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after the effective date of this Act, revert to its use prior to becoming the 
Council's Chamber. 

Sec. 430. Effective date. This Act shall take effect on January 4, I977. 

Effective January 4, 1977 

CHAPTER 772 

AN ACT to Clarify the Fish and Game Laws. 

Be it enacted by the Pe01Jle of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. 7 MRSA § 3551-A, first sentence, as enacted by PL 1975, c. 249, ~ 2, 
is amended to read; 

The commissioner may issue to any licensed hunter a permit for tra1ll1l1g 
~ ~s dogs on ~ raccoons during the closed season upon application 
and the payment of a $3 fee. 

Sec. 2. 12 MRSA § 1955, first sentence, is amended to read 

An advisory council, as heretofore appointed by the Governor with the advice 
and consent of the Executive Council, shall consist of 7 members eRosen 6fTe 

~ eaefl. e6~ ~ets chosen in the following manner; One member to 
represent Oxford and York Counties; one member to represent Cumberland 
County; one member to represent Sagadahoc, Androscoggin and Franklin 
Counties; one member to represent Kennebec and Somerset Counties; one 
member to represent Hancock, Waldo, Knox and Lincoln Counties; one mem
ber to represent Piscataquis and Penobscot Counties and one member to rep
resent Aroostook and Washington Counties. 

Sec. 3. 12 MRSA § 1972, first n, as amended by PL 1975, c. 497, § 3, is fur
ther amended to read; 

Except as otherwise provided, no snowmobile shall be operated within the 
jurisdiction of the State unless registered by the owner as provided in this 
chapter. All snowmobiles owned by Maine residents and operated in Maine 
must be registered in this State unless specifically exempted elsewhere in this 
chapter. The Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife is authorized to 
register and assign a registration number to all snowmobiles, upon application 
and payment of an annual fee of ~.'59 $11.25 by the owner. The resident 
registration fee shall be credited as follows; $-5.'59 $4.75 of each fee shall be 
credited to the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife; $+ 50¢ of each 
fee shall be credited ~ to the Bureau of Parks and Recreation and $6 of each 
fee shall be annually distributed to the municipality of the owner's residence 
as shown on his registration certificate, except that in unorganized townships 
$6 of each fee shall be annually distributed to the county of the owner's resi
dence as shown on his registration certificate. The nonresident registration 
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fee shall be credited as follows: $7.~ $4.75 of each fee shall be credited to the 
Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife and $5' 50¢ of each fee shall be 
credited to the Parks and Recreation Snowmobile Trail Fund. All other 
moneys received under this chapter, including dealer license fees, shall be 
credited to the Department of Inland Fisheries and \i\Tildlife. 

Sec. 4. 12 MRSA § 1972, last 11, as last amended by PL 1975, c. 590, § 4, is 
further amended to read: 

Whoever transfers the ownership or permanently discontinues the use of a 
registered snowmobile and applies for registration of another snowmobile in 
the same registration year shall be entitled to a certificate of registration upon 
payment of a transfer fee of $2 and shall not be required to pay the regular' 
registration fee of ~.~ $II.25. 

Sec. 5. 12 MRSA § 2070, sub-§ 10, as enacted by PL 1973, c. 734, § I, is 
amended to read: 

10. Notice to assessors. Wi4:itffi '39 ~ e.f reeeipt e.f fH'lo applieatioft ~ it 
~4terrte (0;{ frRl'H~F, +~1t tlWt~H ,,*all, €8fflf'~ ""v±t.kr 4'~ Mffl~~ 'Where 
the legal residence of the applicant is a municipality within the State, the 
division shaH mail annually a ~ e.f +fie ttftPlieatietr Sf' list of registrations 
issued to the assessors or assessor of such municipality. Where the legal resi
dence is outside of the State and the boat is situated within a municipality in 
the State, the division shall mail annually a ~ e.f t+re application Sf' list of 
registrations issued to the assessors or assessor of such municipality. In all 
other cases, the division shaH -ffitttskF it ~ e.f +fie ~tietr Sf' send a 
list of regulations issued annually to the Bureau of Taxation. 

Sec. 6. 12 MRSA § 2401, sub-§ 6, as enacted by PL 1973, c. 16, § I and as 
amended by PL 1973, c. 739, § 6, is repealed and the following enacted in 
place thereof: 

6. Hunting stamp required. It shall be unlawful for any person who has 
attained the age of 16 years to hunt or have in possession any pheasant unless 
at the time of such hunting or possession he has on his persoll an unexpired 
Maine pheasant hunting stamp, validated by his signature written across the 
face of the stamp in ink. Such stamp shall be issued by the commissioner or 
his authorized agent for a fee of $3.25, 25¢ of which shall be retained by the 
agent and shall be exhibited to any warden or employee of the department 
upon request. 

