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CHAP. 227 PUBLIC LAWS, 1961 

Chapter 227 

AN ACT Revising the Law on Tax on Transient Rentals. 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, the 99th Legislature enacted legislation Im
posing a tax on transient rentals; and 

vVhereas, the application of this tax to some types of living quarters is uncer
tain; and 

vVhereas, proper administration of the tax requires that such uncertainties be 
resolved before the advent of another summer season; and 

vVhereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emergency 
within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the following legis
lation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health 
and safety; now, therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. 1. R. S., c. 17, § 2, amended. The 3rd paragraph of section 2 of chap
ter 17 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section I of chapter 350 of the 
public laws of 1959, is repealed as follows: 

, ".'\partrHent ~" ~ ttflj' bl1ilcling 8f" j?'ffi't theFeof, Wftere sepaFate 
aeeoffiffioclations f8f" ffteFoe -tfi.aE: 2 fan1ilies ~ inclepenclently ~ ea-eh ~ 
iH'e sl1ppliecl -te transient 8f" peFffianent ~ 8f" teHants.' 

Sec. 2. R. S., c. 17, § 2, amended. The 6th paragraph of section 2 of chap
ter 17 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 2 of chapter 350 of the 
public laws of 1959, is amended to read as follows: 

'''Hotel'' means every building or other structure kept, used, maintained, ad
vertised as or held out to the public to be a place where sleeping aeeommetl:tt
.fi.eft5 living quarters are supplied for pay to transient or permanent guests and 
tenants ffi ~ ::j: 8f" ffteFoe sleeping ~ iH'e fl1Fnishecl f8f" -tfte aeeOiYin10cla
-tiefr ~ frt:t€h gttt:5'H;.' 

Sec. 3. R. S., c. 17, § 2, amended. Section 2 of chapter 17 of the Revised 
Statutes, as amended, is further amended by adding after the 7th paragraph a 
new paragraph to read as follows: 

'''Living quarters" means sleeping rooms, sleeping or housekeeping accom
modations, and tent or trailer space.' 

Sec. 4. R. S., c. 17, § 2, amended. The 13th paragraph of section 2 of chap
ter 17 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 5 of chapter 350 of the 
public laws of 1959, is amended to read as follows: 

'''Rooming house" means every house, boat, vehicle, motor court, trailer 
court or other structure or any place or location kept, used, maintained, adver
tised or held out to the public to be a place where living quarters sleeping 8f" 

fiousekeepiHg aeeonHfioclatioHs are supplied for pay to transient or permanent 
guests or tenants, whether in one or adjoining buildings aftt!, ~ ~ 8f" ffteFoe 

~ iH'e fl1Fnishecl f8f" ~ aeeoffiffioclation ~ 5i:t€ft ~.' 



LAW ON TAX ON TRANSIENT RENTALS REVISED 277 

PUBLIC LAWS, 1961 CHAP. 227 

Sec. 5. R. S., c. 17, § 2, amended. The 20th paragraph of section 2 of chap
ter 17 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted .by section 6 of chapter 350 of the 
public laws of 1959, is amended to read as follo'ws: 

, "Tourist camp" means a place where '* 6f' ffi€7re tents or tent houses, or camp 
cottages or other structures are located and offered -By- i!: f'€T5eft to the public 
or any segment thereof for human habitation.' 

Sec. 6. R. S., c. 17, § 2, amended. The 21st paragraph of section 2 of chap
ter 17 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 6 of chapter 350 of the pub
lic laws of 1959, is amended to read as follows: 

, "Trailer camp" means a place where space is offered with or without service 
facilities -By- ffitj" peFson to the public for tenting or for the parking and accom
modation of '* 6f' fHffl"-e automobile trailers which are used for lodging, 5tt€ft 
~ ~ ~T defined i!:5 living quarters and the rental price theFcof 
shall include all service charges paid to the lessor.' 

