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CHAP. 101 

CHAPTER 101 
H.P. 365 - L.D. 485 

AN ACT to Clarify the Fire Prevention and 
Inspection Laws in Regard to Municipal 

Enforcement. 

Emergency preamble. ~mereas, Acts of the Legis
lature do not become effective until 90 days after 
adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

Whereas, the State Fire Marshal's office and 
state attorneys prosecute violations of the' fire pre
vention laws and rules on a statewide basis; and 

Whereas, manpower available statewide is limited; 
and 

Whereas, many municipalities have trained person
nel available to enforce fire prevention laws; and 

Whereas, proper enforcement can prevent loss of 
life and property from firesi and 

Whereas, the statutory scope of municipal author
ity to prosecute violations of the state laws and 
rules is ambiguous; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, 
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of 
the Constitution of Haine and require the follow·ing 
legislation as immediately necessary for the preser
vation of the public peace, health and safety; now, 
therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
follows: 

25 MRSA §2361 is enacted to read: 

§236l. Proceedings by municipality 

1. Municipal enforcement. Duly appointed fire 
chiefs or their designees, municipal building inspec
tors and code enforcement officers may bring a civil 
action in the name of the municipality to enforce any 
of the state laws, duly promulgated state rules or 
local ordinances enacted pursuant to chapters 313 to 
321; and 
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2. Notice. In any proceeding brought bv or 
against the State which involves the validiJ:y of a 
municipal ordinance, the municipalit~all be give~ 
notice of the proceeding and shall be entitled to be 
made a party to the proceedi~g and to be heard. In 
any proceeding brought by or aga~nst the municipality 
which involves the validity of !?tatute, ordinance or 
regulation, the Attorney General shall be served and 
shall be made a party to the proceeding and be enti
tled to be heard. This section shall apply 'to en
forcement of statutes, rules or ordinances enacted 
pursuant to chapters 313 to 321. 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited 
in the preamble, this Act shall take effect when ap
proved. 

Effective April 18, 1985. 

CHAPTER 102 
H.P. 814 - L.n. 1140 

AN ACT to Require Public Rest Rooms in all 
Shopping Centers. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
follows: 

22 MRSA c. 270 is enacted to read: 

CHAPTER 270 

SHOPPING CENTERS 

§1671. Definitions 

As used in this chapter, unless the context oth
erwise in~icates, the following terms have the fol
lowing meanings. 

1. Shopping center. "Shopping center" means any 
building or facility containing 6 or more separate 
retail establishments which are planned, developed, 
owned or managed as a unit, with an off-street public 
parking area of not less than 2 acres. 

§1672. Public rest room facilities required 


