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ASSESSORS AND BOARDS OF ASSESSMENT REVIEW 397 
PUBLIC LAWS, 1963 CHAP. 299 

'All infoFfl'latiol'l l'Oquh'ea ~ tffis seetfeft fa flft**H' 9fT a: paelcage !iha:ll, eo 
pl'oR'liHOHt, Eleffilite ffilEl plffiH, fHlEl. shall eo eOHspieuous tl:B fa ~ ffilEl s-tyle ef 
lofters ffilEl HUR'lgers aflfl tl:B to eelffi: ef letters ffilEl l'lUR'lgers iH oontrast fa eelffi: 
ef eaekgl'OUHd. &ueh in.ferHtatiell shal± flft**H' 9fT ;fBO pl'iH:eipal display ptNl8± 
ef tlle paelEago. AllJ' reEfUireEl in.ferHtati9fT tHttt is ei;fBer iH llffilEl letteriHg or 
llffilEl serip-t shal± eo eHtil'Oly elear aflfl equal fa printing iH legibility.' 

Sec. 3. Effective date. This act shall become effective 91 days after the 
adjournment of the Legislature, 

Effective September 22, 1963 

Chapter 298 

AN ACT Relating to Release of Spouse's Right by Descent. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S., c. 170, § 9, amended. Section 9 of chapter 170 of the Revised Stahltes 
is amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 9. Husband or wife may bar right by deed, etc. A husband or wife of 
any age may bar his or her right and interest by descent in an estate conveyed 
by the other by joining in the same, or in a subsequent deed, or in a deed with the 
guardian or conservator of the othert, or by giving a sale deed with or without 
covenants or warranty; but he or she shall not be deprived of such right and 
interest by levy or sale of the real estate on executiont, but may, after the right 
of redemption has expired, release such right and interest by sole EleeEI, giving or 
joining in a deed, with or without covenants or warranty, as aforesaid.' 

Effective September 21, 1963 

Chapter 299 

AN ACT to Permit Towns to Choose Single Assessors and to Permit Certain 
Cities and Towns to Create Boards of Assessment Review. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. 1. R. S., c. 90-A, § 36, sub-§ IV, amended. The first sentence of sub
section IV of section 36 of chapter 90-A of the Revised Stahltes, as enacted by 
section 1 of chapter 405 of the public laws of 1957, is amended to read as follows: 

'The following provisions apply to selectmen assessors and overseers:' 

Sec. 2. R. S., c. 90-A, § 36, sub-§ IV, 11" B, amended. Paragraph B of sub
section IV of section 36 of chapter 90-A of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by 
section 1 of chapter 405 of the public laws of 1957, is amended to read as follows: 

'B. When others have not been elected, the selectmen shall serve as 
RSSOSSOl'S ffilEl overseers of the poor.' 
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Sec. 3. R. S., c. 90-A, § 36, sub-§§ IV-A and IV-B, additional. Section 36 of 
chapter 90-A of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by seotion 1 of chapter 405 of 
the public laws of 1957, is amended by adding thereto 2 new subsections to read 
as follows: 

'IV-A. Assessors. The following provisions apply to assessors: 

A. A town may determine at a meeting of its legislative body held at least 
30 days before the annual meeting whether a single assessor, or a board of 
3, 5 or 7, shall be elected and the term of office of the assessor or assessors. 
In towns where the legislative body is the town meeting, the determination 
shall be effective only if the total number of votes cast for and against the 
determination equals or exceeds 10% of the total vote for all candidates for 
Governor in the town at the next previous gubernatorial election. 

1. Once a determination has been made, it shall stand until revoked at a 
meeting held at least 30 days before the annual meeting. 

2. If a town fails to fix the number, 3 shall be elected. If a town fails to 
fix the term, it shall be for one year. 

B. When others have not been elected, the selectmen shall serve as asses
sors; except that when a town has chosen a single assessor under paragraph 
A, and fails to elect the assessor, the selectmen shall appoint the assessor. 

C. A town may, if it elects a board of assessors, designate one member as 
chairman of the board. 

1. If no person is so designated, the board shall elect by ballot a chair
man from its own membership, before assuming the duties of office. Where 
no member receives a majority vote, the clerk shall determine the chair
man by lot. 

D. If the town fails to fix the compensation of assessors at its annual meet
ing, they shall be paid $10 each per day for every day actually and neces
sarily employed in the service of the town. 

IV-B. Board of assessment review. 

A. Any town choosing a single assessor may adopt a board of assessment 
review at a meeting of its legislative body held at least 30 days before the 
annual meeting. 

B. The board of assessment review shall consist of 3 members to be 
appointed by the selecbnen. The town, when adopting such board, may fix 
the compensation of the members. One member shall be appointed for one 
year, one member for 2 years and one member for 3 years, and thereaftei' 
the term of each new member shall be 3 years. 

