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CONSTITUTIONAL RESOLUTIONS 

OF THE 

STATE OF MAINE 
AS PASSED BY THE 

One Hundred and Seventh Legislature 

1975 

CHAPTER 1 

RESOLUTION, Proposing Amendments to the Constitution to Provide 
Single Member Districts for the House of Representatives, to Provide for 
Apportionment of the House and Senate and to Establish an Apportion
ment Commission to Plan for all Apportionments of the House and Senate. 

Constitutional amendment. RESOLVED: Two-thirds of each branch of 
the Legislature concurring, that the following amendments to the Constitu
tion of this State be proposed: 

Constitution, Art. IV, Pt. I, § 2, 2nd, 3rd and 4th sentences are repealed 
and the following enacted in place thereof: 

The Legislature which shall convene after the adoption of this amendment 
shall cause the multi-member districts of the House of Representatives to be 
divided into districts for the choice of one Representative for each district, 
dividing contiguous districts the least number of times necessary to establish 
as nearly as practicable equally populated districts. The Legislature which 
convenes in 1983 and every tenth year thereafter shall cause the State to be 
divided into districts for the choice of one Representative for each district. 
The number of Representatives shall be divided into the number of inhabit
ants of the State exclusive of foreigners not naturalized according to the latest 
Federal Decennial Census or a State Census previously ordered by the Legis
lature to coincide with the Federal Decennial Census, to determine a median 
population figure for each Representative District. Each Representative Dis
trict shall be formed of contiguous and compact territory and shall cross 
political subdivision lines the least number of times necessary to establish as 
nearly as practicable equally populated districts. Whenever the popUlation of 
a municipality entitles it to more than one district, all whole districts shall be 
dr.awn within municipal boundaries. Any popUlation remainder within the 
municipality shall be included in a district drawn to cross the municipal 
boundary, provided that such population remainder of the municipality must 
be contiguous to another municipality or municipalities included in the dis
trict. 
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Constitution, Art. IV, Pt. I, § 3 IS repealed and the follo·wing enacted in 
place thereof: 

Section 3. Apportionment plan of commission; by Supreme Judicial Court 
on failure to apportion. The apportionment plan of the commission estab
lished under Article IV, Part Third, Section I-A shall be submitted to the 
Clerk of the House no later than ninety calendar days after the convening 
of the Legislature in which apportionment is required. The Legislature shall 
enact the submitted plan of the commission or a plan of its own by a vote of 
two-thirds of the Members of each House within thirty calendar days after 
the plan of the commission is submitted. Such action shall be subject to the 
Governor's approval as provided in Article IV, Part Third, Section 2. 

In the event that the Legislature shall fail to make an apportionment within 
one hundred and thirty calendar days after convening, the Supreme Judicial 
Court shall, within sixty days following the period in which the Legislature 
is required to act, but fails to do so, make the apportionment. In making such 
apportionment, the Supreme Judicial Court shall take into consideration plans 
and briefs filed by the public with the court during the first thirty days of the 
period in which the court is required to apportion. 

The Supreme Judicial Court shall have original jurisdiction to hear any 
challenge to an apportionment law enacted by the Legislature, as registered 
by any citizen or group thereof. If any challenge is sustained, the Supreme 
Judicial Court shall make the apportionment. 

Constitution, Art. IV, Pt. 2, § 2, is repealed and the following enacted in 
place thereof: 

Section 2. Division of the State into Senatorial Districts; division by Su
preme Judicial Court, when. The Legislature which shall convene in 1983 
and every tenth year thereafter shall caUSe the State to be divided into dis
tricts for the choice of a Senator from each district, using the same method 
as provided in Article IV, Part First, Section 2 for apportionment of Repre
sentative Districts. 

The apportionment plan of the commlSSlOn established under Article IV, 
Part Third, Section I-A shall be submitted to the Secretary of the Senate no 
later than ninety calendar days after the convening of the Legislature in 
which apportionment is required. The Legislature shall enact the submitted 
plan of the commission or a plan of its own by a vote of two-thirds of the 
Members of each House, within thirty calendar days after the plan of the 
commission is submitted. Such action shall be subject to the Governor's ap
proval as provided in Article IV, Part Third, Section 2. 

In the event that the Legislature shall fail to make an apportionment with
in one hundred and thirty days after convening, the Supreme Judicial Court 
shall, within sixty days following the period in which the Legislature is re
quired to act but fails to do so, make the apportionment. In making such 
apportionment, the Supreme Judicial Court shall take into consideration plans 
and briefs filed by the public with the court during the first thirty days of 
the period in which the court is required to apportion. 

The Supreme Judici~l Court shall have original jurisdiction to hear any 
challeng~ ~o an apportionment law enacted by the Legislature, as registered 
by ~r:y citizen or group thereof. If any challenge is sustained, the Supreme 
Judicial Court shall make the apportionment. 
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Constitution, Art. IV, Pt. 3, § I-A is enacted to read: 

2217 
CHAP. 1 

Section I-A. Legislature which is required to apportion to establish com
mission. A Legislature which is required to apportion the districts of the 
House of Representatives or the Senate, or both, under Article IV, Part First, 
Section 2, or Article IV, Part Second, Section 2, shall establish, within the 
first three calendar days after the convening of that Legislature, a commis
sion to develop in accordance with the requirements of this Constitution, a 
plan for apportioning the House of Representatives, the Senate, or both. 

