 MRSA §2610, sub-§7 is enacted to 
read: 

7. Removal of vehicle. Removal of a vehicle de
scribed in subsection 1 or of any part or accessory from 
the vehicle without the written consent of the owner or 
person in charge of the premises or property where the 
vehicle is located is a Class E crime. This subsection 
applies to all persons, including the owner of the vehicle. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 459 

S.P. 653 - L.D. 1720 

An Act to Create a Single Uniform Summons and 
Complaint That Must Be Used by All Law 

Enforcement Agencies in the State 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the 
Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after 
adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

Whereas, the District Court is running out of its 
present supply of Uniform Traffic Ticket and Complaint 
forms and is ordering the printing of a new supply, which, 
in contemplation of this Act, is cocaptioned Uniform 
Summons and Complaint so that law enforcement offi
cers will be using the new summons forms as a traffic 
ticket well before the effective date of this Act if en
acted as nonemergency legislation; and 

Whereas, substantial confusion for both the Dis
trict Courts and law enforcement officers will be avoided 
if law enforcement officers use the new Uniform Sum
mons and Complaint for all offenses and not just as a 
traffic ticket when the existing supply runs out; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these 
facts create an emergency within the meaning of the 
Constitution of Maine and require the following legisla
tion as immediately necessary for the preservation of 
the public peace, health and safety; now, therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 
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Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §6208, as amended by PL 
1987, c. 513, §3, is further amended to read: 

§6208. Marine resources' citation form 

1. Form. Tile eommissioaer may estaelisil eita 
tioa forms for I:Ise ey tile Bl:lfeal:l of Mafiae Patrel. These 
forms, if estaelisiles, silall ee l:Iaiform tilfOl:Igilol:lt tile 
State aes silall ee issl:les ia eooks wi til eitatioas ie aot 
less tilaa tj'l:Iasrl:lfllieate. WileB tile form retj'l:Iires a sig 
Batl:lre ey a flefsoB I:IIlOB wilom tile eitatioB is sel'Yes, 
tile form silall iBell:lse a statemeBt tilat sigaiBg tile eita 
tioB soes Bot eoestitl:lte aB asmissioB of gl:lm aes taat 
faHl:lre to SigB eOBstitl:ltes a seflarate offeBse wilieil is a 
Glass E erime. The form silall ee aflflfO'.<eS ey tile GRief 
Jl:\sge of tile Distriet Gol:lrt flfioF to its I:\se. The com
missioner shall designate the Uniform Summons and 
Complaint as the citation form to be used by the Bu
reau of Marine Patrol, except that the commissioner may 
permit the use of any citation forms approved by the 
Chief Judge of the District Court before May 1, 1991 
that are in current stock as of May 1, 1991 until those 
stocks are depleted. 

2. Responsibility for issuance and disposition. 
Responsibility for issuance and disposition ~ lli as 
follows. 

A The commissioner silftH-I:le lli responsible for all 
marine resources' citation forms approved by the 
Chief Judge of the District Court prior to May 1, 
1991. The Department of Public Safety is respon
sible for all Uniform Summons and Complaint forms 
issued by the Bureau of Marine Patrol. The com
missioner or the commissioner's designee is respon
sible for the further issuance of Uniform Summons 
and Complaint books to individual law enforcement 
officers and the proper disposition of those books. 

B. The e9mmissioBer may iB ais siseretioB flfO'l-ise 
eooks to otaer 18'1'1 eafofeomeBt ageBeies aBs oHi 
eorslistes iB seetioB 6923', Sl:\eSeetiOB 5 for their I:\se 
ia tile eBforeomeBt efeilaflters 691 to 627. The eBm 
missioBer may Bot retj'l:Iire otiler ageReies to I:Ise tilis 
fefflr. 

3. Illegal disposition; prohibited act. It is unlaw
ful and official misconduct for any marine patrol officer 
or other public employee to dispose of an official cita
tion form or Uniform Summons and Complaint, except 
in accordance with law and as provided for in any appli
cable official policy or procedure of the Bureau of Ma
rine Patrol. 

