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PUBLIC LAWS, 1971 

Chapter 452 

917 
CHAP. 453 

AN ACT Providing Notice or Severance Pay by Employers. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S., T. 26, § 625, amended. Section 625 of Title 26 of the Revised Stat
utes is amended by adding at the end the following: 

Whenever a person, firm or corporation employing 100 or more employees, 
is voluntarily going out of business, ~e shall give one month's prior notice 
to his employees and failing to give such notice Shall pay severance pay of 
one week for each full year worked by the employee, but such severance 
pay shall not be more than one month's pay unless by contract the employer 
shall have agreed to pay a larger amount. No severance pay shall be re
quired to be paid to any employee who has worked for less than one year 
for the employer and no such severance pay shall be paid if the employee is 
discharged for a reasonable cause. An employer subject to this section may 
contract with his employees to pay such employees less than the severance 
pay required by this section. 

If a person, firm or corporation sells his business and there is no cessation 
of employment in the establishment, no such severance pay shall be required. 
The requirements of this section shall not apply to any person, firm or cor-, 
poration employing employees in seasonal employment only. 

Effective September 23. 1971 

Chapter 453 

AN ACT Relating to Boarding Kennels or Pet Shops. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. 1. R. S., T. 7, § 3451, amended. The last 4 paragraphs of section 
3451 of Title 7 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 4 of chapter 193 
of the public laws of 1965, and as amended, are repealed and the following 
enacted in place thereof: 

The commissioner, his authorized agent, a state humane agent or a veteri
narian employed by the State may, at any reasonable time, enter any board
ing kennel or pet shop, excepting any building used for human habitation 
heretofore recognized as not subject to search warrant and make examination 
and conduct any recognized test for the_ existence of any contagious or in
fectious diseases or conditions. A veterinarian employed by the State or any 
licensed veterinarian may quarantine such pet shop or boarding kennel in per
son or by registered mail, and ~llch quarantine shall be maintained as long 
as the Commissioner of Agricultute deems necessary. 

The commissioner may revoke or suspend a pet shop or boarding· kennel 
license providing any person, firm or corporation maintaining such pet shop 
or boarding kennel violates any quarantine or maintains animals or birds 


