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PUBLIC LAWS, FIRST REGULAR SESSION - 1987 

CHAPTER 23 

H.P. 51 - L.D. 54 

AN ACT to Clarify a Sewer District's 
Responsibility for the Maintenance and 

Repair of Public Drains or Common 
Sewers. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
follows: 

30 MRSA §4451, sub-§l, as enacted by PL 1979, c. 400, 
is amended to read: 

1. Estimate and assessment of costs; notice. When 
any town or sewer district has constructed and completed 
a public drain or common sewer, the municipal officers 
or sewer district trustees shall determine what lots or 
parcels of land are benefited by the drain or sewer, and 
shall estimate and assess upon the lots and parcels of land 
and against the owner thereof or person in possession, 
or against whom the taxes thereon are assessed, whether 
the person to whom the assessment is so made shall be 
the owner, tenant, lessee or agent and whether the same 
is occupied or not, the sum not exceeding the benefit they 
may deem just and equitable towards defraying the ex
penses of constructing and completing the drain or sew
er, together with any sewage disposal units and 
appurtenances that may be necessary, and in operation 
after May 31, 1979, the whole of the assessments not to 
exceed 1/2 the cost of the drain or sewer and sewage dis
posal units, and the drain or sewer shall forever there
after be maintained and kept in repair by the town or 
sewer district. The municipal officers or sewer district 
trustees shall file with the clerk of the town the location 
of the drain or sewer and sewage disposal unit, with a 
profile description of the same, and a statement of the 
amount assessed upon each lot or parcel of land so as
sessed, and the name of the owner of the lots or parcels 
of land or persons against whom the assessment is made, 
and the clerk of the town and the sewer district trustees 
shall record the assessment in a book kept for that pur
pose, and within 10 days after filing notice each person 
so assessed shall be notified of the assessment by hav
ing an authentic copy of the assessment, with an order 
of notice signed by the clerk of the town or the chair
man of the sewer district trustees stating the time and 
place for a hearing upon the subject matter of the assess
ments, given to each person so assessed or left at his 
usuar place of abode in the town. If he has no place of 
abode in the town, then the notice shall be given or left 
at the abode of his tenant or lessee, if he has one in the 
town; if he has no tenant or lessee in the town, then by 
posting the notice in some conspicuous place in the vi
cinity of the lot or parcel of land so assessed, at least 30 
days before the hearing; or the notice may be given by 
publishing it 3 weeks successively in any newspaper pub
lished in the town, the first publication to be at least 30 
days before the hearing. A return made upon a copy of 
the notice by any constable in the town or the produc-
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tion of the paper containing the notice shall be conclu
sive evidence that the notice was given, and upon the 
hearing the municipal officers or sewer district trustees 
shall have power to revise, increase or diminish any of 
the assessments, and any revisions, increase or diminu
tion shall be in writing and recorded by the clerk and 
the sewer district trustees. 

A. For the purposes of this section only, sewer dis
trict means a quasi-municipal corporation, as defined 
in section 5053, established to construct and operate 
sewerage systems to assist in the abatement of the pol
lution of public streams, lakes and inland and ocean 
waters. 

Effective September 29, 1987. 

CHAPTER 24 

H.P. 246 - L.D. 316 

AN ACT to Extend the Sunset Date for Certain 
Statutes Regarding Harbor Masters. 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legis
lature do not become effective until 90 days after adjourn
ment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

Whereas, certain changes in the laws governing the 
authority of harbor masters are to be repealed on April 
1,1987, pursuant to Public Law 1985, chapter 692, sec-
tion 4; and ~ 

Whereas, unless this legislation is enacted as emergen
cy legislation it will not take effect before the repeal 
takes effect thus causing great confusion and difficulty 
in enforcement of those laws; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these 
facts create an emergency within the meaning of the Con
stitution of Maine and require the following legislation 
as immediately necessary for the preservation of the pub
lic peace, health and safety; now, therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
follows: 

PL 1985, c. 692, §4 is amended to read: 

Sec. 4. Repeal. All sections of this Act shall be 
repealed on ,A~pril 1, 1987 April 1, 1988. 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited 
in the preamble, this Act shall take effect when approved. 

Effective March 27, 1987. 

CHAPTER 25 

H.P. 541 - L.D. 725 


