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CHAP. 182 PUBLIC LAWS, FIRST REGULAR SESSION—1983

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as
follows:

9-B MRSA §251, as repealed and replaced by PL
1977, c. 694, §158, is amended to read:

§251. Rulemaking

Promulgation of rules er regditatiens of the
bureau, and amendments thereto, shall conform to the
requirements of the Maine Administrative Procedure
Act, Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter II. Wifhin 5
days of premuigatieny netiece of the ruie- regulatien
er amendment adepted by the superintendent setting
ferth a eeneises; general statement of Ethe eentent-
purpese and erigin ef ithe ruies reguiatien eor amend-
ment; tegether with a statement that eepies eof £he
rultey regulatien er¥ amendment are available e the
pubtie at eost; shaii be pubiished by the suyperinten-
dent in these newspapers in whieh the neotiece of ruie-
meRing regquired by the Maine Administrative Preoeceduve
Aet was pubiished- Ynless £the supexintendent shaii
speeify a tater date in the final netiee relating
thereteo; the effeetive date of any ruiler reguiaktien
e¥ amendment shatl be 20 days after 2ts premulgatiens
provided +he vregquivements ef Fitie 5, seetieon 80656
have peen met: The superintendent may waive aA:: ex
part ef the 30-day waiting perzed feoileowing premui-~
gatiern of Any w¥dies; regulatien er amendmernt-. £ ke
superintendent determines that eHtraerdinary oy
HRusdHa: eornditieons exHist whieh warramt that aetien-
The supexintendent shaii: sget £forth in writing £he
eireumstanees and reasens fer his waiving all er part
ef the 30-day wairting peried-

Effective September 23, 1983.

CHAPTER 183

H.P. 889 - L.D. 1154

AN ACT to Establish Clearer Guidelines
for Guardians Ad Litem Appointed under the
Child and Family Services and Child
Protection Act.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as
follows:

22 MRSA §4005, sub=§l, as enacted by PL 1979, c.
733, §18, is repealed and the following enacted in
its place:
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1. Child; guardian ad litem. The following
provisions shall govern guardians ad litem.

A. The court, in every child protection proceed-
ing except a request for a preliminary protection
order under section 4034 or a petition for medi-
cal treatment under section 4071, shall appoint a
guardian ad litem for the child. His reasonable
costs and expenses shall be paid by the District
Court. The appointment. shall be made as soon as
possible after the proceeding is initiated.

B. The gquardian ad litem shall act in pursuit of
the best interests of the child. He shall be
given access to all reports and records relevant
to the case. He shall investigate to ascertain
the facts. His investigation shall include,
where possible and appropriate, the following:

1) Review of relevant mental health
records and materials;

(2) Review of relevant medical records;

(3) Review of relevant school records and
other pertinent materials;

(4) Interviews with the child with or with-
out other persons present; and

(5) Interviews with parents, foster par-
ents, teachers, caseworkers and other per-
sons who have been involved in caring for or
treating the child.

C. The guardian ad litem may subpoena, examine
and cross-examine witnesses and shall make a
recommendation to the court.

D. The guardian ad litem shall make a written
report of his investigation, findings and recom-
mendations, and shall provide a copy of his
report to each of the parties reasonably in
advance of the hearing, and to the court on con-
sent of all parties, except that he need not pro-
vide a written report prior to a hearing on a
preliminary protection order.

E. The guardian ad litem shall make the wishes
of the child known to the court if the child has
expressed his wishes, regardless of the recom=
mendation of the guardian ad litem.

Effective September 23, 1983.