4. When a lawful complaint. If the citation pro
vided for in this section or a Uniform Summons and 
Complaint is duly sworn to as required by law and oth
erwise satisfies tile reEjl:liremeBts of tile geReral la\'\'8 of 
tilis State, legally sufficient in respect to the form of a 
complaint and ebarges charging an offense, it may be 
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filed in a court having jurisdiction and silall eoestitl:lte 
constitutes a lawful complaint for the purpose of the 
commencement of any criminal prosecution or civil vio
lation proceeding. 

5. When a lawful summons. A citation; as pro
vided for in this section or a Uniform Summons and 
Complaint, when served upon a person by a law enforcement 
officer, silall aet acts as a summons to appear in court 
or, if a ei ... iI ... iolatioB is eilarges, to otherwise respond in 
accordance with law on or before the date specified in 
til is eitatioa the summons. Any person who fails to ap
pear in court as directed by the summons or to other
wise respond in accordance with law on or before the 
date specified in the summons commits a Class E crime. 
Upon that person's failure to appear or to respond in 
accordance with law, the court may issue a warrant of 
arrest. It is an affirmative defense to prosecution under 
this subsection that the failure to appear or to respond 
resulted from just cause. 

6. Refusal to sign; prohibited act. Ne Any per
son may Fefl:lse who refuses to sign a citation or Uni
form Summons and Complaint after having been ordered 
to do so by a law enforcement officer commits a Class E 
crime. 

Sec. 2. 12 MRSA §7911, as enacted by PL 
1983, c. 765, is amended to read: 

§7911. Fish and wildlife citation form 

1. Form. Tile eommissioRer may establisil eita 
!ioe forms for I:Itle By tile warseR sef'l'iee. These forms, 
if establisiles, silall be I:IRiform tilrol:lgilol:lt tile State aRs 
silall be issl:les iR books with eitatioRs iB Rot less tilaR 
tj'l:Iascl:lfllieate. WileR tbe form reEjuires a sigRature by a 
flersoe I:IflOB wilom tbe eitatioR is serves, tbe form shall 
iRell:lse a statemeRt tbat sigRiRg the eitatioR soes Rot 
eoastitute aR asmissioR of guilt aRs that failure to sigR 
will e9Rstitl:lte a seflarate offeRse whieh is a Glass E erime. 
The form shall Be tiflflfO,,.es by tae Gaief Jl:Jsge of the 
Distfiet GOI:IPt f'rior to its use. The commissioner shall 
designate the Uniform Summons and Complaint as the 
citation form to be used by the warden service, except 
that the commissioner may permit the use of any cita
tion forms approved by the Chief Judge of the District 
Court before May 1, 1991 that are in current stock as of 
May 1, 1991 until those stocks are depleted. 

2. Responsibility for issuance and disposition. 
Responsibility for issuance and disposition is as follows. 

A The commissioner silftH-I:le lli responsible for all 
fish and wildlife citation forms approved by the Chief 
Judge of the District Court prior to -May 1, 1991. 
The Department of Public Safety is responsible for 
all Uniform Summons and Complaints issued to the 
warden service. The commissioner or the 
commissioner's designee is responsible for the fur-



PUBLIC LAWS, FIRST REGULAR SESSION ·1991 

ther issuance of Uniform Summons and Complaint 
books to individual wardens and for the proper dis
position of those books. 

B. The OOffiffiissioHer ffiay iH ais aiseretioH flfO'/ide 
Boolfs to otaer law eHfereeffieHt ageHeies aHa offi 
eers Iistea iH seetioH 7955 for taeir ese iH tae eH 
fereeffieHt ofeaaflters 791 to 721. The ooffiffiissioHer 
ffiay Hot reqeire otaer ageHeies to ese fBis fefffi. 

