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CHAPTER 685 

35·A MRSA §6109 is enacted to read: 

§6109. Sale of land by consumer-owned water utility 

The following provisions govern the sale or transfer 
by a consumer-owned water utility of land or property 
owned by that water utility for the purposes of providing 
a source of supply, storing water or protecting sources of 
supply or water storage, including reservoirs, lakes, ponds, 
rivers and streams, land surrounding or adjoining reser
voirs, lakes, ponds, rivers or streams, wetlands and water
shed areas. 

1. Notice of proposed sale. A consumer-owned 
water utility shall, at least 8 months prior to the sale of 
land under this section, give notice of that proposed sale 
to the commission. The utility shall provide additional 
notice as prescribed by rule by the commission as follows. 

A Notice must be given to the municipality or 
municipalities where the land is located. 

B. One notice must be given to each of the custom
ers of the consumer-owned water utility in a man
ner prescribed by the commission. 

C. Notice must be published in a newspaper of 
general circulation in the area encompassed by the 
consumer-owned water utility. 

2. Time of sale. Land subject to the provisions of 
this section may not be sold within the first 8 months after 
notice of the proposed sale has been given to the commis
sion unless all or part of that time period is waived by the 
commission for good cause shown. 

3. Sale at a price below market value. The trustees 
of a consumer-owned water utility may sell land to the 
State, an agency of the State, a municipality or other 
governmental body, or a private nonprofit organization at 
a price below market value. Land purchased under this 
subsection must be used for: 

A The purposes of retaining or protecting the 
natural scenic or open-space values of the property; 

B. Assuring the availability of the property for 
recreational or open-space use; 

C. Protecting natural resources; or 

D. Maintaining or enhancing air or water quality. 

The sale of consumer-owned water utility land pursuant 
to this subsection may not be considered unreasonable or 
imprudent solely by reason of its sale at a price below 
market value. 

4. Rules. The commission may promulgate rules 
to implement this section, including, but not limited to, 
rules governing the authority of the ratepayers of the 
consumer-owned water utility to endorse or prohibit the 
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sale of land by a consumer-owned water utility under this 
section and to prohibit or endorse any condition of that 
sale. 

5. Right of first refusal. The municipality in which 
the land is located shall have the right of first refusal to 
purchase any land that lies within that municipality's 
boundaries and is offered for sale under this section. That 
right is assignable by the municipality. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 686 

H.P. 1625 - L.D. 2247 

An Act to Clarify the Law Governing the 
Aroostook County Finance Committee 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the 
Legislature do not become effective until 90 days after 
adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

Whereas, the committee members are to be 
elected on the Tuesday after the first Monday of Novem
ber; and 
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Whereas, the nomination petitions must be com
pleted before the election date; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these 
facts create an emergency within the meaning of the 
Constitution of Maine and require the following legisla
tion as immediately necessary for the preservation of the 
public peace, health and safety; now, therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine 
as follows: 

30·A MRSA §739, sub.§1, '\lA, as enacted by PL 
1989, c. 475, §§1 and 2, is amended to read: 

A Finance committee members shall be elected on 
the Tuesday following the first Monday of Novem
ber in each even-numbered year. Nominations for 
the office of finance committee member are to be 
nonpartisan and are to be made by petition in 
accordance with Title 21-A, chapter 5, subchapter 
II, except that candidates need not verify by oath or 
affirmation that they are not enrolled in a party and 
the number of signatures of voters on a nomination 
petition for a candidate in each district subdivision 
must be at least 25 and not more than 40. The 
election sftaH must be conducted and the results 
determined as provided for the election of county 
commissioners in section 61. 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency 
cited in the preamble, this Act takes effect when ap
proved. 

Effective March 15, 1990. 


