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CHAP. 5 CONSTITUTIONAL RESOLUTIONS, 1977 

Constitution, Art. IV, Pt. 3, § I, first sentence, as amended by CR 1975, c. 5, 
is further amended to read: 

The Legislature shall convene on the first Wednesday a#er -Hte €ti'frt: of :fa-tttt­
tH'j" December following the general election in what shall be designated the 
first regular session of the Legislature; and shall further convene on the first 
vVednesday after the first Tuesday of January in the subsequent even-num­
bered year in what shall be designated the second regular session of the 
Legislature; provided, however, that the business of the second regular ses­
sion of the Legislature shall be limited to budgetary matters; legislation in the 
Governor's call; legislation of an emergency nature admitted by the Legis­
lature; legislation referred to committees for study and report by the Legis­
lature in the first regular session; and legislation presented to the Legislature 
by written petition of the electors under the provisions of Article IV, Part 
Third? Section 18. 

Constitutional referendum procedure; form of question; effective date. Re­
solved: That the city aldermen, town selectmen and plantation assessors of 
this State shall notify the inhabitants of their respective cities, towns and 
plantations to meet, in the manner prescribed by law for holding a statewide 
election, at the next general election in the month of November or special 
statewide election on the Tuesday following the first Monday of November 
following the pass.age of this resolution, to vote upon the ratification of the 
amendments proposed in this resolution by voting upon the following ques­
tion: 

"Shall the Constitution be amended as proposed by a resolution of the 
Legislature to provide f.or the convening of the Legislature in December fol­
lowing the general election, instead of in January?" 

The legal voters of each city, town and plantation shall vote by ballot on 
this question, and shall designate their choice by a cross or check mark placed 
within the corresponding square below the words "Yes" or "No." The ballots 
shall be received, s.orted, counted and declared in open ward, town and plan­
tation meetings and returns made to the Secretary of State in the sam,e man­
ner as votes for members of the Legislature. The Governor shall review the 
returns, and, if it appears that a majority of the legal yotes are in favor of 
the amendments, the Governor shall proclaim that fact without delay and the 
amendments shall become part of the Constitution on the date of the procla­
mation. 

Secretary of State shall prepare ballots. Resolved: That the Secretary of 
State shall prepare and furnish to each city, town and plantation all ballots, 
returns and copies of this resolution necessary to carry out the purpose of 
this referendum. 

Effective as provided in the Act 

CHAPTER 5 

RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution to Require the 
State to Reimburse Municipalities from State Tax Sources for 50% of 
Losses Caused by Property Tax Exemptions and Credits Enacted after 
April I, I978. 
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Constitutional amendment. RESOLVED: Two-thirds of each branch of 
the Legislature concurring, that the following amendment to the Con~t!tu­
tion of this State be proposed: 

Constitution, Art. IV, Pt. 3, § 23 is enacted to read: 

Sec. 23. Municipalities reimbursed annually. The Legislature shall an­
nually reimburse each municipality from state tax sources for 50% of the 
property tax revenue loss suffered by that municipality during the previous 
calendar year because of statutory property tax exemptions or credits enacted 
after April I, 1978. The Legislature shall enact appropriate legislation to 
carry out the intent of this section. 

Constitutional refer~ndum procedure; form of question; effective date. 
Resolved: Th.at the city aldermen, town selectmen and plantation assessors 
of this State shall notify the inhabitants of their'respective cities, towns and 
plantations to meet, in the manner prescribed by law for holding a statewide 
election, at the next general election in the month of November or special 
titatewide election on the Tuesday following the first Monday of November 
following the passage of this resolution, to vote upon the ratification of the 
amendment proposed in this resolution by voting upon the following 
question: 

"Shall the Constitution be amended as proposed by a resolution of the Leg­
islature to require the State to reimburse municipalities from state tax sources 
for 50% of losses caused by property tax exemptions and credits enacted after 
April I, 1978?" 

The legal voters of each city, town and plantation shall vote by ballot on 
this question, and shall designate their choice by a cross or check mark 
placed within the corresponding square below the words "Yes" or "No." ,The 
ballots shall be received, sorted, counted and declared in open ward, town 
and plantation meetings and returns made to the Secretary of State in the 
same manner as votes for members of. the Legislature. The Governor shall 
review the returns, and, if it appears that a majority of the legal votes are 
in favor of the amendment the Governor shall proclaim that fact without 
delay and the amendment shall become part of the Constitution on January 
I, 1978, 

Secretary of State shall prepare ballots. Resolved: That the Secretary 
of State shall prepare and furnish to each city, town and plantation all 
ballots, returns and copies of this resolution necessary to carry out the 
purpose of this referendum. 

Effective as provided in the Act 


