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CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

RESOLVES, 1963 

Form of question and date when amendment shall be voted upon. Resolved: 
That the aldermen of cities, the selectmen of towns and the assessors of the 
several plantations of this State are empowered and directed to notify the in­
habitants of their respective cities, 'towns and plantations to meet in the manner 
prescribed by law for calling and holding biennial meetings of said inhabitants 
for dle election of Senators and Representafives at dle neX't geneml election in 
the mondl of November, to give in dleir votes upon the amendment proposed in 
the foregoing resolution, and dle question shall be: 

"Shall dle Constitution be amended as proposed by a resolution of dle Legis­
lature eliminating dle requirement dlat ,the Governor communicate pardons to 
dle Legislature?" 

The inhabitants of said cities, towns and plantations shall vote by ballot on 
said question, and shall indicate by a cross or check mark placed against the 
words "Yes" or "No" their opinion of the same. The ballots shall be received, 
sorted, counted and declared in open ward, town and plantation meetings and 
returns made to dle office of dle Secretary of State in dle same manner as votes 
for Governor and Members of the Legislature, and the Govern01' and Council 
shall count the same, and if it shall appear that a majority of the ,inhabitants vot­
ing on the question are in favor of dle amendment, the Governor shall fOl'thwith 
m'ake known dle fact by his proclamation, and the amendment shall thereupon, 
as of the date of said proclamation, become a part of the Constitution. 

Secretary of State shall prepare ballots. Resolved: That the Secretary of 
State shaH prepare and fur'nish to the several cities, towns and plantations bal­
lots and blank returns in conformity with the foregoing resolve, accompanied 
by a copy thereof. 

Effective September 21, 1963 

Chapter 103 

RESOLVE, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution to Provide for Taking 
Oaths of Senators and Representatives in Absence of Governor and Council. 

Constitutional amendment. Resolved: Two-thirds of each branch of the Leg­
islature concmring, that the following amendment to the Constitution of this 
State be proposed: 

Constitution, Article IX, Section 1, amended. The last paragraph of Section 
1 of Article IX of the Constihltion is amended to read as follows: 

'The oaths or affirmations shall be taken and subscribed by the Governor and 
Counsellors before the presiding officer of the Senate, in the presence of both 
houses of the Legisl'ature, and by the Senators and Representatives before the 
Govel'llor and Council, and by the residue of said officers before such persons 
as shall be prescribed by dle Legisla'ture; and whenever the Governor or any 
Counsellor shall not be able to attend during dle session of the Legislature to 
take and subscribe said oadls or affirmations, such oaths or affirmations may be 
taken and subscribed in ·the recess of the Legislahl'l'e before any Justice of the 
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Supreme Judicial Court and provided further that, if the Governor shall be 
unable to appear and administer the oath to the Senators and Representatives, 
such oaths shall be administered by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial 
Court or in his absence, by the Senior Associate Justice of said Supreme Judicial 
Court present at the State Capitol on the first day of the term for which said 
Senators and Representatives shall have been elected.' 

Form of question and date when amendment shall be voted upon. Resolved: 
That the aldermen of 'Cities, the seleotmen of towns and the assessors of the sev­
eral plantations of this State are empowered and dn:ected to notify the in­
habitants of their respective cities, towns and plantations to meet in the manner 
prescribed by law for calling and holding biennial meetings of said inhabitants 
for 'the election of Senators and Representatives at the next general election in 
the month of November, to give in their votes upon the amendment proposed in 
the foregoing 'resolution, and the question shall be: 

"Shall the Constitution be amended as proposed by a resolution of the Leg­
islature to provide fOi' taking oaths of Senators and Representatives in absence 
of Governor and Council?" 

The inhabitants of said cities, towns and plantations shall vote by ballot on 
said question, and shall indicate by a cross or check mark placed against the 
words "Yes" or "No" their opinion of the same. The ballots shall be received, 
sOl'ted, counted and declared in open ward, town and plantation meetings and 
returns made to 'the office of the Secretary of State in the same manner as votes 
for Governor and Members of the Legislature, and the Governor and Council 
shall count the same, and if it ,shall appear that a majority of the inhabitants 
voting on the question are in favor of the amendment, the Governor shall forth­
with make known the fact by his proclamation, and the amendment shaH there­
upon, as of the date of said proclamation, become a part of the Constitution. 

Secretary of State shall prepare ballots. Resolved: That the Secretary of 
State shall prepare and furnish to the several cities, towns and plantations bal­
lots and blank returns in conformity with the foregoing resolve, accompanied 
by a copy thereof. 

Effective September 21, 1963 

Chapter 104 

RESOLVE, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution Relative to Examina­
tion of Returns for Senators and to Provide for Election of Senators to Fill 
Vacancies. 

Constitutional amendment. Resolved: Two-thirds of each branch of the Leg­
islature concurring, that the following amendments to the Constitution of this 
Si'ate be proposed: 

Constitution, Article IV, Part Second, Section 3, amended. Section 3 of Part 
Second of Alticle IV of the Constitution is amended to read as follows: 


