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42 
CHAP. 44 PUBLIC LAWS, 1981 

D. Fixing the time for filing an answer to the complaint if the court 
determines that an answer is required. 

3. Enlargement of time; default. The court may for good cause shown enlarge 
the time for the hearing. If the owner or parties-in-interest, or any of them, fail to 
answer, if an answer is required, or fail to appear as directed, or to attend the 
hearing at the time appointed or as enlarged, the court shall order a default 
judgment to be entered with respect to the owner or parties-in-interest. 

4. Hearing. After hearing, the court shall enter judgment. If the judgment 
requires removal of the building or structure, the court shall award costs to the 
municipality as authorized by this subchapter. The award of costs may be 
contested and damages sought in a separate action to the extent permitted by 
subsection 7. 

5. Appeal. No judgment requiring demolition issued pursuant to this section 
may be appealed. The owner of a building or structure which is the subject of an 
order issued under this section, or a party-in-interest, may appeal the award of 
costs, if any, or seek damages for wrongful removal pursuant to subsection 7. 

6. Stay. No judgment authorizing demolition may be stayed pending appeal, 
unless the court first determines that granting a stay would not pose a significant 
risk to the public health, safety or welfare. 

7. Damages. _ Any complaint which either seeks damages for the wrongful 
removal of a building or structure or challenges the award of costs must be filed 
no later than 30 days from the date of the judgment or order which is the subject of 
the appeal. The damages which may be awarded for wrongful demolition are 
limited to the actual value of the structure at the time of its removal. The 
provisions of Title 14 section 7552 and section 7555 do not apply. If the municipality 
should prevail, the court may award it its costs in defending any appeal which 
may include, but are not limited to, reasonable attorney's fees. 

Effective September 18. 1981 

CHAPTER 44 

H. P. 282 - L. D. 321 

AN ACT to Repeal the Law Barring Minors from Bowling Alleys, Pool Rooms and 
Shooting Galleries. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

8 MRSA § 3 is repealed. 

Effective September 18. 1981 


