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bids for state highway construction within its lim­
its, and shall be subject to all requirements pre­
scribed for other contractors, except that no bond 
need be required of it. The department may construct 
state highways by day labor without advertising for 
bidsi and may, with the approval of the Governor, 
award contracts for state highways without advertis­
ing for bids, if the same shall be for the best in­
terest of the state. ~he ee~a~~ffieR~ sha~~ have f~~~ 
~ewe~ ~R a~~ rea~~e~s ~e~a~~R~ ~e ~he f~~R~sh~R~ ef 
BeRes By ~he s~eeessf~~ B~eee~s fe~ ~he eeffi~~e~~eR ef 
~rte~~ we~k aRe f~~f~~~~R~ ef ~he~~ eeR~~ae~Si aRe fe~ 
~he ~~e~ee~~eR ef ~he S~a~e aRe ~ewR f~effi a~~ ~~aB~~­

~~y a~~s~R~ f~effi eaffia~e e~ ~Rj~~y ~6 ~e~seRs e~ ~~e~­
e~~y-: 

Effective July 16, 1986. 

CHAPTER 555 

H.P. 1049 - L.D. 1525 

AN ACT to Establish a Maine-New Hampshire 
Boundary Commission. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
follows: 

Sec. 1. 5 MRSA c. 12 is enacted to read: 

CHAPTER 12 

MAINE-NEW HAMPSHIRE BOUNDARY COMMISSION 

§251. Commission established 

The Maine-New Hampshire Boundary Commission as 
established by Title 5, section 12004, subsection II, 
shall be composed of 5 members: One appointed by the 
Governori one Senate member representing York County 
to be appointed by the President of the Senate; one 
member from the House of Representatives representing 
York County to be appointed by the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives; the Commissioner of the De­
partment of Marine Resources; and the Commissioner of 
the Department of Conservation. 

§252. Tenure of office 

The member appointed by the Governor shall hold 
office as a member of the commission as long as the 
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Governor making the appointment continues to hold of­
fice. The member appointed from the Senate shall 
hold office as a member of the commission as long as 
he continues without interruption to be a member of 
the Senate and the member appointed from the House of 
Representatives shall continue to hold office as a 
member of the commission as long as he continues 
without interruption to be a member of the House of 
Representatives. The Commissioner of Marine Re­
sources and the Commissioner of Conservation shall 
hold office as members of the commission as long as 
they continue to hold the respective state offices by 
virtue of which they were appointed. 

§253. Organization and procedure 

The commission shall organize by choosing one of 
its members to be chairman and one of its members to 
be secretary. The commission may adopt rules in ac­
cordance with the Maine Administrative Procedure Act, 
Title 5, chapter 375, as it deems necessary to con­
duct the affairs of the commission. 

§254. Powers 

The commission may enter into, with the State of 
New Hampshire, by and through the commissioners who 
may be appointed under or by virtue of the laws of 
the State of New Hampshire, an agreement or compact 
defining and ascertaining the common, lateral-marine 
boundary of the 2 states from the Breakwater at the 
end of the inner Gosport Harbor in the Isles of 
Shoals seaward to the limit of the states' respective 
jurisdictions. 

The commissioners on the part of the State may, 
from time to time, meet with such commissioners as 
may be appointed for the same purposes and with sub­
stantially similar powers on the part of the state of 
New Hampshire to define and ascertain a common, 
lateral-marine boundary. The commissioners repre­
senting the State of Maine may agree to a just and 
reasonable location of a common lateral-marine bound­
ary for the purpose of submission of a mutual written 
agreement to the Legislatures of Maine and New Hamp­
shire. 

§255. Agreement 

If, at a minimum, a majority of the commissioners 
from each state agree to the location of a common 
lateral-marine boundary as provided in this chapter, 
the agreement shall be established in writing as a 
compact and signed by a majority of the commissioners 
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of each state. This compact shall be submitted by 
the respective commissioners to the legislatures of 
the 2 states for approval by appropriate legislative 
acts. Upon approval by legislative act by both 
states, this compact shall become provisionally ef­
fective and binding upon this State, subject only to 
the consent and approval of the Congress of the 
United States. 

§256. Approval of compact 

The commissioners on the part of this State, to­
gether with the commissioners appointed by the State 
of New Hampshire, may apply to the Congress of the 
United States for its consent or approval of the com­
pact entered into by the states. Upon the consent 
and approval by the Congress of the United States, 
the compact shall become final and binding upon this 
State and shall be filed in the office of the Secre­
tary of State. 

§257. Vacancy 

If a vacancy in the commission occurs by death, 
resignation or other means with respect to a commis­
sioner representing the State of Maine, the vacancy 
shall be filled by the appointing authority desig­
nated by this chapter to make that appointment. 

§258. Expenses 

The commissioners shall be compensated for ex­
penses incurred in fulfilling ~heir duties according 
to chapter 379. 

§259. Implementation of chapter 

The provisions of this chapter shall not become 
effective and no members of the commission may be ap­
pointed until the state legislature of New Hampshire 
has enacted and the Governor of New Hampshire has ap­
proved legislation to establish the commission as de­
fined in this chapter. 

Sec. 2. 5 MRSA §12004, sub-§ll, ~A, sub-~(2-A) 
is enacted to read: 

(2-A) Marine 
Resources 

Maine-New 
Hampshire 
Boundary 
Commission 

Expenses 5 MRSA §251 
Only 

Effective July 16, 1986. 