Sec. 7. R. S., c. 17, § 3, amended. The first sentence of section 3 of chapter 
17 of the Revised Statutes, as last amended by section 7 of chapter 350 of the 
public laws of 1959, is further amended to read as follows: 

'A tax is imposed at the rate of 3% on the value of all tangible personal prop
erty, sold at retail in this State, l11easliFed -By- -Hte s-ate tffiee and upon the ~ 
rental charged for living quarters slecpiag 6f' h01:lsekeeping aeeoJ:nn:odations 
in hotels, rooming houses, tourist o'r trailer camps, measured by the sale price, 
except as in this chapter provided.' 

Sec. 8. R. S., c. 17, § 10, sub-§ XVI-D, repealed. Subsection XVI-D of 
section 10 of chapter 17 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 9 of 
chapter 350 of the public laws of 1959, is repealed as follo'Ws: 

'~-±f. Rental ehaFged tt7 ffitt' peffi€ffi .fer ~ q1:larters tft iHT ~ 
~ fl.e.li.5.e.' 

Sec. 9. R. S., c. 17, § 10, sub-§ XVI-E, amended. Subsection XVI-E of 
section 10 of chapter 17 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 9 of 
chapter 350 of the public laws of 1959, is amended to read as follows: 

'XVI-E. Continuous residence in hotel, etc. Rental charged to any person 
ttfte.r fie hn5 resided who resides continuously for :t months 6f' ~ 28 days 
at anyone hotel, rooming house, tourist or trailer camp. Tax paid by such 
person to the retailer under section 5 during the initial 28-day period shall 
be refunded by the retailer. Such tax reported and paid to the State by the 
retailer may be taken as a credit by the retailer on the report filed by him 
covering the month in which refund was made to such tenant.' 

Sec. 10. R. S., c. 17, § IS, amended. The first sentence of section IS of 
chapter 17 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by section 10 of chapter 350 
of the public laws of 1959, is further amended to read as follows: 

'The taxes imposed by this chapter shall be due and payable at the time of the 
sale; or, in the case of tax on rental for living quarters, sleeping 6f' fl.e.li.5.e
keeping aeeoffiffiodatioi1s at the time the rental is payable.' 
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Sec. II. R. S., c. 17, § 29, amended. The first sentence of section 29 of chap
ter 17 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

'Every retailer shall keep records of his sales, and of his rentals charged for 
living quarters in hotels, rooming houses, tourist or trailer camps, the kind and 
form of which shall be adequate to enable the Tax Assessor to determine the 
tax liability.' 

Sec. 12. Effective date. Rentals payable on and after June I, 1960, pur
suant to contracts entered into prior thereto, shall be subject to the tax im
posed by this act. 

Director's note: Amended by P. L., 1961, c. 395, § 55. 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this act 
shall take effect when approved. 

Effective April 19, 1961 

Chapter 228 

AN ACT Increasing Number of Medical Examiners in Washington County. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S., c. 89, § 243, amended. The 3rd sentence of section 243 of chapter 89 
of the Revised Statutes, as last repealed and replaced by section 59 of chapter 
378 of the public laws of 1959, is amended to read as follows: 

'The number of medical examiners so to be appointed shall be as follows: For 
the Counties of Franklin, Knox, Piscataquis, Sagadahoc and Waldo, 2 each; 
for the Counties of Hancock, Lincoln, Oxford and Somerset iHffi \VashiRgtoR, 
3 each; for the Counties of Kennebec, Washington and York, 4 each; for the 
Counties of Androscoggin and Aroostook, 5 each; for the Counties of Cumber
land and Penobscot, 7 each; and they shall be appointed with reference to ter
ritorial distribution.' 

Effective September 16, 1961 

Chapter 229 

AN ACT to Define Plumbing. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S., c. 25, § 179, sub-§ V, amended. Subsection V of section 179 of chapter 
25 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

'V. Plumbing. "Plumbing" is the art of installing in buildings the pipes, 
fixtures and other apparatus for bringing in the water supply and removing 
liquid and water-carried wastes, and shall include the necessary water piping 
and water connections to all types of heating apparatus using water.' 

Effective September 16, 1961 
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