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PUBLIC LAWS 

OF THE 
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January 3,1990 to April 14, 1990 



CHAPTER 785 

department or agency for any qualifying purchase or 
award of a contract or grant. Nothing in this section may 
be construed to require the adoption of new procedures 
for every new purchase, contract or award. Nothing in 
this section may be construed to require the State Pur
chasing Agent or the Department of Administration to 
approve any contract, grant or award that is not presently 
approved by the State Purchasing Agent or the Depart
ment of Administration under chapters 153 and 155. 

Sec. 4. 3O·A MRSA §124, 2nd 'ff, as enacted by 
PL 1987, c. 737, Pt. A, §2 and Pt. C, §106 and as amended 
by PL 1989, c. 6; c. 9, §2; and c. 104, Pt. C, §§8 and 10, 
is further amended to read: 

Except for purchases through the State, the county 
commissioners shall make all purchases over $1,000 of 
services, supplies, materials and equipment needed by the 
county, or any department or agency of the county, by 
competitive bidding. Title 5, seetioA 1816 chapter 155, 
subchapter I-A governs these purchases as far as appli
cable. Title 5, section -HH6 1825-B, subsection 2, para
graph A, governs purchases through the State. 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this Act takes effect when ap
proved. 

Effective April 6, 1990. 

CHAPTER 786 

H.P. 1684 • L.D. 2330 

An Act Concerning Security Deposits on 
Propane Gas Deliveries 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the 
Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after 
adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

Whereas, the costs associated with heating a home 
in this State through the winter months are extraordinar
ily high; and 

Whereas, these costs create a tremendous finan
cial hardship for the people of this State, particularly 
senior citizens and people on fIXed incomes; and 

Whereas, the additional financial burden pre
sented by liquid propane dealers who collect security 
deposits from residential customers without returning 
interest on those deposits cannot be borne by the people 
of this State; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these 
facts create an emergency within the meaning of the 
Constitution of Maine and require the following legisla
tion as immediately necessary for the preservation of the 
public peace, health and safety; now, therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

PUBLIC LAWS, SECOND REGULAR SESSION -1989 

32 MRSA c. 24·A is enacted to read: 

CHAPTER 24-A 

LIQUID PROPANE DEALERS 

§1695. Interest on security deposits 

Sellers of liquid propane for residential use may 
collect security deposits from residential customers only 
if the sellers return to the customers the deposit plus 
accrued interest at the market rate less any amount owed 
the seller at the time of the return of the deposit to the 
customer. 

§1696. Penalty and enforcement 

Any person, firm, partnership or corporation that 
violates any of the provisions of this chapter commits a 
civil violation for which a civil forfeiture of not more than 
$500 for each offense must be adjudged. 

When the Attorney General becomes cognizant of 
a possible violation of this chapter, the Attorney General 
shall investigate the matter and, if the Attorney General 
has reason to believe a violation has occurred, the Attor
ney General shall bring action in court to enforce the 
provisions of this chapter. 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this Act takes effect when ap
proved. 

1864 

Effective April 6, 1990. 

CHAPTER 787 

H.P. 1749 - L.D. 2412 

An Act to Provide for a Study of the Harness 
Racing Industry 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the 
Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after 
adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

Whereas, it is necessary to enact this legislation as 
an emergency measure in order that the Commission to 
Study the Harness Racing Industry may complete its 
study so that any recommendations may be implemented 
in a timely manner; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these 
facts create an emergency within the meaning of the 
Constitution of Maine and require the following legisla
tion as immediately necessary for the preservation of the 
public peace, health and safety; now, therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 


