
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



LAWS 

OF THE 

STATE OF MAINE 

AS PASSED BY THE 

ONE HUNDRED AND FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

December 7, 1988 to July 1, 1989 

Chapters 1 - 502 

THE GENERAL EFFECTIVE DATE FOR 
NON-EMERGENCY LAWS IS 

SEPTEMBER 30, 1989 

PUBLISHED BY THE REVISOR OF STATUTES 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH MAINE REVISED STATUTES ANNOTATED, 

TITLE 3, SECTION 163-A, SUBSECTION 4. 

I.S. McCarthy Company 
Augusta, Maine 

1989 



PUBLIC LAWS 

OF THE 

STATE OF MAINE 
AS PASSED AT THE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION 

of the 

ONE HUNDRED AND FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE 

1989 



PUBLIC LAWS, FIRST REGULAR SESSION -1989 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
follows: 

10 MRSA §1472, as repealed and replaced by PL 
1985, c. 429, §2, is amended to read: 

§1472. Exclusions 

Nothing is ill this chapter applies to motor vehicles 
sold, offered for sale or transferred for parts or scrap and not 
for transportation if that purpose is conspicuously written in 
the contract as follows: "This vehicle is sold for parts or scrap 
and not for transportation." Evidence outside the contract 
will be admissible to contradict such a contract provision. 
Nothing in this chapter applies to motor vehicles sold, of
fered for sale or transferred by a lessor to that vehicle's lessee 
or to an employee of the lessee, provided that any lessee who 
is otherwise a dealer, as defined in section 1471, subsection 
2, is required to comply with the terms of this section in 
connection with any such sale or transfer to a person other 
than that lessee. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 62 

S.P. 174 • L.D. 331 

An Act to Establish a Maine 
Self-service Storage Act 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
follows: 

10 MRSA c. 212 is enacted to read: 

CHAPTER 212 

SELF-SERVICE STORAGE ACT 

§1371. Short title 

This Act shall be known and may be cited as the 
"Maine Self-service Storage Act." 

§1372. Definitions 

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise 
indicates, the following terms have the following meanings. 

1. Default. "Default" means the failure to perform -
on time any obligation or duty set forth in the rental agree
ment. 

2. Last known address. "Last known address" 
means that address provided by the occupant in the rental 
agreement or the address provided by the occupant in a 
subsequent written notice of a Change of address. 

3. Leased space. "Leased space" means the indi
vidual storage space at the self-service facility which is rented 
to an occupant under a rental agreement. 
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4. Occupant. "Occupant" means a person, a 
sublessee, successor or assignee, entitled to the use of a 
leased space at a self-service storage facility under a rental 
agreement. 

5. Operator. "Operator" means the owner, opera
tor, lessor or sublessor of a self-service storage facility, an 
agent or any other person authorized to manage the facility. 
Operator does not mean a warehouseman, unless the opera
tor issues a warehouse receipt, bill of lading or other docu
ment of title for the personal _property stored. 

6. Personal property. "Personal property" means 
movable property, not affixed to land. Personal property 
includes, but is not limited to, goods, wares, merchandise, 
motor vehicles, watercraft and household items and furnish
ings. 

7. Rental agreement. "Rental agreement" means 
any written agreement that establishes or modifies the terms, 
conditions or rules concerning the use and occupancy of a 
self-service storage facility. 

8. Self-service storage facility. "Self-service stor
age facility" means any real property used for renting or 
leasing individual storage spaces under a written rental 
agreement in which the occupants themselves customarily 
store and remove their own personal property on a self
service basis. 

§1373. Restrictions of use 

1. Operator not to permit use for residential pur
poses. An operator may not knowingly permit a leased space 
at a self-service storage facility to be used for residential 
purposes. 

2. Occupant not to use for residential purposes. 
An occupant may not use a leased space for residential 
purposes. 

3. Occupant not to store certain goods. An occu
pant is prohibited from storing goods that have a dangerous, 
harmful, offensive or noxious impact on the self-service 
storage facility or its surroundings or are a nuisance to self
service storage facility occupants, the operator or operator's 
employees. 

