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present by the provisions hereof may be excluded from the place where such 
investigation is held and witnesses may be kept separate and apart from one 
another and not allowed to communicate with one another until they have 
been examined. 

Effective October 1, 1969 

Chapter 378 

AN ACT Relating to Communications Between Physicians and Patients. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S., T. 32, § 3153, additional. Title 32 of the Revised Statutes is amended 
by adding a new section 3153 to read as follows: 

§ 3153. Communications between physicians and patients 

Except at the request of, or with the consent of, the patient, no duly 
licensed physician shall be required to testify in any civil or criminal action, 
suit or proceeding at law or in equity respecting any information which he 
may have acquired in attending, examining or treating the patient in a pro
fessional capacity if such infqrmation was necessary to enable him to furnish 
professional care to the patient. However, when the physical or mental con
dition of the patient is at issue in such action, suit or proceeding or when a 
court in the exercise of sound discretion, deems such disclosure necessary to 
the proper administration of justice, no information communicated to, or 
otherwise learned by, such physician in connection with such attendance, 
examination or treatment shall be privileged and disclosure may be required. 

Nothing in this seCtion shall prohibit disclosure by a physician of informa
tion concerning a patient when such disclosure is required by law. 

Effective October 1, 1969 

Chapter 379 

AN ACT Revising the Law Regulating the Alteration of Wetlands. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. R. S., T. 12, § 4701, amended. The first sentence of section 4701 of 


