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CHAPTER 898 

G. One representative of a local social service 
agency; and 

H. Two representatives of the general public. 

3. Chair. The commissioner shall designate the 
chair of each board. 

4. Responsibilities. Each board shall: 

A Advise the commissioner in the development of 
center policy to foster positive relations with the 
community; 

B. Assist the commissioner in the development and 
evaluation of admission criteria for the center; 

C. Assist in locating and developing employment 
opportunities for residents; 

D. Act as a liaison between the department and the 
community; 

E. Meet as often as necessary at the discretion of 
the chair; and 

F. Adopt rules of procedure necessary to carry out 
its duties. 

§3954. Residents generally 

1. Evaluation. Before being accepted for resi­
dence in each center, prospective residents must be 
determined to be low risks, in accordance with admission 
criteria developed with the advice of the board and 
approved by the commissioner. 

2. Residence. All residents at a center are under 
the control of the department in accordance with the 
rules of the department, and are subject to any additional 
conditions of probation which may have been set at the 
time of the resident's sentencing. All residents shall 
attend work and other community activities as scheduled 
and the department shall subject residents to drug and 
alcohol testing, as appropriate, which may be on a random 
basis. 

3. Employment and employment training. All 
residents must be employed full time or must participate 
in a full-time equivalent combination of employment, 
employment training and employment placement activi­
ties pursuant to employment policies developed in con­
sultation with the board and approved by the commis­
sioner. 

4. Community service. To the greatest extent 
practicable, all residents shall engage in community ser­
vice. The minimum amount of community service re­
quired and the definition of community service must be 
established with the advice of the board and the approval 
of the commissioner. 
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5. Rehabilitation. To the greatest extent practi­
cable, residents shall participate in existing community 
education, life skills and other rehabilitation programs. 
Programs must be provided at the center for those resi­
dents who are unable to participate in programs located 
in the community. 

6. Funds. No person may be admitted to a center 
unless the person consents to surrender all funds received 
from employment and other sources to the department 
for disbursement. The department shall adopt rules for 
the disbursement of the funds. The rules must include 
provisions for the payment of fines, court fees and resti­
tution to the resident's victim or victims when appropri­
ate, contributions toward the resident's cost of residency, 
contributions toward the cost of court-appointed coun­
sel, contributions to the support of the resident's depen­
dents, and any other financial obligations the resident 
may have. The rules must also include provisions for 
personal expense funds that the resident may use during 
residency, and personal savings to be accumulated until 
discharge. All resident funds received by the department 
must be placed in a specific center account and any inter­
est that accrues may be used to pay account service 
charges or to provide center programs for residents. 

7. Unauthorized leave. Any resident who leaves a 
center without authorization or fails to appear for or 
leaves any activity beyond the grounds of a center without 
authorization, commits escape under Title 17-A, section 
755. 

§3955. Employees 

Employees of each center have the same power as 
sheriffs in their respective counties to search for and 
apprehend escapees from the center, when authorized to 
do so. 

Sec. 5. Contingent upon ratification of bond 
issue. This Act does not become effective unless and 
until the people of the State have ratified the issuance of 
bonds at the general election in November 1990 in the 
amount of $20,250,000 for correctional facilities. 
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Effective as indicated. 

CHAPTER 899 

H.P. 1448 - L.D. 2017 

An Act to Establish a Statewide System of 
School-to-community Transition Coordination 

Services for Handicapped Youth 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the 
Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after 
adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

Whereas, Public Law 1985, chapter 768 required 
a report to the Legislature containing recommendations 
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for a statewide system of transition services for handi­
capped youth by December 15, 1988; and 

Whereas, the existing system of transition selVices 
is in jeopardy and requires a clear statutory authorization 
and funding; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these 
facts create an emergency within the meaning of the 
Constitution of Maine and require the following legisla­
tion as immediately necessary for the preselVation of the 
public peace, health and safety; now, therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1. 5 MRSA §12004-I, sub-§lO-A is enacted 
to read: 

10-A. £du- Interdepart- Expenses 
mental Commit- Only 
tee on Trans-

20-A MRSA 
§7803 

Sec. 2. 20-A MRSA §7801, as enacted by PL 
1985, c_ 768, § 1, is amended to read: 