3. Illegal disposition; prohibited act. It is unlaw
ful and official misconduct for any warden or other pub
lic employee to dispose of an official citation form or 
Uniform Summons and Complaint, except in accordance 
with law and as provided for in any applicable official 
policy or procedure of the Warden Service Division. 

4. When a lawful complaint. If the citation pro
vided for in this section or a Uniform Summons and 
Complaint is duly sworn to as required by law and oth
erwise satisfies tRe reqeireffieHts of tRe geHeral laws of 
tais State, legally sufficient in respect to the form of a 
complaint and eftar.ges charging an offense, it may be 
filed in a court having jurisdiction and saall eOHstitete 
constitutes a lawful complaint for the purpose of the 
commencement of any criminal prosecution or civil vio
lation proceeding. 

5. When a lawful summons. A citation; as pro
vided for in this section or a Uniform Summons and 
Complaint, when served upon a person by a law enforcement 
officer, saall aet acts as a summons to appear in court 
or, if a ei'lil 'IiolatioB: is eaargea, to otherwise respond in 
accordance with law on or before the date specified in 
the eitatieB: summons. Any person who fails to appear 
in court as directed by the summons or to otherwise 
respond in accordance with law on or before the date 
specified in the summons commits a Class E crime. Upon 
that person's failure to appear or respond in accordance 
with law, the court may issue a warrant of arrest. It is 
an affirmative defense to prosecution under this subsec
tion that the failure to appear or respond resulted from 
just cause. 

6. Refusal to sign; prohibited act. No Any per
son ffiay reftise who refuses to sign a citation or Uni
form Summons and Complaint after having been ordered 
to do so by a law enforcement officer commits a Class E 
crime. 

Sec. 3. 12 MRSA §8907, as enacted by PL 
1989, c. 174, §3, is repealed and the following enacted in 
its place: 

§8907. Forest service citation form 

1. Form. The Director of the Bureau of For
estry, referred to in this section as the "director," shall 
designate the Uniform Summons and Complaint as the 
citation form to be used by the Maine Forest Service, 
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except that the director may permit the use of any cita
tion forms approved by the Chief Judge of the District 
Court before May 1, 1991 that are in current stock as of 
May 1, 1991 until those stocks are depleted. 

2. Citation books. The director is responsible for 
any forms approved by the Chief Judge of the District Court 
prior to May 1, 1991. The director may provide citation 
books to other law enforcement agencies and officers for 
their use in the enforcement of chapters 807 and 809. The 
director may not require other agencies to use this form. 
The Department of Public Safety is responsible for all Uni
form Summons and Complaints issued to the Maine Forest 
Service. The director or the director's designee is respon
sible for the further issuance of Uniform Summons and 
Complaint books to individual law enforcement officers and 
for the proper disposition of those books. 

3. Disposition; prohibited act. It is unlawful and 
official misconduct for any forest ranger or other public 
employee to dispose of an official citation form or Uniform 
Summons and Complaint except in accordance with law 
and as provided for in an applicable official policy or proce
dure of the Maine Forest Service. 

4. Lawful complaint. A Maine Forest Service cita
tion form or a Uniform Summons and Complaint may be 
filed in a court having jurisdiction and constitutes a lawful 
complaint to commence any criminal prosecution or civil 
violation proceeding if the form or Uniform Summons and 
Complaint is duly sworn to as required by law and other
wise legally sufficient in respect to the form of a complaint 
and charging an offense. 

5. Lawful summons. A Maine Forest Service cita
tion or a Uniform Summons and Complaint, when served 
upon a person by a law enforcement officer, functions as a 
summons to appear in court. Any person who fails to ap
pear in court after having been served with a summons 
commits a Class E crime. Upon that person's failure to 
appear, the court may issue a warrant of arrest. It is an 
affirmative defense to prosecution under this subsection 
that the failure to appear resulted from just cause. 
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6. Refusal to sign; prohibited act. Any person who 
refuses to sign a citation or a Uniform Summons and Com
plaint after having been ordered to do so by a law enforce
ment officer commits a Class E crime. 