Sec. 7. 12 MRSA § 2401-B, sub-§ 17, as enacted by PL 1975, c. 623, § 8-C, 
is amended to read: 

17. Servicemen permanently stationed in Maine. Any person serving in 
the Armed Forces of the United States who is permanently stationed at a 
military or naval post, station or base in the State, that person's spouse and 
that person's children, provided that the spouse and children permanently re
side with that person, shall be eligible for any fi5BiHg Sf' Bll1'lting lieeftse fish
ing, hunting or combination fishing and hunting license wfiiffi fl'!-tij" -be ~ 
4;0 it M-affi.e reSis.eHt ~ t-fi.i.5 +itte, ~ ~ licenses ~ 4;0 persons 
digible -1ffi4eF t-fi.i.5 ~-+i-ett 9lttt-!.J. -be ~ ~ +fie statutory fe.e.s chargeS. 
M-affi.e ffsis.eHts at the resident fee. Such member of the Armed Forces, de
siring a hunting, fishing or combination license, shall present certification from 
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the commander of his post, station or ,base, or the commander's designated 
agent, that the person mentioned in the certificate is permanently stationed at 
that post, station or base. Licenses shall be issued by the clerk or agent of the 
town in which that military or naval post, station or base is situated. 

Sec. 8. 12 MRSA § 2402, 7th 11, as last repealed and replaced by PL 1971, 
C. 231, ~ 9, and as amended by PL 1971, c. 403, ~ 22, is repealed. 

, Sec. 9. 12 MRSA § 2402, next to the last 1[, as enacted by PL 1973, c. 739, 
~ 8, is r~pealed. ' ' . , 

Sec: 10. 12 MRSA § 2456, 2nd 11, as last repealed and replaced by PL 
'1971, c. 300, § I, is amended to read: ' 

Notwithstanding this section, paraplegics" single or d6ubleamputees of 
the legs may hunt from motor vehicles which are not in motion. 

Sec. II. I2 MRSA § 2469 is enacted to 'read: 

§ 2469. Discharge of firearm near dwelling 

It shall be unlawful to discharge a firearm within 100 feet of a'residential 
dwelling without the permission of the owner or, in his absence, of an adult 
occupant ?f that dwelling. 

Sec. I2~ 12 MRSA § 2552, § 6, as amended, is repealed as follows: -
, , .' ... 

e. ~~. ffi afiJ" ~ wfi.eT~ #te ~ +4mf4: eft ~ ~5 fi.a.5 e.e~ 
FeRle'lea: .e,- F1:tl~ tm4 Fe~'ulB:tt6-ft e+ tfl.e ffiffi1'l-1*,sfflfteF, 4:fte f¥Ioel:fie4 ~ 4*;±ti~ 
~ ~ 6aSS efted.l.. :ee 4:fi.-e 6ftfl're ftS ~ ~ aftE!. 5frl.ffi .. fIo. ' 

Sec. 13. 12 MRSA § 2552, sub-§ 7, 11 A, as last amended by PL 1973, c. 
314, is further ame~ded to read: 

A. Resident and nonresident stamps; fee. An Atlantic salmon stamp shall 
be'issued by the commissioner to fish for Atlantic:, salmon. ~~ e~-
4:-eF, -Hre The fee for Tfftt.e.H.,such stamp shall be $i for any resident of this 
State, excludinR members of Maine's Indian tribes who shall be exempt from 
the fee, i6 years of age or older,' and $15 for any nonresident, 16 years of 
age or older. The commissioner may also 8,ppoint clerks of towns or other 
agents to issue saf.4 such stamp. Any clerk or agent so appointed shall re
tain 25¢ for each stamp issued. Immediately after .. issuance" of such stamp, 
the purchaser shall sign that stamp across its face and affix the same to the 
back of a current valid Eshing license. ,s;;ttffi, s-tf\ffif! 5+tat+ .ee i5-Stt€+~ .fer ttSB te 
fi.s.e fer ~'\tlantieL MtHR10fi ~ft +fle fra+?B fl'l-iHH'Tei' *5 tt ¥e;';ttK:ti' +tee~ 4:e fi.s.fl, ~
-ee1* t#a-t ~ ~~ shatt.J".e, ffi eMtfffift t ... fr regula;- .j.t€~-e t .. ~5l.t ffi t±tis 
~ affl.tt+t All proceeds, eX'cept for necessary expenses for issuing, shall be 
paid to the Atlantic Sea Run Salmon Commission for the purposes of' de
velopingthe Atlantic Sea Run Salmon Restoration Program. 

