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MUNICIPAL HOME RULE 2031
RESOLVES, 1969 CHAP. 29

period in which the Legislature is required to act, but fails to do so, make
the apportionment.

Form of question and date when amendments shall be voted upon. Re-
solved: That the aldermen of cities, the selectmen of towns and assessors of
the several plantations of this State are empowered and directed to notify
the inhabitants of their respective cities, towns and plantations to meet in
the manner prescribed by law for calling and holding biennial meetings of
said inhabitants for the election of Senators and Representatives at the next
general election in the month of November or special state-wide election on
the Tuesday following the first Monday of November following the passage
of this resolve to give in their votes upon the amendments proposed in the
foregoing resolution, and the question shall be:

“Shall the Constitution be amended as proposed by a resolution of the
Legislature to provide for an odd numbered Senate of not less than thirty-one
nor more than thirty-five Senators following the constitutionally required re-
apportionment in 1971?”

The inhabitants of said cities, towns and plantations shall vote by ballot
on said question, and shall indicate by a cross or check mark placed against
the words “Yes” or “No” their opinion of the same. The ballots shall be
received, sorted, counted and declared in open ward, town and plantation
meetings and returns made to the office of the Secretary of State in the same
manner as votes for Governor and Members of the Legislature, and the
Governor and Council shall review the same, and if it shall appear that a
majority of the inhabitants voting on the question are in favor of the amend-
ments, the Governor shall forthwith make known the fact by his proclama-
tion, and the amendments shall thereupon, as of the date of said proclamation,
become a part of the Constitution.

Secretary of State shall prepare ballots. Resolved: That the Secretary
of State shall prepare and furnish to the several cities, towns and plantations
ballots and blank returns in conformity with the foregoing resolve, accom-
panied by a copy thereof.

Effective October 1, 1969

Chapter 29

RESOLVE, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution to Provide for
Municipal Home Rule.

Constitutional amendment. Resolved: Two-thirds of each branch of the
Legislature concurring, that the following amendment to the Constitution of
this State be proposed:

Constitution, Article VIII-A, additional. The Constitution is amended by
adding a new Article VIII-A, to read as follows:



2032 CAPITOL PLANNING COMMISSION
CHAP. 30 RESOLVES, 1969

ARTICLE VIII-A.
Municipal Home Rule.

Section 1. The inhabitants of any municipality shall have the power to
alter and amend their charters on all matters, not prohibited by Constitution
or general law, which are local and municipal in character.

The Legislature shall prescribe the procedure by which the municipality
may so act.

Form of question and date when amendment shall be voted upon. Re-
solved: That the aldermen of cities, the selectmen of towns and the assessors
of the several plantations of this State are empowered and directed to notify
the inhabitants of their respective cities, towns and plantations to meet in the
manner prescribed by law for calling and holding biennial meetings of said
inhabitants for the election of Senators and Representatives at the next
general election in the month of November or-special state-wide election on
the Tuesday following the first Monday of November following the passage
of this resolve to give in their votes upon the amendment proposed in the
foregoing resolution, and the question shall be:

“Shall the Constitution be amended as proposed by a resolution of the
Legislature to Provide for Municipal Home Rule?”

The inhabitants of said cities, towns and plantations shall vote by ballot on
said question, and shall indicate by a cross or check mark placed against the
words “Yes” or “No” their opinion of the same. The ballots shall be received,
sorted, counted and declared in open ward, town and plantation meetings and
returns made to the office of the Secretary of State in the same manner as
votes for Governor and Members of the Legislature, and the Governor and
Council shall review the same, and if it shall appear that a majority of the
inhabitants voting on the question are in favor of the amendment, the
Governor shall forthwith make known the fact by his proclamation, and the
amendment shall thereupon, as of the date of said proclamation, become a
part of the Constitution.

Secretary of State shall prepare ballots. Resolved: That the Secretary
of State shall prepare and furnish to the several cities, towns and plantations
ballots and blank returns in conformity with the foregoing resolve, accom-
panied by a copy thereof.

Effective October 1, 1969

Chapter 30

RESOLVE, Proposing the Acceptance of a Master Plan Prepared by the
Capitol Planning Commission,

Master plan for development of capitol complex. Resolved: That the