Sec. 4. 17·A MRSA §15.A, as enacted by PL 
1987, c. 375, is amended to read: 

§15·A. Issuance of summons for criminal offense 

1. A law enforcement officer who has probable 
cause to believe a crime has been or is being committed 
by a person may tIeli¥ef issue or have delivered a written 
summons to that person directing hlffi that person to 
appear in the District Court to answer the allegation 
that Be the person has committed the crime. The sum-
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mons sftaH must include the signature of the officer, a 
brief description of the alleged crime, the time and place 
of the alleged crime and the time, place and date the 
person is to appear in court. The form used must be 
the Uniform Summons and Complaint, except that, if 
the agency by whom the officer is employed has on May 
1. 1991 current stocks of forms that the agency is autho
rized to use, the agency may permit officers to use those 
forms until those stocks are depleted. A person wfte-is 
isstte6 to whom a summons sftaH is issued or delivered 
must give a written promise to tae isstlil1g offieer to ap
pear. If the person refuses to sign the summons after 
having been ordered to do so by a law enforcement offi
cer, the person commits a Class E crime. As soon as 
practicable after service of the summons, the officer shall 
cause a copy of the summons to be filed with the court. 

2. Any person who a law enforcement officer has 
probable cause to believe has committed or is commit
ting a crime other than one listed under section 15, sub
section 1. paragraph A, and to whom a law enforcement 
officer is authorized to deliver a summons pursuant to 
subsection 1, who intentionally fails or refuses to pro
vide to that officer reasonably credible evidence of ftffi 
that person's name and address is gl:lilty of commits a 
Class E crime, provided that he the person persists in 
the failure or refusal after having been informed by the 
officer of the provisions of this subsection. If that per
son furnishes the officer evidence of ftffi the person's 
name and address and the evidence does not appear to 
be reasonably credible, the officer shall attempt to verify 
the evidence as quickly as is reasonably possible. Dur
ing the period the verification is being attempted, the 
officer may require the person to remain in ftis the officer's 
presence for a period not to exceed 2 hours. During 
this period, if the officer reasonably believes that ftffi the 
officer's safety or the safety of others theft present so 
requires, he the officer may search for any dangerous 
weapon by an external patting of that person's outer 
clothing. If in the course of the search he the officer 
feels an object 'Naieli ae that the officer reasonably be
lieves to be a dangerous weapon, he the officer may 
take such action as is necessary to examine the object, 
but he may take permanent possession of allY sl:Iea the 
object only if it is subject to forfeiture. The require
ment that the person remain in the presence of the offi
cer sftaH does not 8e aeemea constitute an arrest. After 
informing that person of the provisions of this subsec
tion, the officer may arrest the person either if the per
son intentionally refuses to furnish any evidence of ftffi 
that person's name and address or if, after attempting 
to verify the evidence as provided for in this subsection, 
the officer has probable cause to believe that the person 
has intentionally failed to provide reasonably credible 
evidence of ftffi the person's name and address. 

3. If, at allY time any time subsequent to an arrest 
made pursuant to subsection 2, it appears that the evi
dence of the person's name and address was accurate, 
fte--sIHtH the person must be released from custody and 
any record of that custody sftaH must show he that the 
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person was released for that reason. If, upon trial for 
violating subsection 2, a person is acquitted on the ground 
that the evidence of ftffi the person's name and address 
was accurate, the record of acquittal sftaH must show 
that that was the ground. 

4. Any person who fails to appear in court; as 
directed by a summons served on ftiffl that person pur
suant to subsection 1, is gl:lilty of or to otherwise re
spond in accordance with law on or before the date specified 
in the summons commits a Class E crime. Upon that 
person's failure to appear or respond, the court may 
issue a warrant of arrest. It is an affirmative defense to 
prosecution under this subsection that the failure to ap
pear was l1eitaer il1tel1tiol1ai 110r Imowil1g or respond re
sulted from just cause. 

