MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied

(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions)




LAWS

OF THE

STATE OF MAINE

AS PASSED BY THE

One Hundred and Seventh Legislature
AT THE
1ST SPECIAL SESSION
JANUARY 19, 1976 TO APRIL 29, 1976
AND
2ND SPECIAL SESSION
JUNE 14, 1976

PUBLISHED BY THE DIRECTOR OF LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH IN
ACCORDANCE WITH MAINE REVISED STATUTES ANNOTATED,
TITLE 3, SECTION 164, SUBSECTION 6.

PortLaND LitHOGRAPH COMPANY
PoRTLAND, MAINE
1977



The following initiated legislation
(L.D. 1619, 1.B. 1)
was approved in a referendum,
June 8, 1976
Question:

"Shall an Initiated Bill ‘An Act to establish a Public Preserve in the Bigelow
Mountain Area’ become Law?"

Yes: 85,782

No: 81,915
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INITIATED BII.1L.
approved by the People of the
STATE OF MAINE
on June 8, 1976
AN ACT to Establish a Public Preserve in the Bigelow Mountain Area
Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

Sec. 1. Bigelow Preserve. The Department of Conservation, including the
several bureaus and agencies therein, and the Department of Inland Fisheries
and Game are hereby authorized and directed to acquire approximately 40,000
acres of land on and around Bigelow Mountain in Franklin and Somerset Coun-
ties for a public preserve to be known as the Bigelow Preserve. The Preserve
shall include generally all land in Wyman and North One Half township north
of Stratton Brook and Stratton Brook Pond, and all land in Dead River township
south and east of Flagstaff Lake. All public lots within or contiguous to this
arca shall be included within the Bigelow Preserve.

Sec. 2. Administration and Acquisition. The Preserve shall be administered by
the Departments of Conservation and Inland Fisheries and Game. These Depart-
ments shall seek and use funds for the acquisition of the land necessary for the
Bigelow Preserve from state bond issues and appropriations, federal funds, and
other sources now or hereafter available to them. Acquisition shall be coordinated
by the Department of Conservation. Sufficient property rights and interests shall
be acquired to accomplish the purposes of this Act.

Sec. 3. Purpose. The purpose of this Act is to set aside land to be retained in
its natural state for the use and enjoyment of the public. The Preserve shall be
managed for outdoor recreation such as hiking, fishing, and hunting, and for tim-
ber harvesting. Timber harvesting within the Preserve shall be carried out in a
manner approved by the Bureau of Forestry and consistent with the area’s scenic
beauty and natural features. All motor vehicles, not including vehicles engaged in
timber harvesting, shall be restricted to roads designated for their use, except that
snowmobiles shall also be allowed on designated trails. Designated roads shall
be limited to those easily accessible to automobiles as of the effective date of this
Act. No buildings, ski lifts, power transmission facilities, or other structures shall
be built in the Preserve except for open trail shelters, essential service facilities,
temporary structures used in timber harvesting, small signs, and other small struc-
tures that are in keeping with the undeveloped character of the Preserve.





