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penses of custody thereof, shall be deposited in the State Treasury or the 
treasury of the appropriate political subdivision thereof to be expended as 
provided by law. 

§ 3505. Recovery of property by owner or person entitled to possession; 
limitation 

The owner or other person entitled to possession of such property may 
claim and recover possession of the property at any time before its sale at 
public auction, upon providing reasonable and satisfactory proof of owner­
ship or right to possession and reimbursing the law enforcement agency and 
others authorized for all reasonable expenses for custody thereof. 

§ 3506. Damages occasioned by acts or omissions 

No person shall be responsible for subsequent damages to another occa­
sioned by an act or omission in compliance with this chapter. 

§ 3507. Property returned to finder 

Any person may surrender property which he has found to a law enforce­
ment agency. Such person shall be entitled to have such property surrendered 
to him if the owner thereof or other person entitled to possession thereof has 
not properly claimed the property within 6 months of its surrender to the law 
enforcement agency, provided such person who so surrendered the property 
reimburses the law enforcement agency and others authorized for reasonable 
expenses incurred in its custory of such property. 

Emergency clause. In vief of the emergency cited in the preamble, this 
Act shall take effect when approved. 

Effective June 23, 1975 

CHAPTER 559 
AN ACT Amending Laws Relating to Hospitalization of the Mentally Ill. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. 1. 4 MRSA § 157, as last amended by PL 1973, c. 788, § 6, is further 
amended by inserting after the 2nd sentence the following: 

One of the judges at large shall have as his primary responsibility the con­
duct of proceedings pursuant to Title 34, section. 2334. 

Sec. 2. 15 MRSA § 22II-A, last sentence of the first n, as last amended 
by PL 1973, c. 716, § I, is amended to read: 

The application and certification shall be in accordance with the requirements 
of Title 34, section 2333 8T ~-A i4 apfllieaMe. 

Sec. 3. 15 MRSA § 22II-A, last sentence of 2nd TI, as last amended by 
PL 1973, c. 716, §I, is further amended to read: 
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Except as otherwise specifically provided in this section, Title 34, chapter 
191, subchapters I and III, except section 2373 shall be applicable to any 
such person as if the admission of such person were applied for under Title 
34, section 2333 ~ ~-A 1+ apfJlieaele. 

Sec. 4. IS MRSA § 22II-A, first sentence of the last ,-r, as enacted by PL 
1973, c. 716, § 2, is amended to read: 

In addition to the authority given by this section to apply for the involuntary 
admission to a state hospital for the mentally ill of a person confined in the 
county jail, a person confined in a county jail, when such hospitalization is 
recommended by a licensed physician or licensed psychologist, shall be al­
lowed to apply for informal admission to a state hospital for the mentally ill 
under Title 34, section 2290. 

Sec. 4-A. 34 MRSA § I36-A, sub-§ I, first 3 sentences, as last amended 
by PL 1973, c. 716, § 3, are further amended to read: 

When the Warden of the Maine State Prison, Superintendent of the Men's 
Correctional Center, Women's Correctional Center, Boys Training Center or 
Stevens School believes that any person"in any such institution is mentally 
ill, requiring hospitalization and meeting requirements for admission, he shall 
make application in accordance with sections 2333 ~ £~-A 1+ 8:fJfJlieuele. 
Any such person with respect to whom such application and certification are 
made may be admitted to either state hospital for the mentally ill. Except as 
otherwise specifically provided in this subsection, chapter 191, subchapters I 
and III, except section 2373, shall be applicable to any such person as if the 
admission of such person were applied for under section 2333 ~ seetieft ~­
A 1+ 8:fJfJlie8:ele. 

Sec. 5. 34 MRSA § 2251, sub-§ 8 is enacted to read: 

8. Licensed psychologist. "Licensed psychologist" means an individual 
licensed under the laws of the State of Maine as a psychologist and who prac­
tices clinical psychology. 

Sec. 6. 34 MRSA § 2332-A is enacted to read: 

§ 2332-A. Emergency restraint and transportation 

Any law enforcment officer in the State having reasonable grounds to be­
live, based upon his personal observation, that any person may be a mentally 
ill individual and that due thereto he presents a threat of imminent and sub­
stantial physical harm to himself or to other persons, may take such person 
into protective custody and, in any such case, shall deliver such person forth­
with for examination by an available licensed physician or licensed psycholo­
gist as provided for in section 2333. 

In the event that a certificate relating to the person's likelihood of serious 
harm shall not be executed by the examiner under section 2333, the officer 
shall release the person from protective custody, and, with the permission of 
such person, shall return this person forthwith either to his place of re~idence, 
if within the territorial jurisdiction of the officer, or to the place where such 
person was taken into protective custody; provided that, if such person is 
also. then under arrest for a violation of law, he shall be retained in custody 
until released in accordance with the law. In the event that the examiner 
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shall execute the certificate provided for under section 2333, the officer having 
protective custody of the person examined shall have authority to detain him 
for as long as is necessary to obtain the endorsement by a judicial officer pro­
vided for under section 2333; provided that the officer shall undertake to 
secure such endorsement forthwith upon execution of the certificate by the 
examiner. 