Sec. S. 17-A MRSA §17, as amended by PL 
1985, c. 506, Pt. B, §§ 12 and 13, is further amended to 
read: 

§17. Enforcement of civil violations 

1. A law enforcement officer who has probable 
cause to believe that a civil violation has been commit
ted saall aeli'ler a eitatiol1 by a person must issue or 
have delivered a written summons to Stte8 that person 
directing ftiffl the person to appear in the District Court 
to answer the allegation that be the person has commit
ted the violation. The eitatiol1 saall summons must in
clude the signature of the officer, a brief description of 
the alleged violation, the time and place of the alleged 
violation and the time, place and date the person is to 
appear in court. The form used must be the Uniform 
Summons and Complaint, except that, if the agency by 
whom the officer is employed has on May 1, 1991 cur
rent stocks of forms that the agency is authorized to 
use, the agency may permit officers to use those forms 
until those stocks are depleted. A person to whom a 
summons is issued or delivered must give a written promise 
to appear. If the person refuses to sign the summons 
after having been ordered to do so by a law enforce
ment officer, the person commits a Class E crime. The 
law enforcement officer may not order a person to sign 
the summons for a civil violation unless the civil viola
tion is an offense defined in Title 12 or Title 29. As 
soon as practicable after service of the eiHlHet1 summons, 
the officer shall cause a copy Hiereof of the summons to 
be filed with the court. UpOI1 a faill:lre to appear, tile 
eOl:lct may iSBtle a Waffal1t of aHeet. 

2. Any person to whom a law enforcement officer 
is authorized to issue or deliver a eftat.iet:t summons pur
suant to subsection 1 who intentionally fails or refuses 
to provide Stte8 the officer reasonably credible evidence 
of ftffi the person's name and address is gl:lilty of com
mits a Class E crime, provided that be the person per
sists in Stte8 that failure or refusal after having been 
informed by the officer of the provisions of this subsec
tion. If Sttefl the person furnishes the officer evidence 
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of ftis that person's name and address and the evidence 
does not appear to be reasonably credible, the officer 
shall attempt to verify the evidence as quickly as is rea
sonably possible. During the period !Itteft that verifica
tion is being attempted, the officer may require the per
son to remain in ftis the officer's presence for a period 
not to exceed 2 hours. During this period, if the officer 
reasonably believes that ftis the officer's safety or the 
safety of others tfieft present sa requires, fie the officer 
may search for any dangerous weapon by an external 
patting of !Itteft the person's outer clothing. If in the 
course of !Itteft the search fie the officer feels an object 
whieh he that the officer reasonably believes to be a 
dangerous weapon, fie the officer may take such action 
as is necessary to examine !Itteft the object, but fie may 
take permanent possession of aay sueh the object only if 
it is subject to forfeiture. The requirement that the 
person remain in the presence of the officer sfta.H does 
not be deeffied constitute an arrest. 

After informing the person of the provisions of this subsec
tion, the officer may arrest the person either if the person 
intentionally refuses to furnish any evidence of ftis that 
person's name and address or if, after attempting to verify 
the evidence as provided for in this subsection, the officer 
has probable cause to believe that the person has intention
ally failed to provide reasonably credible evidence of his the 
person's name and address. 

3. If, at any time subsequent to an arrest made 
pursuant to subsection 2, it appears that the evidence of 
the person's name and address was accurate, he shall 
the person must be released from custody and any record 
of!ltteft that custody shaH must show that fie the person 
was released for that reason. If, upon trial for violating 
subsection 2, a person is acquitted on the ground that 
the evidence of ftis the person's name and address was 
accurate, the record of acquittal shaH must show that 
!M:teft that was the ground. 