Sec. 14. 12 MRSA § 2553, 4th 11, as enacted by PL 1965, C. 192, § 2, IS 

repealed as follows: 
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~ ~ ~ tfflft ~ ~ 8i' 5' ~h tft ~e aggregate s+ tffltto1:, salm&fl, 
~ tttt4 ~ ~, ttflleee the #t5t ~h e&t1glTt 11'lere&9~ the ~ 
\, eigHt t6 ~ #tatt ~~. +fiffl ~ragrat*t ~ ~ ~ ~ beba~ 
~, Gttmberlafl€!, GOttfit,. 

Sec. 15. 12 MRSA § 2553, sub-§ I, as last amended by PL 1971, c. 143, § 2, 
is further amended to read: 

1. Salmon or togue. A salmon or togue less than 14 inches in length, 
except that the length limit on salmon taken from any of the waters in Aroos
took County shall be 12 inches fH'T4 ~e~ tftitf -Hte ~ +eftgtft s+ ~ 
~ ~.frl.eeft ~ ffi DeRHam: att4 .g~~, -Raficoffl .c~,., ~-
4ei' ~ ffi +:M M.n. ftiT4 ~ M.n., ~¥fflg ~ ±,.a*e ffi ++e &Q., HaftffiClf 
G01:tfit) fH'T4 ~ MideHe BrancH f.!stt4 ffi ~ffl afl€!, ~ MD-, ~~ 
GOI:ll'lt,., sha~ -b-e +2 f.ttffi.e.s; 

Sec. 16. 12 MRSA § 2553, sub-§ 2, as amended by PL 1969, c. 169, and 
PL 1975, c. 516, § 20 and repealed and replaced by PL 1975, C. 401, § 6, is 
repealed and replaced by the followin g : 

2. Trout. A trout less than 6 inches in length, a brown trout or rainbow 
trout less than 12 inches in length, except that there shall be no length limit 
for brook trout, brown trout or rainbow trout taken from brooks, streams 
and rivers. 

Sec. 17. 12 MRSA § 2553-A, as enacted by PL 1965, c. 346, is repealed. 

Sec. 18. 12 MRSA § 2554-B, as enacted by PL 1967, c. 544, § 31, is re
pealed. 

Sec. 19. I2 MRSA § 2558, 4th n, is amended to read: 

Persons having a bait dealer's license under this section may take smelts 
in accordance with section 2704, and a license bait dealer may possess more 
than 4 quarts of b-fM.-t smelts at any time providing the taking was legal. 

Sec. 20. I2 MRSA § 295I, first sentence, as amended by PL 1975, c. 277, 
is amended to read: 

The resident owner of every motor vehicle which has been substantially 
damaged by accidental collision ,vith a deer or moose shall, ~ £'* ~ 
tHcreafter by the quickest means, report the accident to a game warden. 

Sec. 21. 12 MRSA § 295I, last sentence, as enacted by PL 1975, c. 277, is 
repealed and replaced hy the following: 

Such person shall then take possession and immediately remove the entire 
carcass from the scene of the collision. 

Sec. 22. 12 MRSA § 2953-A, as amended by PL 1975, c. 306, is repealed 
and replaced by the following: 

§ 2953-A. Shooting domestic animals, dogs, cats or birds; penalty 
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Whoever, while on a hunting trip or in the pursuit of wild animals or 
game birds or migratory game birds, negligently or carelessly or willfully 
shoots and wounds, or kills· any domestic animals, including dogs, cats or 
domestic birds shall be punished by a fine of not less than $200 nor more than 
$1,000, or by imprisonment for not more than go days, or by both. 

Sec. 23. 12 MRSA § 3060, sub-§ 2, as amended by PL 1971, c. 85, § 30, is 
amended to read: 

2. Violation of § 2451. Whoever violates any of the provisions of the 
ftffl.f '" first, 2nd or 5th paragraphs of section 2451 shall be punished by a fine 
of not less than $200 nor more than $1,000 and costs, or by imprisonment 
for not more than 90 days, or by both. 

Sec. 24. Amendatory clause. Any reference in this Act to the Executive 
Council shall be deleted from this Act as of January 4, 1977. 

Effective July 29, 1976 

CHAPTER 773 

AN ACT to Exempt Community Based Retardation Services from the 
Sales Tax. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

36 MRSA § 1760, sub-§ 28, as enacted by PL I907. c. 4G, is repealed and 
the following enacted in place thereof: 

28. Community mental health facilities and community mental retardation 
facilities. Sales to mental health facilities and mental retardation facilities 
which receive support under the Federal Community Mental Health Centers 
Act, as amended, or its successors, or from the Department of Mental Health 
and Corrections pursuant to Title 34. chapters 183 or 184-C. 

Effective July 29, i976 

CHAPTER 774 

AN ACT Relating to Voting Places in Certain Unorganized Townships. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maille, as fo110'V8: 

Sec. 1. 21 MRSA § 1573 is repealed and the following enacted 111 place 
thereof: 


