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PUBLIC LAWS, 1971 

Chapter 490 

AN ACT Relating to the Department of Agriculture. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

989 
CHAP. 490 

Sec. I. R. S., T. 7, § I, amended. The first sentence and 2nd sentence, as 
amended, of section I of Title 7 of the Revised Statutes are repealed and re
placed as follows: 

The Department of Agriculture, as heretofore established and hereinafter 
in this Title called the "department", shall be maintained for the improvement 
of agriculture and the advancement of the interests of husbandry, and shall 
consist of the Commissioner of Agriculture, appointed by the Governor with 
the advice and consent of the Council, to serve at the pleasure of the Gover
nor and Council, and the following as heretofore created and established: 
the Maine Dairy Council Committee, the Maine Milk Commission, the Maine 
Potato Commission, the Seed Potato Board and the Maine Potato Marketing 
Commission. 

Sec. 2. Organization. The Joint Select Special Committee of the Legis
lature on Governmental Reorganization, with the assistance of the commis
sioner, shall prepare a plan of organization of the department into such 
bureaus, divisions and sections as may be necessary to carry out efficiently 
the work of the department. The committee, with the assistance of the com
missioner, shall prepare legislation to be presented to a special session of the 
I05th Legislature to amend, repeal and rearrange statutes to reflect this de
partment's powers, responsibilities and organization. 

Directors of bureaus shall be appointed by the Governor. with the advice 
and consent of the Council, to serve at the pleasure of the Governor and 
Council. 

The commissioner shall prepare a budget for the department in accordance 
with the Revised Statutes, Title 5, chapter 149. 

The commissioner and the Joint Select Special Committee of the Legisla
ture on Governmental Reorganization may recommend the legislation for the 
transfer from or to another state department such functions as would appear 
to properly belong to the other department or to his department. The com
missioner shall have no powers or duties relative to the proposed department 
except those listed in this section. 

Sec. 3. Effective date. This Act shall become effective 91 days after ad
journment of the Legislature. 

Effective September 24, 1971 