Costs of transportation furnished under this section shall be paid as are 
costs of transportation provided under section 2333. 

Sec. 7. 34 MRSA § 2333, sub-§ I, as last repealed and replaced by PL 1973, 
c. 716, § 6, is amended to read: 

1, Admission. Any person may be admitted to a hospital upon: 

A. Application. Written application which shall be made subject to the 
prohibitions and penalties of section 2259 to the hospital by any health 
,officer or police officer or any other person stating his belief that the person 
is a mentally ill individual and, because of his illness, poses a likelihood of 
serious harm within the definition as contained in section 2251, subsection 
7, paragraphs A an4.:g.~, B, or C, and the grounds for that belief; and 

B. Certificate. A dated certificate by a licensed physician or a licensed 
psychologist who practices clinical psyhology that he has examined the 
person on the date of the certificate and is of the opinion that the person is 
a mentally ill individual and, because of his illness, poses a likelihood of 
serious harm within the definition as contained in section 2251, subsection 
7, paragraphs A aft8. :g. ~, B or C; provided, however, that the date of 
such ec¥tificaote examination shall not be more than 3 days prior to the date 
oftfl.e appHcatffiTr fe.t: a-6rfriSSt6ft 1:6 wfl.i.eft it ~ admission to the hospital. 
Such application and certificate, upon endorsement for such purpose by a 
judge of probate, a District Court Judge, a Superior Court Justice or a 
Complaint Justice, shall authorize any health or police officer to take the 
person whose admission is applied for into custody and transport him to a 
hospital as designated in the application. The county in which such person 
is found shall be responsible for any expenses of transportation pursuant to 
this section, including return if admission is declined. 

Sec. 8. 34 MRSA § 2333, sub-§ 2, 11" B, as last repealed and replaced by PL 
1973, c. 716, § 6, is amended to read: 

B. If the head of the hospital determines that admission of the patient as 
an informally admitted patient is not suitable, or if the patient declines ad­
mission as an informally admitted patient, the head of the hospital may 
apply to the District Court having territorial jurisdiction where the hos­
pital is located, for the issuance of al1 order for hospitalization under sec­
tion 2334 within 5 days from admission of the patient under this section, ex­
cluding in the computation of such time the date of admission and any Sat­
urday, Sunday or legal holiday. J.ft tfl.e ~~ft 6~ tffi8 .ftm.e, t#e 6ft1' s+ 
aElrfrissi6ft ~ iWt f;.e e&1:i~ iMHi ifttffrfre#tate SahlFElays, ~j"8 tHTEl 
~ ftoliElays ~ fiSt ~ €6t1nte4. -M tfl.e ~ .00,. ~ 6ft a ~ahlFaaoy, 
~t1l'J: aay ~ ~ Boli aay, tfl.e ~ -Fttft8 -ttftti.I. tft.e eftEi s+ tft.e fte*t .00,. 
wft.te.ft ts fiSt a ~ahlFaaJ', &maa,. 61' .l~+ ~,. 

Sec. g. 34 MRSA § 2333-A, as enacted by PL 1973, c. 716, § 7, is repealed. 
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Sec. 10. 34 MRSA § 2334, first ~, as last repealed and replaced by PL 
1973, c. 716, § 8, is amended to read: 

An application to the District Court filed pursuant to section 2333 ~ 
~-A shall be accompanied by a copy of the original emergency application, 
a copy of the physician's or psychologist's certificate and a statement show­
ing that there is a likelihood of serious harm, as defined in section 2251, sub­
section 7, paragraph A, 'ffi' B or C * +fte paticffi: ffl hospitB:M~ ~ei' scc:ioft 
~, ~ eeetiett ££05+, s1:lbscction '7', paFagFto~~ -b, i4 +fte p-aticnt ffl Hospitali2'C@ 
~ scctiOft ~-A. Each application shall be accompanied by a certificate 
of a licensed physician or a licensed psychologist who practices clinical psy­
chology, which certificate shall contain a statement by the examiner that he 
has examined the patient and that it is his opinion that he is a mentally ill 
individual and, because of his illness, poses a likelihood of serious harm as 
defined in section 2251, subsection 7, paragraph A, ~ B or C * -Hte ~effi: ffl 
Hospitalil!ca ~ section ~, ~ sceti&a ~, s1:lbscction '7', paFa~'Hl:ph -b, * #te paticnt ffl Hospitalil!ca ~ scctfflft ~-A. 

Sec. I I. 34 MRSA § 2334, 4th 1r, as last repealed and replaced by PL 
1973, c. 716, § 8, is amended to read: 

Upon receipt of the application, the court shall forthwith cause the patient 
to be examined by 2 examiners, either of whom shall be either a licensed 
physician or a licensed psychologist who practices clinical psychology and 
one of whom, if reasonably available, shall be chosen by the patient or by his 
counsel; neither examiner appointed by the court shall be the certifying ex­
aminer under section 2333 or under section 2372. 