C. Any town adopting a board of assessment review may discontinue such 
board by vote, in the same manner and under the same conditions as in 
adopting such board.' 
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Sec. 4. R. S., c. 90-A, § 58, sub-§ I-A, additional. Section 58 of chapter 90-A 
of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 1 of chapter 405 of the public laws 
of 1957, is amended by adding a new subsection I-A, to read as follows: 

'I-A. Board of assessment review. 

A. Any city choosing a single assessor may adopt a board of assessment 
review by vote of the city council at least 30 days before the annual city 
election. 

B. The board of assessment review shall consist of 3 members to be 
appointed by the city council. 

C. The city council, when adopting such board, may fix the compensation 
of the members of such board. One member shall be appointed for one year, 
one member for 2 years and one member for 3 years, and thereafter the term 
of each new member shall be 3 years. 

D. Any city adopting a board of assessment review may discontinue such 
board by vote of the city council at least 30 days before the annual city 
election, in which case the board shall cease to exist at the end of the mu
nicipal year: 

Sec. 5. R. S., c. 91-A, § 49-A, additional. Chapter 91-A of the Revised 
Statutes, as enaoted by section 1 of chapter 399 of the public laws of 1955, is 
amended by addiilg a new section 49-A, to read as follows: 

'Sec. 49-A. Appeal to board of assessment review. Where the municipality 
has adopted a board of assessment review, if the assessors refuse to make the 
abatement asked for, the applicant may apply in writing to the board of assess
ment review within 30 days after notice of the decision from which such appeal is 
being taken or after the application shall be deemed to have been denied, and 
if the board thinks he is over-assessed, he shall be granted such reasonable abate
ment as the board thinks proper. Either party may appeal from the decision of 
the board of assessment review directly to the Superior Court, under the condi
tions provided for in section 52.' 

Sec. 6. R. S., c. 91-A, § 50, amended. The first sentence of seotion 50 of 
chapter 91-A of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 1 of chapter 399 of 
the public laws of 1955, is amended to read as follows: 

'.u Except where the municipality has adopted a board of assessment review, if 
the assessors refuse to make the abatement asked for, the applicant may apply 
to the county commissioners at their next meeting occurring af'ter notice of the 
decision from which such appeal is being taken or after the applioation shall be 
deemed to have been denied, and if they think that he is over-assessed, he shall 
be granted suoh reasonable abatement as they think proper, and if he has paid 
the tax he shall be reimbursed out of the municipal h'easury, with costs in either 
oase.' 

Sec. 7. R. S., c. 91-A, § 51, amended. Seotion 51 of chapter 91-A of the Re
vised Statutes, as enacted by section 1 of chapter 399 of the public laws of 1955, 
is amended to read as follows: 
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'Sec. 51. Appeal to Superior Court. Any person entitled to appeal to a board 
of assessment review or to the county commissioners for an abatement of his 
taxes may, if he so elect, appeal under the same terms and conditions from the 
decision of the assessors to the Superior Court in and for that county.' 

Sec. 8. Application. Boards of assessment review presently existing pur
suant to special municipal charters may be continued in office provided the legis
lative body of the town or city council, as the case may be, votes to adopt a board 
of assessment review under the Revised Statutes, chapter 90-A, section 36, sub
section IV-B, or section 58, subsection I-A. Upon completion of existing terms 
in such cases, the boards shall be thereafter constituted and chosen under this act. 
If no such vote is taken, boards of assessment review existing under special 
charters shall cease to exist on and after January 1, 1965. 

Effective September 21, 1963 

Chapter 300 

AN ACT Relating to Inspection of Motor Vehicles. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Ma~ne, as follows: 

Sec. 1. R. S., c. 22, § 13, amended. The last sentence of the next to the 
last paragraph of section 13 of chapter 22 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted 
by chapter 209 of the public laws of 1961, is amended to read as follows: 

'SootioR ztG Chapter 15, section 13-A, shall not apply to such invalid chairs 
but the Secretary of State shall not issue such registration unless he is satisfied 
that such chair is equipped with an adequate stopping and holding device and 
means of giving audible signal.' 

Sec. 2. R. S., c. 15, §§ 13-A - 13-G, additional. Chapter 15 of the Revised 
Statutes is amended by adding 7 new sections, to be numbered 13-A to 13-G, 
to read as follows: 

'Inspection of Motor Vehicles. 

Sec. 13-A. Inspection of motor vehicles. The Chief of the State Police shall 
require twice each year that every vehicle registered in this State be inspected 
at an official inspection station, duly appointed and certified as such by the Chief 
of the State Police, to determine the proper adjustment and sufficiency of the 
following required equipment: Brakes, lights, running gear, wheels, tires, horns, 
glazing, mechanical windshield wipers, rear view mirrors, reflectors, exhaust 
system and body components. If, at the time of such inspection, the condition of 
said vehicle conforms in each and every respect as required by law and the rules 
and regulations governing inspection promulgated by the Chief of the State 
Police, an official inspection sticker as a certificate of inspection furnished by 
the Chief of the State Police shall be placed in the lower left-hand coruer of 
the windshield or in the center of the windshield back of the rear mirror. If 
said vehicle is not normally equipped with a windshield, the celtificate of in-