The commission shall be composed of three members from the political 
party holding the largest number of seats in the House of Representatives, 
who shall be appointed by the Speaker; three members from the political 
party holding the majority of the remainder of the seats in the House of 
Representatives, who shall be appointed by the floor leader of that party in 
the House; two members of the party holding the largest number of seats 
in the Senate, who shall be appointed by the President of the Senate; two 
members of the political party holding the majority of the remainder of the 
seats in the Senate, to be appointed by the floor leader of that party in the 
Senate; the chairperson of each of the two major political parties in the State 
or their designated representatives; and three members from the public gen
erally, one to be selected by each group of members of the commission repre
senting the same political party, and the third to be selected by the other two 
public members. The Speaker of the House shall be responsible for organ
izing the commission and shall be chairman pro tempore thereof until a per
manent chairman is selected by the commission members from among their 
own number. No action shall be taken without a quorum of seven being pres
ent. The commission shall hold public hearings on any plan for apportion
ment prior to submitting such plan to the Legislature. 

Public members of the commission shall receive compensation, as provided 
by law. All members of the commission shall be reimbursed for actual travel 
expenses incurred in carrying out the business of the commission. The Legis
lature which is required to apportion shall appropriate sufficient funds to com
pensate public members, to provide staff assistance to the commission, to 
provide travel expenses for all members and to provide for incidental ex
penses of the commission as needed to carry out its duties under this Con
stitution. 

Form of question and date when amendments shall be voted upon. Re
solved: That the aldermen of cities, the selectmen of towns and the assessors 
of the several plantations of this State are empoV',ered and directed to notify 
the inhabitants of their respective cities, towns and plantations to meet in the 
manner prescribed by law for calling and holding biennial meetings of said 
inhabitants for the election of Senators and Representatives at the next gen
eral election in the month of November or special state-wide election on the 
Tuesday following the first Monday of November following the passage of 
this resolution to give in their votes upon the amendments proposed in the 
foregoing resolution, and the question shall be: 

"Shall the Constitution be amended as proposed by a resolution of the Leg
islature to provide for single member districts for the House of Representa
tives, to provide for apportionment of the House and Senate and to establish 
an apportionment commission to plan for all apportionments of the House and 
Senate ?" 
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The inhabitants of said cities, towns and plantations shall vDte by ballot on 
said question, and shall indicate by a cross or check mark placed against the 
words "Yes" or "No" their opinion of the same. The ballots shall be re
ceived, sorted, counted and declared in open ward, town and plantation 
meetings and returns made to the office of the Secretary of State in the same 
manner as votes for Governor and Members of the Legislature, and the Gov
ernor and Council shall review the same, and if it shall appear that a majority 
of the inhabitants voting 011 the question are in favor of the amendments, the 
Governor shall forthwith make known the fact by his proclamation, and the 
amendments shall thereupon, as of the date of said proclamation, become a 
part of the Constitution. 

Secretary of State shall prepare ballots. Resolved: That the Secretary of 
State shall prepare and furnish to the several cities, towns and plantations 
ballots and blank returns in conformity with the foregoing resolution, accom
panied by a copy thereof. 

Effective Oatober 1, 1975 

CHAPTER 2 

RESOLUTION, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitutio~ to Establish 
Filina Dates for Initiative and Referendum Petitions; Clarify when the 
Effective Date of a Bill is Suspended by the Filing of a Referendum Peti
tion; Clarify the Process of Calling a Special Election for an Initiative or 
Referendum Vote; Limit Legislative Amendment and Repeal of Laws 
Initiated or Approved by the People; Clarify the Petition Process; and 
Provide for Review of the Validity of Petitions. 

Constitutional amendments. RESOLVED: Two-thirds of each branch 
of th~ Legislature concurring, that the following amendments to the Consti
tution of this State be proposed: 

Constitution, Art. IV, Pt. 3, § 17, is amended to read: 

Section 17. Proceedings for referendum; proclamation by Governor. Upon 
written petition of electors, the nlllnber of which shall not be less than ten 
percent of the total vote for Governor cast in the last gubernatorial election 
preceding the filing of such petition, and addressed to the Governor and filed 
in the office of the Secretary of State wf#Htt ttffie-ty 4a,." by the hour of five 
o'clock, p.m., on the ninetieth day after the recess of the Legislature, or if 
such ninetieth day is a Saturday, a Sunday, or a legal holiday, by the hour of 
five o'clock, p.m., on the preceding day which is not a Saturday, a Sunday, or 
a legal holiday, requesting that one or more Acts, bills, resolves or resolu
tions, or part or parts thereof, passed by the Legislature, but not then in 
effect by reason of the provisions of the preceding section, be referred to the 
people, such Acts, bills, resolves, or resolutions or part or parts thereof as 
are specified in such petition shall not take effect until thirty days after the 
Governor shall have announced by public proclamation that the same have 
been ratified by a majority of the electors voting thereon at a general or 
special election. The effect of any Act, bill, resolve or resolution or part or 
parts thereof as are specified in such petition shall be suspended upon the 
filing of such petition. If it is later finally determined, in accordance with any 
procedure enacted by the Legislature pursuant to the Constitution, that such 


