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CHAPTER 584 

AN ACT to Consolidate the Time for Voting on Certain 
Initiated and Referred Legislation. 
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Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not become 
effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

Whereas, s~veral Acts authorizing bond issues were passed by the First 
Regular Session of the ro8th Legislature, ,vhich bond issues by their own 
terms must be presented to the people of Maine for their approval on a 
certain date; and 

Whereas, an initiated bill concerning repeal of the uniform property tax is 
to be presented to the people of Maine at ,a special election during 1977 and, 
under the Constitution, must be voted ell at a different time than the date 
set for the above bond issues; and 

Whereas, it is necessary, in order to avoid holding' 2 special statewide 
elections in the fall of 1977 and thus to avoid the cost, time and incon­
venience brought about by holding 2 elections, to change the d,ate on which 
the people wil! vote on the several bond issues to a date which will coincide 
with the yote concerning the uniform property tax; and 

Whereas, unless this Act is passed as an emergency it will be impossible 
to alter the date for voting on the bond issues before the vote is helel; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emer­
gency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the 
following legislation as immeqiately necessary for the preservation of the 
public peace, health and safety; now, therefore, 

He it enacted by the People at the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. 1. PL 1977, c. 562, § II, 1st sentence, is amended to read: 

The aldermen of cities, the selectmen of towns and the assessors of the 
several plantations of this State are hereby empowered ,and directed to 
notify the inhabitants of their respective cities, towns and plantations to 
meet in the manner prescribed by law for calling and holding biennial meet­
ings of said inhabitants for the election of Senators and Representatives 

'1%4' Hie ~ ~ffi+ 8i' 5fjeeittJ. ~wf~ d-e€tieft on the same day as the spe­
cial election to be held in accordance with the Constitution of Maine, 
Article IV, Part Third, Section 18 on Io8th Legislature Initiated Bill #1: 
"AN ACT to Repeal the State Property Tax" to give in their votes upon the 
acceptance or rejection of the foregoing Act, and the question shall be: 

Sec. 2. P&SL 1977, c. 67, Statutory referendum procedure; form or' ques­
tion; effective date, I st sentence, is amended to read: 

This Act shall be submitted to the legal voters of the State of Maine !H; e, 
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~+ ~+ewffie e+e€tf6ft +s ~ fl.e.tG 6ft -the ~,. ~ftg: -HTe ~t 
~4ay e+ }TO\'effi~ ~"fI'oiftg 'fJrtSBtige t'h~ ~ ,A.e.j; on the same day as the 
special election to be held in accordance with the Constitution of Maine, 
Article IV, Part Third, Section 18 on I08th Legislature Initiated Bill #1: 
"AN ACT to Repeal the State Property Tax." 

Sec. 3. P&SL 1977, c. 68, § 8, 1st sentence, is amended to read: 

The aldermen of cities, the selectmen of towns and the assessors of the 
several plantations of this State are empowered and directed to notify the 
inhabitants of their respective cities, towns and plantations to meet in the 
manrier prescribed by law for calling and holding biennial meetings of the 
inhabitants for the election of Senators and Representatives, at ffle ~ 
s~ ef' statewid:e e~ft on the same day as the special election to be held 
in accordance with the Constitution of Maine, Article IV, Part Third, Sec­
tion 18 on I08th Legislature Initiated Bill #1: "AN ACT to Repeal the State 
Property Tax" to give in their votes upon the acceptance or rejection of the 
foregoing Act, and the question shall be: 

Sec. 4. P&SL 1977, c. 69, § 10, 1st sentence, is amended to read: 

The aldermen of cities, the selectmen of towns and the assessors of the sev­
eral plantations of this State are hereby empowered and directed to notify 
the inhabitants of their respective cities, towns and plantations to meet in 
the manner prescribed by law for calling and holding biennial meetings of 
said inhabitants for the election of Senators and Representatives aA; 4:fte ft8*t 
g:eti~ ef' speeial ~Hie deetteft on the same day as the special election 
to be held in accordance with the Constitution of Maine, Article IV, Part 
Third, Section 18 on I08th Legislature Initiated Bill #1: "AN ACT to Repeal 
the State Property Tax" to give in their votes upon the acceptance or rejection 
of the foregoing Act, and the Question shall be: 

Sec. 5. P&SL 1977, c. 70, § 9, 1st sentence, is amended to read: 

The aldermen of cities, the selectmen of towns and the assessors of the sev­
eral plantations of this State are hereby empowered and directed to notify 
the inhabitants of their respective cities, towns and plantations to meet in 
the manner prescribed by law for calling and holding biennial meetings of 
said inhabitants for the election of Senators and Representatives a4; -HTe ft8*t 
~ 6i' speeial sffi.fewffie deetioa on the same day as the special election 
to be held in accordance with the Constitution of Maine, Article IV, Part 
Third, Section 18 on I08th Legislature Initiated Bill #1: "AN ACT to Repeal 
the State Property Tax" to give in their votes upon the acceptance or rejec­
tion of the foregoing Act, and the question shall be: 

Sec. 6. P&SL 1977, c. 72, § 10, 1st sentence, is amended to read: 

This Act shall be submitted to the legal voters of the State of Maine at a 
special statewide election to be held ~ .j;fl.e T1:tesdaY' follovliag -the fH:.s4 M6ft­
fl.a.y e+ ~Hi"Bei' follo;iVittg -pa~e e+ #Its A-et on the same day as the special 
election to be held in accordance with the Constitution of Maine, Article IV, 
Part Third, Section 18 on I08th Legislature Initiated Bill #1: "AN ACT to 
Repeal the State Property Tax." 

Sec. 7. P&SL c. 74, § 7, 1st sentence, is amended to read: 
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The aldermen of cities, the selectmen of towns and the assessors of the sev­
eral plantations of this State are empowered and directed to notify the 
inhabitants of their respective cities, towns and plantations to meet in the 
manner prescribed by law for calling and holding biennial meetings of said 
inhabitants for the election of Senators and Representatives, ~ #te fte*to 
g€fi~ er speeial statewide efee~ion on the same day as the special election to 
be held in accordance with the Constitution of Maine, Article IV, Part Third, 
Section 18 on I08th Legislature Initiated Bill #1: "AN ACT to Repeal the 
State Property Tax," to give in their votes upon the acceptance or rejection 
of the foregoing Act, and the question shall be: 

Sec. S. P&SL 1977, c. 76, Statutory referendum procedure; form of ques­
tion; effective date, 1st sentence, is amended to read: 

This Act shall be submitted to the legal voters of the State of Maine ftt ft 

spe€'tat s-ta~ eleetiofl: .ffi .e.e fl.e.l.4 ~ #te :ruesday fotffiwffig ffi-e fl.t:s.t Mei-t­
$,. ef ~~ef' ~nowin-g p~ ef 4ts A€-t on the same day as the special 
election to be held in accordance with the Constitution of Maine, Article IV, 
Part Third, Section 18 on 10Sth Legislature Initiated Bill #1: "AN ACT to 
Repeal the State Property Tax." 

Sec. 9. Other referenda. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the 
statewide referendum on any Act, other than those listed in sections I to 8, 
which was enacted at the First Regular Session of the I08th Legislature sub­
ject to a statewide referendum to be conducted at a special election on Novem­
ber 8, 1977, shall be held on the same day as the special election to be held in 
accordance with the Maine Constitution, Article IV, Part Third, Section 18 
on I08th Legislature Initiated Bill #1: "AN ACT to Repeal the State Property 
Tax." 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this 
Act shall take effect when approved. 

Effective August 3, 1977 