Sec. 12. 34 MRSA § 2334, 2nd sentence of the 5th 11, as last repealed and 
replaced by PL 1973, c. 716, § 8, is amended to read: 

If the report of the examiners is to the effect that the patient is not mentally 
ill or does not pose a likelihood of serious harm as defined in section 2251, 
subsection 7, paragraph A, er B or C * #te patient ffl Hospitalil!ca ~ see­
fltffl ~ ~ paFagFapH -b ~ s1:lbsectton '7' ~ scction ~, * #te patient ffl fiee­
pitalil!ca ~ scction ~-A, the application shall be dismissed and the pa­
tient shall be mdered discharged forthwith. 

Sec. 13. 34 MRSA § 2334, 6th 11, as last repealed and replaced by PL 
1973, c. 716, § 8, is amended by inserting after the 3rd sentence the following 
new sentence: 

In addition to proving that the patient is a mentally ill individual and poses a 
likelihood of serious harm as defined in section 2251, subsection 7, paragraphs 
A, B or C, the applicant is required to sp.ow that inpatient hospitalization is 
the means most appropriate for the treatment of such person. The applicant 
in each case shall submit to the court at the time of hearing testimony indi­
cating the individualized treatment plan to be followed by the hospital staff 
in the event of commitment under this section. Any expense for witnesses for 
this purpose shall be borne by the applicant. 

Sec. 14. 34 MRSA § 2334, 9th and 10th 1m, as last repealed and replaced 
by PL 1973, c. 716, § 8, are amended to read: 

If, upon completion of the hearing and consideration of the record, the court 
finds by a preponderance of the evidence that the patient is mentally ill and be­
cause of his illness poses a likelihood of serious harm as defined in section 225 I, 
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subsection 7, paragraphs A, B or C, and that inpatient hospitalization is the 
means most appropriate for treatment of the patient, and further, if the court 
is satisfied with the individualized treatment plan offered by the hospital, it 
shall so state in the record and it may order commitment on the basis thereof. 
:j4 ~t.ea-HfflT ffl ma4e ~tr4ei= B'e~ £~, .ffre ~ ma,. 4ffi4 #ra4; -Hte ~a#effi 
~ a, ~i*eliho84 64 5€i'i€H:ffi RtH:·H'I.' -tiffl-e+' 1*it'ttgfa,~fl, -G €4 o-tibsect1-8tt 7- €4 ttee­
~ ~ i'Hi-€I-~ €i'4er C81Tl1Tlit~ 6ft #te e-asffi ~€4 ~ H +t affi€ ~ 
tfltrt tl:4; -Hte #me €4 a-4tffissffitt 1-8 tt ~'* ~tr4ei= oCCtiOfi ~, -Hte paticfit 
tfi-ett ~ tt ~d~ €4 s-e¥-iettS fl:.af'ffi as 4e€Itte4 itt ~~ -A ~ .g, 64 
Sfti4 o~bocctiofi 7-

+fi.e ~ 4tH+ e€fi-5t4er a-lJ. a-l-t€fft~ -t..; ee~~ -t..; tt fi'l-€~ ~­
~, -ificl~4ifig ~i'Hi-e4 ~fi-€j' -itt -Hte ~1~" tttt4 O1ttpatieffi -t-reftt­
t+reffi at tt mental ~ faeilit,. The court may order commitment to a men­
tal hospital for a period of not to exceed 4 months in the first instance, and 
not to exceed one year after the first and all subsequent rehearings, which 
order may issue immediately or the court may take the matter under advise­
ment and iss1,le the order within 2 business days 01 the court from the com­
pletion of the hearing; otherwise, it shall dismiss the application and the pa­
tient shall be ordered discharged forthwith. 

Sec. IS. 34 MRSA § 2372, 2nd U, as amended by PL 1973, c. 716, § 9, is 
further amended to read: 

The head of the hospital shall arrange for examination by a staff physician 
or clinical psychologist of every patient hospitalized pursuant to section 2333 
&f' 2~--A. The examiner shall not be the certifying examiner under section 
2333 or under section 2334. If sllch an examination is not held within 24 hours 
after the time of admission, or if a staff physician or clinical psychologist fails 
or refuses after such examination to certify that in his opinion the patient is a 
mentally ill individual and due to his mental illness poses a likelihood of seri­
ous harm as defined in section 2251, subsection 7, paragraph A, er B or C * 
-Hte ~~ wa-s a41Tlitte4 -ttflo€i.et' 5€~8ft ~ tt-n4 ~-B:4er ~aragfapfl, -G H .ffte 
~ffi was a41Tlittc4 ~ st~ 'i3~-A, the patient shall be immediately 
discharged, 

Effective October 1, 1975 

CHAPTER 560 

AN ACT to Clarify the State Tax Assessor's Authority to Delegate Duties. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

36 MRSA § 52, first sentence is amended to read: 

The State Tax Assessor shall have the power to distribute the duties given 
to him or to the Bureau of Taxation among such persons or divisions in said 
bureau as he may deem necessary for economy and efficiency in administra­
tion and may add to or eliminate the number of such divisions and may em­
ploy such deputies, assistants and employees as may be necessary, subject to 
the Personnel Law. 

Effective October 1, 1975 