A. If the operator has reason to believe that an 
occupant is storing goods that have resulted in a 
condition described in this subsection, the operator 
may remove and dispose of the goods thus causing 
that condition. 

B. Before disposing of goods under this subsection, 
the operator shall: 

(1) Notify the occupant of the condition by 
regular mail at the occupant's last known 
address or other address set forth by the 
occupant in the rental agreement; 
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(2) Inspect the leased space at least 7 days 
following the notice to the occupant; and 

(3) Determine whether a condition de
scribed in this subsection exists. 

C. Notwithstanding paragraph B, an operator may 
immediately dispose of goods under this section if 
they constitute a threat to health, safety or welfare. 
The operator shall immediately notify the occupant 
of this action following the procedures of paragraph 
B, subparagraph (1). 

§1374. Lien 

1. Lien created. The operator of a self-service 
storage facility has a lien on all personal property stored 
within each leased space for rent, labor or other charges, and 
for expenses reasonably incurred in its sale, as provided in 
this Act. 

2. Statement in rental agreement. The rental 
agreement must contain a statement, in bold type, advising 
the occupant: 

A Of the existence of the lien; 

B. That property stored in the leased space may be 
sold to satisfy the lien if the occupant is in default; 
and 

C. That a sale shall be held at the self-service storage 
facility where the personal property is stored or at the 
nearest suitable location. 

§1375. Enforcement of lien 

1. Sale; use of proceeds. If the occupant is in default 
for a period of more than 45 days, the operator may enforce 
a lien by selling the property stored in the leased space at a 
public or private sale for cash. Proceeds shall then be applied 
to satisfy the lien, with any surplus disbursed as provided in 
subsection 5. 

2. Notice; advertisement. As soon as the occupant 
is in default and before conducting a sale under subsection 
I, the operator shall: 

A Send a notice of default by regular mail and by 
certified mail to the occupant at the occupant's last 
known address or other address set forth by the 
occupant in the rental agreement which includes: 

0) A statement that the contents of the 
occupant's leased space are subject to the 
operator's lien; 

(2) A statement of the operator's claim, 
indicating the charges due on the date of the 
notice, the amount of any additional charges 
which shall become due before the date of 
sale and the date those additional charges 
shall become due; 
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(3) A demand for payment of the charges 
due within a specified time, not less than 14 
days after the date of the notice; 

(4) A statement that unless the claim is paid 
within the time stated, the contents of the 
occupant's space will be sold, specifying the 
time and place; and 

(5) The name, street address and telephone 
number of the operator, or the operator's 
designated agent, whom the occupant may 
contact to respond to the notice; and 

B. Publish an advertisement of the sale once a week 
for 2 consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the city or town where the sale is to be 
held. The advertisement must include a general de
scription of the property as set forth in the rental 
agreement, the name of the person on whose ac
count it is being held and the time and place of the 
sale. The sale must take place at least 15 days after 
the first publication. 

3. Redemption of property. At any time before a 
sale under this section, the occupant may pay the amount 
necessary to satisfy the lien and redeem the occupant's 
personal property. 

4. Location of sale. A sale under this section shall 
be held at the self-service storage facility or at the nearest 
suitable place to where the personal property is stored. 

5. Distribution of proceeds. If a sale is held under 
this section, the operator shall: 

A Satisfy the lien from the proceeds of the sale; and 

B. Hold the balance, if any, for delivery on demand 
to the occupant or any other recorded lienholders. 

6. Insufficent process. If proceeds of the sale are 
not sufficient to satisfy the occupant's outstanding obliga
tions to the operator, the occupant shall remain liable to the 
operator for such deficiency. 

7. Purchasers. A purchaser in good faith of any 
personal property sold under this Act takes the property free 
and clear of any rights of: 

A Persons against whom the lien was valid; and 

B. Other lienholders. 

8. Operator liability. If the operator complies with 
the provisions of this Act, the operator's liability: 

A To the occupant shall be limited to the net 
proceeds received from the sale of the personal 
property; and 
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B. To other lienholders shall be limited to the net 
proceeds received from the sale of any personal 
property covered by that other lien. 

