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PUBLIC LAWS, SECOND REGULAR SESSION - 1987 

B. Solving particular problems that relate to the 
~ State's commercial, marine recreational and 
anadroriiOiiSITshing industry; and 

Effective August 4, 1988. 

CHAPTER 600 

H.P. 1540 - L.D. 2095 

AN ACT to Clarify the Authority of Local 
Health Officers. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
follows: 

22 MRSA §454, last 2 paragraphs are repealed and 
the following enacted in their place: 

The local health officer shall guard against the in· 
troduction of contagious and infectious diseases by the 
exercise of proper and vigilant me.dical. inspection ~nd 
control of all persons and things, whICh either come with· 
in the limits of the health officer's jurisdiction from in· 
fected places or w~ich, for any cause, are .likely to 
communicate contagIOn. The local health officer shall 
report promptly to the Comr,nissioner of .Hum~n Serv· 
ices, or his designee, facts :-vhICh.re~ate to l~fe~tlOus and 
epidemic diseases occurrmg wlthm the limits of the 
health officer's jurisdiction, and shall report to the com· 
missioner, or hi~ designee, every case of such infectious 
or contagious disease as the rules of the department re· 
quire. Those diseases which the rules of the department 
may require to be reported shall be known, under t?e 
terms of this Title, as notifiable diseases. Those dIS· 
eases which, under the rules of the department, may 
necessitate quarantine or isolation may be known as 
quarantinable diseases. 

The local health officer shall receive and evaluate com· 
plaints made by any of the inhabita~ts. conce~ni~g 
nuisances dangerous to life and health wlthm the limits 
of the health officer's jurisdiction. With the consent of 
the owner, agent or occupant, the local health .officer may 
enter upon or within any place or .premlses where 
nuisances or conditions dangerous to hfe and health are 
known or believed to exist, and personally, or by appoint· 
ed agents, inspect and examine the same. If entry is 
refused, the municipal health officer shall apply for an 
inspection warrant from ~he District Co~rt, purs~ant to 
Title 4, section 179, prIOr to conductmg the mspec· 
tion. When the local health officer has reasonable cause 
to suspect the presence of a notifiable disease, he shall 
consult with the commissioner, or his designee. The 
health officer shall then order the suppression and 
removal of nuisances and conditions detrimental to life 
and health found to exist within the limits of the health 
officer's jurisdiction. 

Effective August 4, 1988. 
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CHAPTER 601 

CHAPTER 601 

S.P. 893 - L.D. 2305 

AN ACT Concerning the Use of Flashing Lights on 
School Buses. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
follows: 

Sec. 1. 29 MRSA §2012, sub-§§3 and 4, as repealed 
and replaced by PL 1973, c. 780, §4, are amended to read: 

3. Other passengers. School buses being operated 
on a public way and transporting passengers other than 
provided in seetion 2011 who do not include school·age 
persons as defined in section 2019, shall have the words 
"school bus" covered, removed or otherwise concealed 
and the school bus signal lamps shall not be operable. 

4. Application. No vehicle shaH may be operated on 
any public way displaying ~he words "sc~ool bu.s" or with 
any of the equipment provided f?r by thl~ sectIOn unl~ss 
it is being used for transportatIOn provided by seetlon 
fWl+ school·age persons, as defined in section 2019. 

Sec. 2. 29 MRSA §2019 sub-§l, as amended by PL 
1979, c. 670, §25, is further amended to read: 

1. Receiving or discharging passengers. AH The opel'· 
ator of any school bus operators carrying school·age per· 
sons shall activate the system of flashing lights at least 
100 feet before any stop is made to receive or discharge 
its passengers and these lights shall be eontintla~ly con· 
tinue to be displayed until after the bus has received or 
discharged its passengers. 

Sec. 3. 29 MRSA §2019 sub-§2, as amended by PL 
1979, c. 101, is further amended to read: 

2. Stopping. The operato.r of a vehicle ~n a way or 
on school property, upon meetmg or overtakmg a sehool 
btts from either direction a school bus which has stopped, 
with its red lights flashing, on the way to reed y'e or dis 
eharge sehool ehildren, shall stop the vehicle before 
reaching the school bus, and the operator shall not pro· 
ceed until the school bus"resumes motion or until signaled 
by the school bus operator to proceed. 

Sec. 4. 29 MRSA §2019, sub-§4, as repealed and 
replaced by PL 1977, c. 78, §168, is amended to read: 

4. Use of flashing lights restricted. The operator of 
~ A: school bus operator shall not use the system of 
flashing lights on a school bus for any purpose ~ther than 
controlling traffic in connection with the stoppmg of that 
bus for the purpose of receiving or discharging selffiel 
ehildren school·age persons. 

Sec. 5. 29 MRSA §2019, sub-§6 is enacted to read: 


