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LEGISLATURE

Committee to Ad-
vise the Department
of Human Services on
AIDS

All Other $8,000

Provides funds
for the travel
expenses of the
commission mem~
bers, 4 full
committee meet-
ings and 4 sub-
committee meet-
ings.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited
in the preamble, this Act shall take effect when ap-
proved.

Effective April 16, 1986.

CHAPTER 712
S.P. 921 - L.D. 2297

AN ACT to Obtain Information from the
Consumer Advisory Board, the
Commissioner of Mental Health and
Mental Retardation and the Mental
Health Advisory Council.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as
follows:

Sec. 1. 34-B MRSA §1209, sub-=-§7, as enacted by
PL 1983, c. 459, §7, is amended to read:

7. Duties. The council shall act in an advisory
capacity to the commissioner in the development of
the state mental health plan and in the appointment
of a Director of the Bureau of Mental Health. In ad-
dition, the council shall report annually to the
joint standing committee of the Legislature having
jurisdiction over human resources as part of a regu-
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larly scheduled meeting early in each legislative
session.

Sec. 2. 34-B MRSA §5003, sub=-§2, fF and G, as
enacted by PL 1983, c. 459, §7, are amended to read:

F. Strive toward having a sufficient number of
personnel who are qualified and experienced to
provide treatment which is beneficial to the men-
tally retarded clients; and

G. Encourage other departments to provide +to
mentally retarded persons those services which
are required by law, and in particular:

(1) The commissioner shall work actively to
ensure that mentally retarded clients, as
provided for in Title 20~A, chapter 303,
shall receive educational and training ser-
vices beginning at age 6 5 years regardless
of the degree of retardation, or accompany-
ing disabilities or handicaps;

(2) The commissioner shall advise the De-
partment of Human Sexrviees Mental Health and
Mental Retardation about standards and poli-
cies pertaining to administration, staff,
quality of care, quality of treatment,
health and safety of clients, rights of cli~-
ents, community relations and licensing pro-
cedures and other areas which affect mental-
ly retarded persons residing in facilities
licensed by the Department of Human Ser-
vices; and

(3) The commissioner shall inform the joint
standing committee of the Legislature having
jurisdiction over heaith and institdtienat
serviees human resources about areas where
increased cooperation by other departments
is necessary in order to improve the deliv-
ery of services to mentally retarded per-
sons=; and

Sec. 3. 34-B MRSA §5003, sub=§2, fH is enacted
to read:

H. Report annually to the joint standing commit-
tee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over
human resources on the activities of the Consumer
Advisory Board established by the Pineland Con-
sent Decree to oversee compliance with the terms
of that decree. The commissioner or his designee
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shall appear in person before the committee and
shall provide the committee with the most recent
annual audit of decree standards and the correc-
tive action plans required by the audit. The
members of the Consumer Advisory Board may attend
the commissioner's presentation and provide an
independent report of its activities to the com-
mittee.

Effective July 16, 1986.

CHAPTER 713
S.P. 902 - L.D. 2263

AN ACT Concerning Self-funded Pools among
Public Agencies for Tort and Property
Liability.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as
follows:

Sec. 1. 14 MRSA §8lle, first 1, as amended by PL
1981, c. 602, §1, is further amended to read:

The legislative or executive body or any depart-
ment of the State or any political subdivision may
procure insurance against liability for any claim
against it or its employees under this chapter and
including any activity not described in this chapter,
but for which immunity is waived by another act. 1If
the insurance provides protection in excess of the
limit of liability imposed by section 8105, then the
limits provided in the insurance policy shall replace
the limit imposed by section 8105. If the insurance
provides coverage in areas where the governmental en-
tity is immune, the governmental entity shall be lia-
ble in those substantive areas but only to the limits
of the insurance coveradge. Reserve funds, excess in-
surance or reinsurance contracts maintained by a gov-
ernmental entity, insurer providing liability insur-
ance or a public self-funded pool to meet obligations
imposed by this Act shall not increase the limits of
liability imposed by section 8105.

Sec. 2. 14 MRSA §811l6, 2nd 7, as enacted by PL
1881, c. 602, §2, 1s amended to read:

A governmental entity or a public self-funded
pool, which self~insures against the obligations and
liabilities imposed by this Act, shall designate