4. Any person who fails to appear in court; as 
directed by a eitaHea summons served on htffi that per
§Q!l pursuant to subsection 1, is guilty of or to otherwise 
respond in accordance with law on or before the date 
specified in the summons commits a Class E crime. !IPQ!! 
that person's failure to appear or respond, the court 
may issue a warrant of arrest. It is an affirmative de
fense to prosecution under this subsection that the fail
ure to appear was aeither iateatioaal aor Imowiag or 
respond resulted from just cause. 

Sec. 6. 29 MRSA §2300, as amended by PL 
1991, c. 56, is further amended to read: 

§2300. Unifonn Summons and Complaint 

1. Form. B¥efy Except as provided in su bsection 
I-A, every law enforcement agency in this State shall 
use traffic eitatisas summonses in the form known as 
the Uniform Trame Tieket Summons and Complaint, 
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which sfta.H must be uniform throughout the State and 
whieh shall must be issued in books with eitatioas sum
monses in no less than quadruplicate and meeting the 
requirements of this chapter. The Uniform Summons 
and Complaint must include, at a minimum, the signa
ture of the officer, a brief description of the alleged of
fense, the time and place of the alleged offense and the 
time, place and date the person is to appear in court. 
The Uniform Summons and Complaint must also in
clude a statement that signing the summons does not 
constitute an admission or plea of guilty and that refusal 
to sign after having been ordered to do so by a law en
forcement officer is a separate Class E crime. A person 
to whom a Uniform Summons and Complaint is issued 
or delivered must give a written promise to appear. The 
form of the Uniform Summons and Complaint must be 
approved by the Chief Judge of the District Court prior 
to its use. 

I-A. Exception for certain forms. Law enforce
ment agencies may use current stocks of Uniform Traf
fic Ticket and Complaint forms until those stocks are 
depleted. 

2. Responsibility for issuance and disposition. 

A The District Court shalI-be ~ responsible for all 
Uniform Traffic Tickets and Complaints issued to 
law enforcement agencies or others. The Depart
ment of Public Safety is responsible for all Uniform 
Summons and Complaints issued to law enforcement 
agencies for others. 

B. The chief executive officer of every such law en
forcement agency or kis that chief executive officer's 
designate shalI-be ~ responsible for the further issu
ance of Stteh books to individual law enforcement 
officers and for ~ the proper disposition of those 
books. 

3. Illegal disposition. It ~ i.§ unlawful and 
official misconduct for any law enforcement officer or 
other officer or public employee to dispose of a Uni
form Traffic Ticket and Complaint or a Uniform Sum
mons and Complaint or any portion tfleFeef of either or 
of the record of the issuance tfleFeef of a Uniform Traf
fic Ticket and Complaint or a Uniform Summons and 
Complaint in a manner other than as required under 
rules or regulatioas pfOmHigated adopted pursuant to 
this section. Any person who solicits or aids in the dis
position, or attempted disposition, of a Uniform Traffic 
Ticket and Complaint or a Uniform Summons and Com
plaint or any portion tfleFeef of either in any unautho
rized manner shall be gtlilty of commits a misdemeaaor 
Class E crime. 

3-A. Uniform Summons and Complaint as sum
mons. A Uniform Traffie Tieket Summons and Com
plaint or a Uniform Traffic Ticket and Complaint, as 
authorized under subsection I-A, when ser'ted upoa is-



CHAPTER 459 

sued or delivered to a person by a law enforcement officer, 
sftaH-aet acts as a summons to appear in court; on the date 
specified in the Hekel, fer a 'lielatiea ef aHy flro'/'isioa of this 
:f#Ie summons or ticket or to otherwise respond in accord
ance with law on or before the date specified in the sum
mons or ticket. Any person who fails to appear in court as 
directed by the summons or ticket or to otherwise respond 
in accordance with law on or before the date specified in 
the summons or ticket commits a Class E crime. Upon the 
person's failure to appear or respond, the court may issue a 
warrant of arrest. It is an affirmative defense to prosecu
tion under this subsection that the failure to appear or re
spond resulted from just cause. 