9. Denying occupant access to leased space. If an 
occupant is in default, the operator, by making provision in 
the written rental agreement, may deny the occupant access 
to the leased space, provided that the occupant may arrange 
to have access solely to view and verify the contents of the 
leased space. Such access must be arranged with the facility 
office during normal business hours. 

10. Notices; certified or registered mail. Unless 
otherwise specifically provided, all notices required by this 
Act shall be sent by certified or registered mail. 

A Notices sent to the operator shall be sent to the 
self-service storage facility where the occupant's 
property is stored. Notices to the occupant shall be 
sent to the occupant at the occupant's last known 
address. Notices shall be deemed delivered when 
deposited with the United States Postal Service, 
properly addressed as provided in subsection 2, with 
POStage paid. 

11. Control of property in leased space. Unless the 
rental agreement of this Act specifically provides otherwise, 
until a lien sale under this Act, the exclusive care, custody 
and control of all personal property stored in the leased self
service storage space remains vested in the occupant. 

12. Savings clause. All rental agreements, entered 
into before the effective date of this Act which have not been 
extended or renewed after that date, shall remain valid and 
may be enforced or terminated in accordance with their 
terms or as permitted by any other law of this State. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 63 

H.P. 252 - L.D. 364 

An Act to Amend the Laws on Interest on 
Delinquent County Taxes 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
follows: 

36 MRSA §892-A, 2nd 'If, as amended by PL 1987, 
c. 737, Pt. C, §§79 and 106, and amended by PL 1989, C.c. 
6 and 9, is further amended to read: 

The rate of interest shall be specified by vote of the 
county commissioners and a notification of this rate shall be 
included in the warrant to assessors required under Title 30-
A, section 706. The rate of interest may not exceed the rate 
of interest established by the State Tax Assessor under 
section 186. Ialeresl may ael Be eharges a ml:iaieifmlity 
Befere the latest sate, set By the ml:iaieifmlity l:iaser seetiea 
SOS fer efiargiag iaterest ea seliafJl:ieat tlHrell, .... ffiiefi falls 
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',rAthifl the eel:iflty's fiseal year te , .... hieh the Eieliflql:ieRt tal[ is 
te aflflly. The specified rate of interest shall apply to delin
quent taxes committed during the taxable year until those 
taxes are paid in full; and the interest shall be added to and 
become part of the taxes .. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 64 

H.P. 258 - L.D. 370 

An Act to Promote Effective 
Identification of Minors 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
follows: 

29 MRSA §540-A, sub-§l, as repealed and re
placed by PL 1987, c. 791, §4, is amended to read: 

1. Under 21 years of age. The Secretary of State 
shall provide that licenses issued to persons under 21 years 
of age be distinctive~ by being printed with a different 
color code than fer those issued to persons 21 years of age 
or older er By same ether aflflfOflriate sistiRgaishiflg mark ef 
eeee. 

See title page for effective date. 

CHAPTER 65 

H.P. 277 - L.D. 389 

An Act to Require Drivers to 
Tum Off Auxiliary Lights 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
follows: 

Sec. 1. 29 MRSA §1072 is amended to read: 

§1072. Dimming of lights on approaching vehicles 

Whenever the driver of a vehicle equipped with 
multiple-beam road lighting equipment, during the times 
when lighted lamps are required and at other times when 
they are lighted, approaches an oncoming vehicle within 500 
feet, Sl:ieh or follows a vehicle within 100 feet, the driver shall 
dim the headlights or switch to a low beam sa that the glariag 
fays afe flet flrejeetes iflts the eyes ef the Eirp.'er ef the 
efleemiflg yehiele and shall turn off any fog or auxiliary light 
allowed by section 1367-B, subsection 1, which exceeds 
20,000 candlepower. 

Sec. 2. 29 MRSA §1073 is repealed. 

See title page for effective date. 


