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CHAPTER 784
S.P. 852 = L.D. 2310

AN ACT to Allow Access to Financial
Records of Public Assistance Recipients.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as
follows:

Sec. 1. 9-B MRSA §l61, sub-=§2, f{F and G, as en-
acted by PL 1977, c. 416, are amended to read:

F. The exchange in the regular course of busi-
ness of credit information between a fiduciary
institution and other fiduciary institutions or
commercial enterprises, directly or through a
consumer reporting agency; e¥

G. Any disclosure of records made pursuant to
section 226=

Sec. 2. 9-B MRSA §161, sub=§2, {H, as enacted by
PL 1981, c¢. 706, §l1, is amended to read:

H. The making of reports to the State Tax Asses-
sor required under Title 36, section 3851 and the
examination of the financial records authorized
by Title 36, section 112= ; or

Sec. 3. 9-B MRSA §l61, sub=§2, I is enacted to
read:

I. Anvy disclosure of records made pursuant to
Title 22, section 16. This paragraph is repealed
on April 1, 1986.

Sec. 4. 22 MRSA §l6 i1s enacted to read:

§16. Access to financial records of deposit accounts
of recipients of public assistance

1. Definitions. For the purposes of this sec-
tion, unless the context indicates otherwise, the
following terms have the following meanings.

A. "Financial institution" means a trust compa-
ny, savings bank, industrial bank, commercial
bank, savings and loan association or credit un-
ion organized wunder the laws of this State or
otherwise authorized to do business in this
State.
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- B.  "Match" means a comparison by name and social
security number of individuals included in any
public assistance roll with individuals included
in recocrds of deposit accounts in any financial
institution.

C. "Public assistance" means aid, assistance or
benefits available through:

(1) A program of aid to families with de-
pendent children administered in this State
pursuant to chapter 1053;

(2) A program of medical assistance admin-
istered in this State pursuant to chapter
855; or

(3) Any other program that is based on need
and is conducted or administered by this
State. :

D. "Public assistance roll" means a list of in-
dividuals who are receiving aid, assistance or
benefits in this State under one or more public
assistance programs. The list may include indi-
viduals whose applications for aid, assistance or
benefits are pending at the time of the match.

2. Verification procedure. Upon written request
from the commissioner and at the expense of the de-
partment, each financial institution in this State
shall match its records of deposit accounts against
public assistance rolls provided to the financial in-
stitution by the department and shall compile for the
department a list of accounts that, as a result of
the match, appear to be owned in whole or in part by
recipients of or applicants for public assistance.
The list of accounts shall include the name and so-
cial security number of each matched applicant or re-
cipient and the type of deposit account, the account
number and the account balance that appear in the
records of the financial institution. The department
shall be responsible for making its computer data
compatible with the data of any financial institution
with which a match is sought.

The department may not automatically terminate or de-
ny public assistance benefits solely on the basis of
information received through a match, nor shall any-
thing in this section be construed to create a lien
on or otherwise encumber deposit accounts that are
subject to a match. The department shall ensure that
the privacy of individuals involved in matching will
be protected to the maximum extent possible.
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3. Repeal. This section is repealed on April 1,
1986.

Effective July 25, 1984.

CHAPTER 785
S.P. 857 - L.D. 2324

AN ACT to Regquire an Inventory, Permitting
and Monitoring of Underground Tanks Containing
Gasoline, 0il and Toxic Materials.

Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legis-
lature do not become effective until 90 days after
adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and

Whereas, it is important to begin the planning
and survey activities as soon as possible in order to
acquire the information necessary for an effective
regulatory program in 1985; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature,
these facts create an emergency within the meaning of
the Constitution of Malne and require the following
legislation as immediately necessary for the preser-
vation of the public peace, health and safety; now,
therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as
follows:

Sec. 1. Findings and purpose. The Legislature
finds that significant gquantities of flammable, com-
bustible and toxic materials are currently keing
stored in underground storage facilities and that nu-
merous incidents involving leaks or unlicensed dis-
charges from that underground storage are cccurring
at a rate so as to pose a significant threat to
Maine's ground water resources.

The Legislature further finds that protection of
the state's ground water resources is of a high pri-
ority in maintaining adeguate protection of public
health and welfare for Maine's citizens.

The purpose of this Act is to initiate develop-
ment of a comprehensive plan and strategy designed to
improve the quality of underground storage facilities
for flammable, combustible and toxic materials; and