4. When a lawful complaint. la tae e"t'eat taat If 
the traffic effitHeH summons or ticket provided under 
this section iaeltlaes iaferffiatioa aaa is duly sworn to as 
required tlaaer tae geaerallaws of tais State by law and 
otherwise legally sufficient in respect to the form of a 
complaint and charging commission of the offense al
leged in saia eitatioa the summons or ticket to have been 
committed, then stlea eitatioa the summons or ticket 
when filed with a court having jurisdiction saall l:1e aeeffiea 
constitutes a lawful complaint for the purpose of the 
commencement of any traffic infraction proceeding or 
the prosecution of a misdemeanor, Class D or Class E 
crime under this Title. 

4-A. Responsibility of law enforcement officer to 
file Uniform Traffic Ticket and Complaint or Uniform 
Summons and Complaint with District Court. Every 
law enforcement officer issuing a Uniform Traffic Ticket 
and Complaint or Uniform Summons and Complaint that 
charges the commission of an offense shall file the origi
nill of the Uniform Traffic Ticket and Complaint or Uniform 
Summons and Complaint with the District Court having 
jurisdiction over the offense or in such other location as 
instructed by the Chief Judge of the District Court with
out undue delay and, in any event, within 5 days after 
the issuance of the Uniform Traffic Ticket and Com
plaint or Uniform Summons and Complaint. 

5. Refusal to sign. Any person who refuses to 
sign 8tteh!! Uniform Tfaffie Tieket Summons and Com
plaint or a Uniform Traffic Ticket and Complaint, as 
provided under subsection I-A, after having been or
dered to do so by a law enforcement officer saall ee 
gtliUy of commits a ffiisaeffieaaor Class E crime. A law 
enforcement officer may not order a person to sign the 
summons for a civil violation unless the civil violation is 
an offense defined in Title 12 or Title 29. 

Sec. 7. 29 MRSA§2301-A, first 11, as amended 
by PL 1987, c. 575, is furthe~ amended to read: 

If a person fails to appear in court on the day 
specified in response to a Uniform Traffie Tieket Sum
mons and Complaint, a Uniform Traffic Ticket and Com
plaint as provided under section 2300, subsection I-A, a 
summons, a condition of bail or order of court for any 
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violation of Title 23, section 1980;~ Title 28-A, section 
2052~ or any provision of this Title, or for any further 
appearance ordered by the court, including one for the 
payment of a fine, either in person or by counsel, the 
court shall suspend ffis the person's license or permit, 
ffis the right to operate motor vehicles in this State and 
the right to apply for or obtain a license. 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this Act takes effect when ap
proved. 

Effective June 21, 1991. 
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S.P. 557 - L.D. 1461 

An Act Relating to the Notice of Claim Provisions 
of the Maine Tort Claims Act 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

14 MRSA §8107, sub-§5 is enacted to read: 

5. Definition of good cause. "Good cause" as 
used in subsection 1 includes but is not limited to any 
cases in which any official of the governmental entity 
whose duties and authority include the settlement of tort 
claims or any tort liability insurer of the governmental 
entity makes direct oral or written contacts with the claimant 
or the claimant's personal representative or attorney, in
cluding payments to or on behalf of the claimant, that 
contain or imply a promise of coverage sufficient to cause 
a reasonable person to believe that the losses for which 
no timely notice claim is filed would be covered. 

If oral or written contact is limited to coverage for specific 
injuries or damage, a claimant is not excused from filing the 
notice required by this section in relation to other claims or 
causes of action permitted by this chapter that arise out of 
the same incident or event. 

Nothing in this subsection prevents the injured party and 
an agent or insurer of the governmental entity from enter
ing into a consensual agreement pursuant to which the in
jured party releases the governmental entity from any fur
ther liability in eXChange for an agreed upon consideration. 

See title page for effective date. 
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H.P. 1043 - L.D. 1516 

An Act to Clarify Statutory Provisions Relating to 
Asset Forfeiture 