§7801. Purpose 

It is the purpose of this chapter to stiffil:llB~e HifOl:Igk 
~8e Be~h'i~ies sf flils~ flfOjee~s B implement selVice plan­
ning and coordination for youth with handicaps, 14 years 
of age or older and under 26 years of age, who are in 
transition from school to the community. Local projects 
have been established to provide more effective and 
efficient statewide delivery of selVices to handicapped 
youths in transition from school to the community by: 

1. Coordination. Coordinating existing programs 
presently provided for these youths by the Department of 
Human SelVices, the Department of Mental Health and 
Mental Retardation, the Department of Educational and 
Cultural SelVices, the Department of Labor, the Depart­
ment of Corrections and other public and private agen­
cies; 

2. Planning and delivery. DelplefiHg Planning and 
delivering selVices only to meet identified unmet needs; 
and 

3. Future recommendations. Using results from 
the operation of these t*k* projects to determine the best 
direction for future recommendations to selVe this popu­
lation. 

Sec. 3. 20-A MRSA §7802, sub-§3, as enacted 
by PL 1985, c. 768, § 1, is amended to read: 

3. Services. "SelVices" means those activities 
undertaken to BefeeH, (wBII:IB~e, ideH~ify, fllBH BHd provide 
special education, habilitation, rehabilitation, vocational 
and related selVices to handicapped persons in transition 
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from school to community. These selVices may include, 
but are not limited to: 

A Identification of all handicapped youth in tran­
sition in schools and in the community; 

B. Referral to appropriate community selVices; 

C. Technical assistance for student education and 
transition plan development and implementation; 

D. Program development and evaluation; 

E. Case management and student tracking; 

F. Family training, counseling and support; 

G. Employer training, counseling and support; 

H. Facilitation of interagency communication and 
collaboration; and 

I. Planning and conducting skill development train-
i!!& 

Sec. 4. 20-A MRSA §7802, sub-§§5 to 9 are en­
acted to read: 

5. Interdepartmental council. "Interdepartmen­
tal council" means the Committee for the Interdepart­
mental Coordination of SelVices to Children and Families 
as established by Title 34-B, section 1214. 

6. Commissioners. "Commissioners" means the 
Commissioner of Human SelVices, the Commissioner of 
Mental Health and Mental Retardation, the Commis­
sioner of Educational and Cultural SelVices, the Commis­
sioner of Labor and the Commissioner of Corrections. 

7. Committee. "Committee" means the Interde­
partmental Committee on Transition as established in 
section 7803. 

8. Area coordinating committee. "Area coordi­
nating committee" means a committee authorized in 
section 7804, subsection 4. 
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9. Site. "Site" means each of the area coordination 
programs. 

Sec. 5. 20-A MRSA §7803, as enacted by PL 
1985, c. 768, §1, is amended to read: 

§7803. Interdepartmental Committee on Transition 

An Interdepartmental CosfdiHB~iHg Committee 
fef IIBHdieaflfled YSI:I~k iH Q!l Transition pursuant to 
Title 5, chapter 379, representing the Department of 
Educational and Cultural SelVices, the Department of 
Human SelVices, the Department of Mental Health and 
Mental Retardation, the Department of Labor, the 
Department of Corrections, at least 2 of the local coor-
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dination sites and the public, shall be appointed by the ~ 
commissioners to work with the deportmeflt interdepart­
mental council to establish guidelines, including continu­
ationapplications, to monitor grants and to evaluate the 
performance of area coordination programs developed 
through the grants. 

The members of this committee shall be compen­
sated in accordance with Title 5, chapter 379. 

Sec. 6. 20-A MRSA §7804, sub-§1, as enacted 
by PL 1985, c. 768, § 1, is repealed. 

