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PUBLIC LAWS, FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1983 

CHAPTER 538 
H.P. 1021 - L.D. 1344 

AN ACT Concerning Compensation for 
Witnesses. 

2067 
CHAP. 538 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
follows: 

Sec. 1. 16 MRSA §251, as amended by PL 1975, c. 
731, §16, is further amended to read: 

§251. Fees of witnesses 

Witnesses, other than members of the State Police 
or municipal police officers, ,in the Supreme Judicial 
Court, the Superior Court, the District Court or in 
the Probate Court, unless the court shall otherwise 
order, shall receive $10,· and before referees, audi­
tors or commissioners specially appointed to take 
testimony or special commissioners on disputed claims 
appointed by Probate Courts, $10, or before the 
county commissioners, $10 for each day's attendance 
and i9$ 22¢ a mile for each mile's travel going and 
returning--home. The court in its discretion may 
allow at the trial of any cause, civil or criminal, 
in said Supreme Judicial Court or the Superior Court, 
a reasonable sum for each day's attendance of any 
expert witness or witnesses at said trial, in taxing 
the costs of the prevailing party, and the expense of 
all expert witnesses for the State in murder cases 
shall be paid by the State and charged against the 
appropriation for the Department of the Attorney Gen­
eral. Such party or his attorney of record shall 
first file an affidavit within 30 days after entry of 
judgment and before the cause is settled, stating the 
name, residence, number of days in attendance and the 
actual amount paid or to be paid each expert witness 
in attendance at such trial. No more than $10 per day 
shall be allowed or taxed by the clerk of courts in 
the costs of any civil action for the per diem 
attendance of a witness, unless the affidavit is 
filed, and the per diem is determined and allowed by 
the presiding justice. 

Sec. 2. Appropriation. The following funds a~e 
appropriated from the General Fund to carry out ~he 
purposes of this Act. 

1983-84 1984-85 

Administrative Office of the Court 

All Other $15,750 $21,000 
Effective September 23, 1983, 


