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474 
CHAP. 182 PUBLIC LAWS, FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1983 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
follows: 

9-B 
1977, c. 

MRSA §2S1, as repealed and replaced by PL 
694, §158, is amended to read: 

§251. Rulemaking 

Promulgation of rules e~ ~e~~at~efis of the 
bureau, and amendments thereto, shall conform to the 
requirements of the Maine Administrative Procedure 
Act, Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter II. W~th~fi 5 
eays ef ~~effl~~~at~efi, fiet~ee ef the f~~e, fe~~at~efi 

ef afflefiBfflefit aee~tee ey the s~~ef~fitefieefit sett~fi~ 
fefth a eefie~se, ~efiefa~ statefflefit ef the eefitefit, 
~~f~ese afie ef~~~fi ef the f~~e, fe~~at~efi ef afflefie­
fflefit, te~ethe~ w~th a statefflefit that ee~~es ef the 
~~~e, ~e~~at~efi e~ amefiBfflefit a~e a¥a~~ae~e te the 
~~e~~e at eest, sha~~ ee ~~e~~shee ey the s~~e~~fitefi­

eefit ~fi these fiews~a~e~s ~fi wh~eh the fiet~ee ef ~~~e­
fflak~fi~ ~e~~~ee ey the Ma~fie ABffl~fi~st~at~¥e Pfeeee~~e 
Aet was ~~e~~shee~ Hfi~ess the s~~e~~fitefieefit eha~~ 
s~ee~fy a ~ate~ eate ~fi the f~fia~ fiet~ee ~e~at~fi~ 
the~ete, the effeet~¥e eate ef afiY f~~e, fe~~~at~efi 

e~ afflefiBfflefit sha~~ ee 3.8 eays afte~ ~ts ~~effl~~~at~efi, 
~~e¥~eee the ~e~~~elftefits ef 'f~t~e 5, seet~efi 8856 
ha¥e eeefi fflet~ 'fhe s~~ef~fitefieefit fflay wa~¥e a~~ e~ 

~a~t ef the 38-eay wa~t~fi~ ~ef~ee fe~~ew~fi~ ~~effl~~­
~at~efi ef afiY ~~~e, ~e~~at~efi ef amefiemefit, ~f the 
s~~ef~fitefieefit eetefffl~fies that extfae~e~fia~y e~ 

~fi~s~a~ eefie~t~efis ex~st wh~eh waf~afit that aet~efi~ 

'fhe s~~e~~fitefieefit sha~~ set fefth ~fi Wf~t~fi~ the 
e~~e~fflstafiees afie ~easefiS fef h~s wa~¥~fi~ a~~ e~ ~a~t 
ef the 38-eay wa~t~fi~ ~e~~ee~ 

Effective September 23, 1983. 

CHAPTER 183 

H.P. 889 - L.D. 1154 

AN ACT to Establish Clearer Guidelines 
for Guardians Ad Litem Appointed under the 

Child and Family Services and Child 
Protection Act. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as 
follows: 

22 MRSA §400S, sub-§l, as enacted by PL 1979, c. 
733, §18, is repealed and the following enacted in 
its place: 
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CHAP. 183 

1. Child; guardian ad litem. The following 
provisions shall govern guardians ad litem. 

A. The court, in every child protection proceed­
ing except a request for a preliminary protection 
order under section 4034 or a petition for medi­
cal treatment under section 4071, shall appoint a 
guardian ad litem for the child. His reasonable 
costs and expenses shall be paid by the District 
Court. The appointment. shall be made as soon as 
possible after the proceeding is initiated. 

B. The guardian ad litem shall act in pursuit of 
the best interests of the child. He shall be 
given access to all reports and records relevant 
to the case. He shall investigate to ascertain 
the facts. His investigation shall include, 
where possible and aporopriate, the following: 

(1) Review of relevant mental health 
records and materials; 

(2) Review of relevant medical records; 

(3) Review of relevant school records and 
other pertinent materials; 

(4) Interviews with the child with or with­
out other persons present; and 

(5) Interviews with parents, foster par­
ents, teachers, caseworkers and other per­
sons who have been involved in caring for or 
treating the child. 

C. The guardian ad litem may subpoena, examine 
and cross-examine witnesses and shall make a 
recornme.ndation to the court. 

D. The guardian ad litem shall make a written 
report of his investigation, findings and recom­
mendations, and shall provide a copy of his 
report to each of the parties reasonably in 
advance of the hearing, and to the court on con­
sent of all parties, except that he need not pro­
vide a written report prior to a hearing on a 
preliminary protection order. 

E. The guardian ad litem shall make the wishes 
of the child known to the court if the child has 
expressed his wishes, regardless of the recom­
mendation of the guardian ad litem. 

Effective September 23, 1983. 


