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PUBLIC LAWS, FIRST REGULAR SESSION .1989 

reform programs designed to improve opportunities for 
persons with mental illness; 

4. Recommendations concerning state mental 
health institutes. To make recommendations to the 
68mmiSBiea commissioner on the management of the state 
mental health institutes. These recommendations shall 
include, but not be limited to, those prepared by the subcom
mittee on state mental health institute; 

5. Subcommittee on state mental health institutes. 
To create a subcommittee from the membership of the 
commission elleIHsjr,'eiy to monitor and evaluate the state 
mental health institutes. The subcommittee shall ftleBftef 
aae eTlslHale the eeTtelepffieat aae implemeatatiea ef staa 
eafeS ef earl' aae treatmeat at the state meatal health iasti 
tHtes aae iaspeet the iastitHtes assist in the development of 
standards of care and treatment for patients at the Augusta 
Mental Health Institute and the Bangor Mental Health 
Institute; 

6. Staff; compensation. To appoint a full-time 
executive director who shall serve at the pleasure of the 
commission and who shall not be subject to the civil service 
laws or approval of the department, the Governor or the 
Legislature. The executive director is entitled to compensa
tion in an amount to be determined by the commission within 
the same pay range authorized for the Executive Director of 
the Human Services Council. The executive director shall 
perform those duties as assigned by the commission. The 
commission may employ a secretary as it deems necessary. 
The commission may request department staff, as needed, 
to assist the commission in carrying out its functions and 
duties. The executive director may make recommendations 
to the commission; 

7. Meetings. To conduct public hearings, confer
ences, workshops and other such meetings to obtain infor
mation about, discuss and publicize the needs of and solu
tions to problems of persons with mental illness in Maine; 

8. Advise. To act in an advisory capacity to the 
commissioner in the development of the state mental health 
plan and in the appointment of a Director of the Bureau of 
Mental Health. The commission shall act in an advisory 
capacity to the commissioner, the Governor and the Legis
lature on mental health matters; ftft6 

9. State mental health plan. To participate in the 
development of the state mental health plan required by 
section 3006:; and 

10. Prepare legislation. To prepare legislation for 
submission to the Legislature to implement any of its recom
mendations. 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited 
in the preamble, this Act shall take effect when approved. 

Effective June 16, 1989. 
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CHAPTER 336 

S.P.402 - L.D. 1046 

CHAPTER 337 

An Act to Reduce the Quantities of Cocaine 
and Heroin Necessary to Allow a Presumption 

of Trafficking 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
follows: 

17-A MRSA §1103, sub-§3, as amended by PL 
1987, c. 535, §l, is further amended to read: 

3. A person shall be presumed to be unlawfully 
trafficking in scheduled drugs if he the person intentionally 
or knowingly possesses more than 2 pounds of marijuana, i!8 
14 grams or more of cocaine or i!8 .1 grams or more of heroin. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 337 

H.P. 953 - L.D. 1321 

An Act to Facilitate the Establishment and 
Enforcement of Child Support and Health 

Insurance Obligations and to Clarify the Law 
Concerning the Modification of Child Support 

Orders 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
follows: 

Sec. 1. 19 MRSA §214, sub-§9, as amended by PL 
1989, c. 156, §1, is further amended to read: 

9. Support order. The court may order either parent 
of a minor child to contribute reasonable and just sums as 
child support payable weekly, monthly or quarterly. Availa
bility of public welfare benefits to the family shall not affect 
the decision of the court as to the responsibility of a parent 
to provide child support. The court shall inquire of the 
parties concerning the existence of a child support order 
entered pursuant to subchapter V. If such an order exists, 
the court shall consider its terms in establishing a child 
support obligation. 

After January 1, 1990, the court may order either parent to 
provide child support beyond the child's 18th birthday if the 
child is attending secondary school as defined in Title 2O-A, 
section 1, until the child graduates, withdraws or is expelled 
from secondary school or attains the age of 19, whichever 
first occurs. 

The court's order may include a requirement for the pay
ment of part or all of the medical expenses, hospital expenses 
and other health care expenses of the child. If ffieeieal, 
hsspitali2atiea ef eeatal iBSHfaftee e8't'efage fer his eRile is 
!tY8i1allle te aa ellligatee (J8reftt eft a geeHp llasis thFeHgh his 
empleymeftt ef ether affiliatieft, the 68Hft's eeeer shall ift 


