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CHAPTER 159

Transfers $2,000,000 from the Rainy Day Fund to the
Finance Authority of Maine for the Natural Disaster
Business Assistance Fund, All amounts in the fund
on December 31, 1987, and all amounts received in
repayment of loans from the fund thereafter shall be
repaid to the Department of Finance and deposited
in the Rainy Day Fund.

MAINE STATE
HOUSING AUTHORITY

Natural Disaster Home
Assistance Fund
All Other $500,000
Transfers $500,000 from the Rainy Day Fund to the
Natural Disaster Home Assistance Fund of the
Maine State Housing Authority to be used in con-
junetion with $1,000,000 from the Housing Opportu-
nities for Maine Fund of the Maine State Housing
Authority to provide grants and to reduce principal
and rates of interest on loans provided by financial
institutions to homeowners for losses and damages
incurred as a result of the April 1987 flood as provid-
ed in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 30, chapter
239, subchapter II, article 6-A. Any portion of the
$500,000 transferred from the Rainy Day Fund to the
Natural Disaster Home Assistance Fund which has
not been expended by December 31, 1987, shall be
transferred back to the Rainy Day Fund.

DEFENSE AND VETERANS'
SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF

Administration Civil
Emergency Preparedness

All Other $500,000
Provides funds for personal needs assistance for
replacement of personal items and household furnish-

ings lost as a result of the April 1987 flood. Funds

which have not been expended by December 31,

1987, shall be transferred back to the Rainy Day

Fund.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited
in the preamble, this Act shall take effect when approved.

Effective May 22, 1987.

CHAPTER 160
H.P. 715 — L.D. 966

AN ACT Relating to Political Committees
under the Campaign Financing Laws.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as
follows:
Sec. 1. 21-A MRSA §1012, sub-§4 is enacted to read:
4. Exploratory committee. “Exploratory commit-
tee” means a committee formed by or on behalf of a per-
son to determine any aspect of the feasibility of that per-
son running as a candidate for state or county office.
For the purposes of this chapter, exploratory commit-

298

PUBLIC LAWS, FIRST REGULAR SESSION — 1987

tees are considered a form of political committee autho-
rized by the candidate.

Sec.2. 21-AMRSA §1013, sub-§2, as enacted by PL
1985, c. 161, §6, is amended to read:

2. Authorized political committees. A candidate
may authorize one or more political committees to pro-
mote the candidate, including an exploratory commit-
tee. Each of these political committees must appoint a
treasurer before accepting any contributions or making
or authorizing any expenditures. Within 7 days after that
appointment, the political committee must inform the
commission of the name and address of its treasurer, the
name or title of the committee making the appointment
and the treasurer’s term of office. In addition to the regis-
tration of its treasurer, a political committee authorized
by a candidate shall submit the names and addresses of
all of its officers to the commission, whether or not the
committee accepts any contributions or makes or autho-
rizes any expenditures,

Sec. 3. 21-A MRSA §1013, sub-§3, as enacted by PL
1985, c. 161, §6, is repealed.

Effective September 29, 1987.

CHAPTER 161
H.P. 776 — L.D. 1048

AN ACT to Protect Landowners from Damage
or Destruction of Trees by Hunters Maintaining
Ladders or Observation Stands.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as
follows:

Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §7406, sub-§16, 9B and C, as
enacted by PL 1979, c. 420, §1, are amended to read:

B. Leaves open any gate or bars on another person’s
land; or

C. Tramples or destroys any crop on another person’s
land: ; or

Sec. 2.
read:

12 MRSA §7406, sub-§16, YD is enacted to

D. Damages or destroys a tree on another person’s
land by inserting into that tree any metallic or ceram-
ic object to be used as, or as part of, a ladder or obser-
vation stand. Any other type of tree ladder or tree
observation stand shall also be prohibited unless:

(1) The written consent of the landowner is ob-
tained authorizing the erection of such ladder or
stand; or




