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CHAP. 187 

shall meet to adopt or adjust school or municipal budgets even though a 
budget meeting has already been concluded. The budget meeting shall be 
called following the enactment of the "School Finance Act of 1975" and 
shall be held no later than May 31,1975. 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this 
Act shall take effect when approved. 

Effective April 24, 1975 

CHAPTER 186 

AN ACT Relating to Liability of Natural Gas Distributors. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

14 MRSA § 165 is enacted to read: 

§ 165. Liability of natural gas distributors 

A natural gas company or natural gas pipeline company which distributes 
natural gas shall be held strictly liable for death or injury to persons or dam­
age to property, resulting from explosions or fire occasioned by natural gas 
escaping from any portion of the natural gas distribution system under its 
control. There shall be a rebuttable presumption that the natural gas which 
occasioned said explosion or fire escaped from the portion of said system 
under its control. 

The damages recoverable in such an action shall be red1,lced to such an 
extent as the fact finder thinks just and equitable, having regard to the extent 
that the trier of fact finds that the escape of the natural gas was caused by a 
natural disaster or by conduct of the claimant, claimant's decedent or a 3rd 
party; or the explosion or fire was caused by the negligent, reckless, wanton 
or willful conduct of the claimant, claimant's decedent or a 3rd party. 

Effective October 1, 1975 

CHAPTER 187 

AN ACT Relating to Withdrawal of Good Time for County Jail Inmates. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as. follows: 

34 MRSA § 952, as last amended by PL 1973, c. 688, is further amended by 
inserting before the last sentence the following new sentences: 

Any portion of the time deducted from the sentence of any inmate for good 
behavior may be withdrawn by the sheriff for the infractlOn of any rule of 
the jail, for any misconduct or for the violation of any law of the State: Such 
withdrawal of good time may be made at the discretion of the sheriff, who 
may restore any portion thereof if the inmate's later conduct and outstanding 
effort warrant such restoration. 

Effective October 1, 1975 




