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CHAP. 765 PUBLIC LAWS, SECOND REGULAR SESSION-1983 

Sec. 2. 
read: 

14 MRSA §6026, sub-§9 is enacted to 

9. Lack of Heat. If the landlord fails to com
ply with the provisions of Title 14, section 6021, 
subsection 6, then the purchase of heating fuel by 
the tenant shall be deemed to be a "cost of compli
ance" within the meaning of subsection 2. For ten
ants on general assistance, municipalities shall have 
the rights of tenants under this sUbsection. 

Effective July 25, 1984. 

CHAPTER 765 
H.P. 1716 - L.D. 2275 

AN ACT to Allow for a Uniform Citation 
Form to be Used for Fish and Wildlife 

Violations. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
follows: 

12 MRSA §7911 is enacted to read: 

§7911. Fish and wildlife citation form 

1. Form. The commissioner may establish citation 
forms for use by the warden service. These forms, if 
established, shall be uniform throughout the State 
and shall be issued in books with citations in not 
less than quadruplicate. When the form requires a 
signature by a person upon whom the citation is 
served, the form shall include a statement that sign
ing the citation does not constitute an admission of 
guilt and that failure to sign will constitute a sep
arate offense which is a Class E crime. The form 
shall be approved by the Chief Judge of the District 
Court prior to its use. 

2. Responsibility for issuance and disposition. 

A. The commissioner shall be responsible for all 
fish and wildlife citation forms. 

B. The commissioner may in his discretion pro
vide books to other law enforcement agencies and 
officers listed in section 7055 for their use in 
the enforcement of chapters 701 to 721. The com-
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missioner may not require other agencies to use 
this form. 

3. Illegal disposition; prohibited act. It is 
unlawful and official misconduct for any warden or 
other public employee to dispose of an official cita
tion form, except in accordance with law and as pro
vided for in any applicable official policy or proce
dure of the Warden Service Division. 

4. When a lawful complaint. If the citation pro
vided for in this section is duly sworn to and other
wise satisfies the requirements of the general laws 
of this State, in respect to the form of a complaint 
and charges an offense, it may be filed in a court 
having jurisdiction and shall constitute a lawful 
complaint for the purpose of the commencement of any 
criminal prosecution or civil violation proceeding. 

5. When a lawful summons. A citation, as pro
vided for in this section, when served upon a person 
by a law enforcement officer, shall act as a summons 
to appear in court or, if a civil violation is 
charged, to otherwise respond in accordance with law 
on or before the date specified in the citation. 

6. Refusal to sign; prohibited act. No person 
may refuse to sign a citation after having been or
dered to do so by a law enforcement officer. 

Effective July 25, 1984. 

CHAPTER 766 
H.P. 1645 - L.D. 2179 

AN ACT to Increase the Potato Tax. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
follows: 

Sec. 1. 36 MRSA §4565, as amended by PL 1977, c. 
651, is further amended to read: 

§4565. Rate of tax 

A tax is levied and imposed at the rate of $~g~5 
$.05 per hundredweight on all potatoes raised in this 
State except that no tax shall be imposed on any po
tatoes which are retained by the grower to be used by 
him for seed purposes or for home consumption. 