Sec. 7. 20-A MRSA §7804, sub-§1-A is enacted 
to read: 

I-A. Grants. The committee, as established in 
section 7803, shall provide funds for the maintenance of 
existing sites and shall provide funds for new or expanded 
sites, as funds are available. These funds must support 
the effective delivery of services to handicapped youth in 
transition by coordinating existing programs, when pos­
sible, and establishing a mechanism for ongoing coordi­
nation of programs for handicapped youths in transition 
at a local or regional level, including local educational 
agencies, community mental health centers, regional 
mental retardation services, regional rehabilitation pro­
grams and other public and private agencies as appropri­
ate. Each project must establish a method to identify 
unserved and underserved handicapped youths in transi­
tion and develop services for these youths. 

Sec. 8. 20-A MRSA §7804, sub-§§2, 4 and 5, 
as enacted by PL 1985, c. 768, §1, are amended to read: 

2. Rules. The committee shall promulgate Qy rules 
policy and procedures that assure participation at the 
local level by agencies currently serving handicapped 
youths in transition from school to community. They shall 
require that existing resources for providing services to 
handicapped youths in transition be exhausted prior to 
using grants funds to provide services. 

4. Area coordinating committee. Meettl An area 
coordinating· committee, organized prior to application 
for receipt of a grant, shall be responsible for governance 
of each local progrom site. Membership shall include 
representatives of transitional services programs in the 
region to be served by the grant; representatives of the 
appropriate regional offices of the Department of Human 
Services 6fl6, the Department of Mental Health and 
Mental Retardation, the Department of Corrections and 
the Department of Labor; representatives of participat­
ing school administrative units; representatives of adult 
service agencies, including rehabilitation facilities; par­
ents of aOfldieopped children with handicapping 
conditions; employers; and other community members as 
appropriate. Terms of membership and methods of 
appointment or election shall be determined by leeal ~ 
coordinating committee bylaws, subject to approval of 
the committee. Responsibilities of leeal area coordinat­
ing committees shall be detailed in the rules promulgated 
by the committee. 
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5. Evaluation. Continuous evaluation of the pilt* 
~ project sites shall be required and shall be an 
integral part of each pHffi project. The committee shall 
determifle tae elfpeeted ol:lteeme gools of tae pilot proj 
eets ofld 9aoll cause to be developed an evaluation design 
to determine the success of the pHffi projects and shall 
ensure its implementation. 

The 3 eemmissioflers saoll preseflt to tae Legislotl:lfe Ofl 
iflteriffi report prior to Deeember 15, 1987. This report 
saoll provide Ofl ossessmeflt of tae plOflfliflg efforts of tae 
Stote Iflterdeportmefltoi Coordiflotiflg Committee for 
HOfldieopped ¥ol:ltas ifl Troflsitiofl. Ifl odditiOfl, tais 
report saoll eefltoifl oay reeemmefldotiofls, iflell:ldiRg 
legislotiofl for tae eefltifll:lotiofl or elfpoflsioR of tae pilot 
projeets. 

The 3 eemmissioRers saoll preseflt to tae Legislotl:lre 0 

fiRol report prior to Deeemeer 15, 1988. This report saoll 
pro·tide OR e\'Oll:lotiofl sl:lmmory of tae pilot projeets oRd 
reeemmeRdotioRs, iRell:ldiflg legislotioR, Reeesssry to 
eorry Ol:lt a statewide sePt'iee delivery system wita Ofl 
implemefltotioR seaedl:lle to begifl Jl:lly 1, 1989. 

Sec. 9. 20 MRSA §7804, sub-§6 is enacted to 
read: 

6. Report. The interdepartmental council shall 
present to the Legislature an annual report on the activi­
ties of the committee. This report shall provide an evalu­
ation summary of the projects and recommendations, 
including legislation, necessary to support and maintain a 
statewide transitional services planning and delivery sys­
tem. 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this Act shall take effect when 
approved. 

Effective April 24, 1990. 

CHAPTER 900 
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H.P. 1438 - L.D. 2008 

An Act to Establish Coastal Watershed Districts 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

Sec. 1. 38 MRSA c. 23-A is enacted to read: 

CHAPTER 23-A 

COASTAL WATERSHED DISTRICTS 

§2021. Coastal watershed districts 

1. Authorization; purpose. Coastal watershed 
districts may be created pursuant to this chapter to pro­
tect, restore and maintain water quality and aquatic 


