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CHAPTER 296 - PUBLIC LAWS, FIRST REGULAR SESSION — 1987

edge of the patient's recent medical condition, in accor- 15 MRSA §3314, sub-§1, YH, as amended by PL 1985,
dance with department regulatwns and other laws detail- ¢. 715, 81, is further amended to read:

mg who can certlfy and in what t1me frame except when

H. The court may commit the juvenile to the Maine
Youth Center and order that the sentence be suspend-

d-in-seetion8025. If the patient was ed exeept or may commit the juvenile for a period of
a resident of a nursing home licensed under section 1817 detention which shall not exceed 30 days, with or
at the time of death and if the physician in charge of the without an'underlying suspended sentence to the
patient’s care had not examined the patient within 48 Maine Youth Center, which detention may be served
hours prior 'to death, the physician in charge or another intermittently as the court may order and which shall
phys1clan des1gnated by the physician in charge shall ex- be ordered served in a county jail designated by the
amine the body prior to completing the certification of Department of Corrections as a place for the secure
death process. Any physician who fails to complete the detention of juveniles, or in a nonsecure group care
medical certification of the cause of death fully, and in home or halfway house. When the detention is ordered
a timely manner, or who fails to examine the body of a served in a county.jail, the juvenile may be detained
nursing home resident prior to certifying cause of death _only in that part of the jail which meets the require-
as required by this section shall be reported to the Board ments of section 3203-A, subsection 7, paragraph A.
of Registration in Medicine or the Board of Osteopathic The court may order such a sentence to be served as
Examination and Registration, whichever is appropriate, a part of and with a period of probation, which shall
by the State Registrar of Vital Statistics of the Depart- be subject to such provisions of Title 17-A, section 1204
ment of Human Services. as the court may order and which shall be administered
& pursuant to Title 34, chapter 121, subchapter V-A.
.~ Sec. 3. 22 MRSA §3025, sub-§4, as enacted by PL Revocation of probation shall be governed by the
1985, c. 611, §6, is amended to read: procedure contained in subsection 2.
4. Questionable cases and cases which may constitute Effective September 29, 1987,

exceptions. All questionable cases shall be reported.
Acceptance of any questionable case is to be determined

by the Chief Medical Examiner unless acceptance is spe- '

cifically ordered by the Attorney General or district at- CHAPTER 298

torney having jurisdiction. S.P. 564 — L.D. 1685

Deaths due to the consequences of long-term alcohol use, AN ACT to Provide Special Plates or Pl.;:lcards
long-term exposure to environmental or oceupational tox- for Handicapped Persons.

ins or long-term exposure to carcinogens shall be report-

ed, but need not bevaccepted. ' Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as

ke follows:
Sudden natural deaths in the elderly who have not had -
previous specific symptoms or who were not under treat- Sec. 1. 29 MRSA §252, first §, as repealed and

ment by a physician for the specific natural cause that replaced by PL 1987, c. 56, §1, is repealed and the fol-
is considered to be the cause of death shall be reported lowing enacted in its place:

to the Office of the Ch1ef Medical Examiner. Those

cases may be referred back to the attending physician On annual application to the Secretary of State, any
by the Chief Medical Examiner for certification of the handicapped person or the spouse, parents or legal guar-
death, even though the attending physician has not treat- dian of a handicapped person who has registered a mo-

ed the patient for the specific natural disease that he will tor vehicle as the motor vehicle of principal use by the
enter as his diagnosis as-required-inseetion284%;sub-  handicapped person shall be issued a set of special desig-
seetion2, nating plates to be used in place of the regular registra-
tion plates or placard to be fixed to the sun visor of a

Effective September 29, 1987. motor vehicle registered by such a person. The placard

shall be so affixed that the information thereon shall be
clearly legible from outside the motor vehicle. The

CHAPTER 297 placard issued under this section shall include the mo-

~ tor vehicle registration plate number of the vehicle

S.P. 469 — L.D. 1429 registered in the name of the handicapped person or the

spouse, parents or legal guardian of the handicapped per-

AN ACT to Amend the Maine Juvenile Code to son, the name of the handicapped person and the date
Provide Greater Flexibility in . of expiration of the placard. The Secretary of State shall
Sentencing Juvenile Offenders. ’ establish by regulation a system of color coding for

placards issued pursuant to this section for the purpose

Be it enacted by the People, of the State of Maine as of facilitating the determination of validity of placards.
follows: When the Secretary of State deems it appropriate, a

)
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