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A. Government vehicles as identified in section 256;

CHAPTER 219

For purposes of this subsection, the physician, podiatrist,

B. Vehicles owned or controlled by a dealer as defined

dentist or health care provider may rely upon a reasonable
representation that the person giving consent for the patient

by subchapter III-A; or

C. Vehicles registered as vehicles for hire.

Sec. 2. 29 MRSA §780, sub-§8, as amended by PL,
1989, c. 824, §4, is repealed.

Sec. 3. Effective date,
January 1, 1992.

This Act takes effect on

Effective January 1, 1992,

CHAPTER 217
H.P. 60 - L..D. 88
An Act Concerning Consent to Dental Care

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as
follows:

24 MRSA §2905, sub-§1, as amended by PL 1989,
c. 74, §2, is further amended to read:

1. Disallowance of recovery on grounds of lack of
informed consent. No recovery may be allowed against any
physician, podiatrist, dentist or any health care provider upon
the grounds that the health care treatment was rendered
without the informed consent of the patient or the patient’s
spouse, parent, guardian, nearest relative or other person
authorized to give consent for the patient when:

A. The action of the physician, podiatrist or dentist in
obtaining the consent of the patient or other person
authorized to give consent for the patient was in ac-
cordance with the standards of practice among mem-
bers of the same health care profession with similar
training and experience situated in the same or similar
communities; and

B. A reasonable person, from the information pro-
vided by the physician, podiatrist or dentist under the
circumstances, would have a general understanding of
the proceduresor treatments and of the usualand most
frequent risks and hazards inherent in the proposed
procedures or treatments which are recognized and
followed by other physicians, podiatrists or dentists
engaged in the same field of practice in the same or
similar communities; or

C. Areasonable person, under all surrounding circum-
stances, would have undergone such treatment or
procedure had that person been advised by the physi-
cian, podiatrist or dentist in accordance with para-
graphs A and B or this paragraph.

257

is authorized to give consent unless the physician, podiatrist,
dentist or health care provider has notice to the contrary.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 218

H.P. 291 - 1.D. 412

An Act to Make the Wild Blueberry the
Official State Berry

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as
follows:

1 MRSA §219 is enacted to read:
§219. State berry

The wild blueberry (vaccinium angustifolium, aiton) is
the official state berry.

See title page for effective date.

CHAPTER 219
S.P. 299 - L.D. 797

An Act to Regulate Conflict of Interest within the
Maine Science and Technology Commission

Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Leg-
islature do not become effective until 90 days after adjourn-
ment unless enacted as emergencies; and

Whereas, existing law, the Maine Revised Statutes,
Title 17, section 3104, provides that persons holding positions
of trust in any state office or public institution may not have
any direct or indirect interest in any contract made on behalf
of the State or of the institution in which they hold a place of
trust; and

Whereas, the effectiveness of the Maine Science and
Technology Commission depends upon the active involve-
ment of individuals from educational institutions, nonprofit
organizations, business enterprises and government serving
on the commission and the advisory bodies to the commission;
and

Whereas, the commission and advisory body mem-
bers who have the skills and interest to serve will represent
institutions having a direct or indirect interest; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these
facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Consti-



