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CHAP. 415 

CHAPTER 415 

H.P. 836 - L.D. 1072 

AN ACT to Require the Wearing of Protec­
tive Headgear by All Motorcycle and Motor 

Driven Cycle Riders. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
follo\'/s: 

29 MRSA §1376, as enacted by PL 1979, c. 593, is 
amended to read: 

§1376. Protective headgear for motorcycle riders and 
motor driven cycle riders 

Every person under the age of 15 years who rides 
as a passenger on a motorcycle or motor driven cycle 
or in a sidecar attached to a motorcycle or motor 
driven cycle or who operates an off-road motorcycle 
or motor driven cycle shall wear protective headgear 
eeRfe~ffiiR~ wi~fi ~fiese ffiiRiffi~ffi S~aRaa~aS ef eeRs~~~e­
~ieR aRa pe~fe~ffiaRee wfiiefi ~fie See~e~a~y ef S~a~e ffiay 
p~ese~iee. 

No operator of a motorcycle or motor driven cycle 
nor parent nor guardian may allow a passenger under 
the age of 15 years to ride in violation of this 
section. 

No operator of an off-road motorcycle or motor 
driven cycle under the age of 15 years may ride in 
violation of this section. 

Eve~y person who operates a motorcycle or motor 
driven cycle under the authority of a motorcycle 0= 
motor driven cycle learner's permit shall wear pro­
tective headgear. 

Every person who operates a motorcycle or motor 
driven cycle for a period of one year following suc­
cessful completion of the motorcycle or motor driven 
cycle drivinq test shall wear protective headgear. 

Every person who ride~ as a passenger on a motor­
cycle or motor driven cycle or in a sidecar attached 
to a motorcycle or motor driven cycle which is oper­
ated by a driver within a period of one year follow­
ing successful completion of the motorcycle or motor 
driven cycle driving test shall wear protective 
headgear. All protective headgear prescribed in this 
section shall conform with minimum standards of con-
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struction and performance as prescribed by the Amer­
ican National Standards Institute specification Z 
90.1 or by the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 
No. 218. 

Violation of this section is a civil violation 
for which a forfeiture of $25 for the first violation 
and $50 for each subsequent violation shall be ad­
judged. 

In furtherance of reasonable protective public 
policies, the Department of Public Safety, Bureau of 
Safety shall develop and implement a public informa­
tionand education program designed to encourage 
helmet utilization by all motorcycle, motor driven 
cycle and moped riders. 

The Bureau of Safety shall conduct a study to 
ascertain the nature and extent of any reduction in 
the number and rate of injury and death of riders 
relating to head injuries in motorcycle, motor driven 
cycle and moped accidents. 

The Bureau of Safety shall prepare and submit a 
report to the l12th Legislature, no later than March 
1, 1985, containing specific findings and conclusions 
regarding helmet usage, injuries, death and include 
any necessary implementing legislation. 

Effective September 23, 1983. 

CHAPTER 416 

S.P. 153 - L.D. 555 

AN ACT to Raise Per Diem Compensation 
for Active Retired Justices and Judges. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
follows: 

Sec. 1. 4 MRSA §6-B, as enacted by PL 1979, c. 
692, §l, is amended to read: 

§6-B. Per diem compensation for Active Retired Jus­
tices of tDe Supreme Judicial Court 

Any Active Retired Justice of the Supreme Judi­
cial Court, who performs judicial service at the 
direction and assignment of the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Judicial Court, shall be compensated for 


