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CHAPTER 610 

CHAPTER 610 

S.P. 773 - L.D. 2030 

AN ACT to Establish a Commemorative Day for 
Margaret Chase Smith and Edmund S. Muskie. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
follows: 

1 MRSA §§129 and 130 are enacted to read: 

§129. Margaret Chase Smith Day 

December 14th of each year shall be designated as 
Margaret Chase Smith Day, and the Governor shall an
nually issue a proclamation inviting and urging the peo
ple of the State of Maine to observe this day in suitable 
places with appropriate ceremony and activity. Marga
ret Chase Smith Day shall commemorate and honor Mar
garet Chase Smith who distinguished herself as a political 
leader of this nation and as one of Maine's outstanding 
citizens. 

The Department of Educational and Cultural Services 
shall make appropriate information available to the peo
ple and schools within the limits of its budget. 

§130. Edmund S. Muskie Day 

March 28th of each year shall be designated as Ed
mund S. Muskie Day and the Governor shall annually is
sue a proclamation inviting and urging the people of the 
State of Maine to observe this day in suitable places with 
appropriate ceremony and activity. Edmund S. Muskie 
Day shall commemorate and honor Edmund Sixtus 
Muskie whose distinguished career as a political leader 
of this State and nation marks him as one of Maine's out
standing citizens. 

The Department of Educational and Cultural Services 
shall make appropriate information available to the peo
ple and schools within the limits of its budget. 

Effective August 4, 1988. 

CHAPTER 611 
S.P. 735 - L.D. 1994 

AN ACT to Amend the Law Concerning the Blaine 
House Scholars Program. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
follows: 

Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA §12501, sub-§§I-A and 3-A are 
enacted to read: 

1-A. College students. "College students" means 
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those students who have previously graduated from a 
Maine high school and are attending an institution of 
higher education on a full-time basis at the time of appli
cation for program participation. 

3-A. Graduating high school seniors. "Graduating 
high school seniors" means those students who gradu
ate from a Maine high school at the end of the academic 
year and who will be entering their first year in an in
stitution of higher education at the beginning of the next 
academic year. Academic year is considered to be a Sep
tember to June time period. 

Sec. 2. 20-A MRSA §12502, as enacted by PL 1983, 
c. 859, Pt. F, §§1 and 2, is amended to read: 

§12502. Blaine House Scholars and Financial Assistance 
Program 

There is established the Blaine House Scholars and 
Financial Assistance Program to recognize Maine high 
school graduates who attain high academic achievement, 
and to provide financial assistance for post-secondary 
education of graduating high school students seniors and 
college students and advanced degree or continued study 
by teachers. The program shall recognize outstanding 
graduating high school students seniors and college 
students as described in section 12503 and disburse in
terest free loans as described in section 12504. The pro
gram shall be administered by the commissioner. 

Sec. 3. 20-A MRSA §12503, first " as enacted by 
PL 1983, c. 859, Pt. F, §§1 and 2, is amended to read: 

Each year graduating high school seniors and college 
students who show evidence of academic achievement 
shall be considered for recognition as Blaine House scho
lars. Nominations and applications shall be submitted 
to the commissioner at a time and in a format to be de
termined by rule of the commissioner. 

Effective August 4, 1988. 

CHAPTER 612 
S.P. 717 - L.D. 1946 

AN ACT to Remove Discriminating Language from a 
Section of the Maine Retirement Laws. 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legis
lature do not become effective until 90 days after adjourn
ment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

Whereas, it is necessary to assure that Maine's citizens 
are not facing discrimination because of their age; and 

Whereas, the current law penalizes individuals who 
remarry after the age of 70 by discontinuing spousal 
benefits; and 


