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CHAPTER 456 

with rulemaking and for 
evaluator services. 

Sec. 36. Effective dates. That section of this 
Act that amends the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 32, 
section 6205 takes effect bctober 1, 1993. That section 
of this Act that amends Title 32, section 6213-A takes 
effect October 1, 1992. That section of this Act that 
amends Title 32, section 6214-A, subsections 1 and 2 
takes effect October 1, 1996. 

See title page for effective date, unless otherwise indicated. 

CHAPTER 457 

S.P. 217 - L.D. 544 

An Act to Amend the Laws Governing 
Sexual Assault 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

17·A MRSA §251, sub-§l, 'liE, as enacted by 
PL 1981, c. 252, §1, is amended to read: 

E. "Compulsion" means the use of physical force, a 
threat ef to use physical force or a combinatio~ 
thereof wftteft that makes a person unable to phySI
cally repel the actor or wftteft produces in that person 
a reasonable fear that death, serious bodily injury or 
kidnapping might be imminently inflicted upon that 
person or tIpeB another human being. 

"Compulsion" as defined in this paragraph places no 
duty upon the victim to resist the actor. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 458 

H.P. 462 • L.D. 653 

An Act Concerning Abandoned Property 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1. 29 MRSA §2610, sub.§l, as enacted 
by PL 1987, c. 598, §4, is repealed and the following 
enacted in its place: 

1. Application. This section applies to a vehicle 
that is: 

A. Towed at the request of the owner or driver; 

B. Towed pursuant to section 1111; 
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C. Towed after being left on property without per
mission; 

D. Left on property without the permission of the 
property owner or person in charge of the property 
or premises where the vehicle is located; or 

E. Left at a place of business after being repaired 
pursuant to a written work order signed by the per
son requesting the repair work. 

If a person abandons a vehicle described by this subsection, 
the owner of the premises or property where the vehicle is 
located may obtain a letter of ownership or a certificate of 
title by complying with this section. A vehicle is abandoned 
if the owner or lienholder does not retrieve it and pay all 
reasonable charges for towing, storing and authorized re
pair of the vehicle within 14 days of publication as required 
by subsection 2 or within 14 days of receipt of the notice 
required by subsection 3. A vehicle towed for snow re
moval purposes is exempt from this section for 48 hours 
immediately following completion of the tow. 

Sec. 2. 29 MRSA §2610, sub.§§2, 3 and 4, as 
enacted by PL 1987, c. 598, §4, are amended to read: 

2. Owner and lienholder unknown. If the owner 
of a vehicle described in subsection I is unknown, the 
owner of the premises or property where the vehicle is 
located shall inquire of the Secretary of State in writing 
whether the Secretary of State's records contain infor
mation as to the owner and lienholder, if any, of the 
vehicle. That inquiry SHall be ffiase 1'10 later tHaB 39 
says aHef Feeeipt of tHe '1eHiele aHs SHall must include 
the vehicle's make, model, year, body type, vehicle iden
tification number and any registration and plates on the 
vehicle. Upon receipt of the inquiry, the Secretary of 
State shall provide the holder of the vehicle with tl-flY 
iBfofffiatioH 01'1 reeors as to the name and address of the 
vehicle's owner and lienholder or shall state that no record 
of the vehicle is on file. 

A. If the Secretary of State provides the name of the 
oowner or lienholder, the holder of the vehicle shall 
comply with subsection 3. 

B. If the Secretary of State finds no record of the 
vehicle, the owner of the premises or property where 
the vehicle was brougHt Of abaBsoBes is located shall 
publish, at least twice in a newspaper of general cir
culation in the county where the premises or prop
erty is located, a notice vt'HieH SHall that clearly de
seriee describes the vehicle and state states that if 
the owner of the vehicle or lienholder has not prop
erly elairflee retrieved it and paid all reasonable eosts 
8fl6 charges for its towing and storage within 14 days 
from the date of last publication, ownership of the 
vehicle sHaH will pass to the owner of the property or 
premises where the vehicle is located. The notice 
sHaH must clearly state how the owner of the pre
mises or property may be contacted. 


