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shall constitute the first Commission under the statutes, as amended by this act, 
and shall continue as members of the Commission through December 31, 1956. 

Effective August 20, 1955 

Chapter 324 

AN ACT to Increase the Salary of the Register of Deeds of Somerset County. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Mcdne, as follows: 

R. S., c. 89, § 215, amended. That part of section 215 of chapter 89 of the 
revised statutes which relates to the salary of the register of deeds of Somerset 
county is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Somerset, $:9,~ee $3,400,' 

Effective August 20, 1955 

Chapter 325 

AN ACT Relating to Membership on State Soil Conservation Committee. 

Be it encwted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S., c. 34, § 3, sub-§ I, amended. The 2nd sentence of subsection I of section 
3 of chapter 34 of the revised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'It shall consist of the following 5 members: the Director e+ 4e ~ _'\gri
ci:lltuFal J!;;:rtensioa Se::yice Dean of the College of Agriculture and the ,:Qt
~ -s+ ~e ~ Agrical:ural ];Hperi111-e* Station State Commissioner of 
Agriculture, who shall serve ex officiis; and 3 farmers who shall be appointed 
by the Governor with the advice and consent of the Council in the following 
manner: I from a list of 3 names submitted by the executive committee of the 
State Grange, I from a list of 3 names submitted by the executive committee 
of the ~ Maine Farm Bureau :!iede::atio:a Association and I from a list of 3 
names submitted by the COH1I:'Iissiorrer &f :\grieultare Maine State Association 
of Soil Conservation District Supervisors.' 

Effective August 20, 1955 

Chapter 326 

AN ACT Relating to Records of Unattended Deaths and Injection of Embalming 
Fluids Under Medical Examiner's Law. 

Be it encwted by the PeolJle of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. R. S., c. 89, § 244, amended. Section 244 of chapter 89 of the revised 
statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 
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'Sec. 244. Notice of finding of body. vVhoever finds the body of any person 
wfte fih'ij" ~ supposed .fe ~ €:6iTl:e ffi ffi5. ~ ~ cFimiRal ..-iolence, e'F ~ 
suicide e'F in tffiJ" 5-H5ptef.e.u.s. e'F uRusual R1aRner who is supposed to have come 
to his death by violence or by the action of chemical, thermal or electrical agents 
or following abortion, or suddenly when not disabled by recognizable disease or 
who has come to his death unexplained or unattended, shall immediately notify 
one of the municipal officers, a police officer or constable if in a city or town; or 
a member of the board of assessors if in a plantation; and if, in an unorganized 
place, the most readily accessible of such officials in any city, town or plantation 
within the county. Such official shall immediately take charge of such body and 
retain custody thereof without moving the same, except as hereinafter provided, 
until the arrival of a medical examiner, the county attomey, the sheriff or a 
member of the state police. The official taking charge of said body shall imme
diately notify the county attorney or sheriff, who shall in tum arrange for the 
attendance of the most readily accessible medical examiner. If the body, where 
found, is in danger of being destroyed or damaged by fire, vehicular traffic or 
otherwise, or of being lost in any body of water, any person may take steps as 
may seem necessary for its preservation or retention prior to the arrival of the 
medical examiner, sheriff, a member of the state police or the county attorney, 
but in such event shall first, whenever practicable, exactly mark the location and 
position of the body, If no such danger exists, the body shall riot be moved until 
the arrival of the medical examiner, the sheriff, a member of the state police or 
the county attorney, and until photographs have been taken or measurements and 
drawings have been made to record the physical facts relative to the location and 
position of the body, under the supervision of the county attorney, the state 
police or sheriff, or unless the Attorney General or the county attorney waives 
such requirements. After such photographs or such measurements and drawings 
have been made or have been waived as aforesaid and after the medical examiner 
has completed such examination as required of him in the following section, the 
body may be removed to a convenient place. The body shall not be finally re
leased for embalming or burial, except by order of the county attorney or sheriff. 
If and when it shall appear to the county attorney that the case is one of prob
able homicide, he shall notify the Attorney General of the fact.' 

Sec. 2. R. S., c. 89, § 245, amended. Section 245 of chapter 89 of the revised 
statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 245. Proceedings by medical examiner upon receIVIng such notice. 
Upon notice that there has been found or is lying within his county the body of 
a person who is supposed to have come to his death by criminal ',-iolence, e'F ~ 
~e e'F ffi tffiJ" suspicious e'F anu5ual mann::r violence or by the action of 
chemical, thermal or electrical agents or following abortion, or suddenly when 
not disabled by recognizable disease, or any unexplained or unattended deaths, 
it shall be the duty of any person having knowledge of such death to notify the 
medical examiner of the county wherein the body lies and +l:1e such medical ex
aminer shall forthwith repair to the place where such body lies and take charge 
of the same, and before said body is removed, he shall reduce or cause to be re
duced to writing a description of the location and position of the body and any 
and all facts that may be deemed important in determining the cause of death. 
He shall, upon authorization of .the county attorney or the Attorney General, 
make an autopsy in the presence of a physician and one other discreet person 
sufficient in his judgment to disclose such facts as may be attainable thereby 
which may be of assistance in determining the cause of death. He may compel 
the assistance of such physician and person, by subpoena if necessary, and he 
shall then and there at the time of such autopsy reduce or cause to be reduced to 
writing every fact and circumstance disclosed by such autopsy tending to show 
the manner and cause of death, which record shall be signed by himself and the 
witnesses who have attended, who shall in addition to their names subscribe their 



260 RECORDS OF UNATTENDED DEATHS 

CHAP. 326 PUBLIC LAWS, 1955 

address and place of business. In case at the time of finding of such body there 
be no medical examiner available within the county by reason of vacancy in the 
office, incapacity or absence from the county, any medical examiner in an adjoin
ing county may be notified, whose duty it shall be to attend and perform all 
duties prescribed by sections 243 to 253, inclusive, as though he were a medical 
examiner within the county.' 

Sec. 3. R. S., c. 25, § 382, amended. Section 382 of chapter 25 of the revised 
statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 382. Physicians in attendance to furnish certificate of name, age, disease 
and date of death of deceased. A physician who has attended a person during 
his last illness shall within 24 hours after the death of said person make a certifi
cate stating, to the best of his knowledge and belief, the name of the deceased, his 
age, the disease of which he died and the date of his death and shall either de
liver it to the person superintending the burial or leave it with the family of the 
deceased or at the said physician's office where it may' be obtained when called 
for; and whenever any deceased person did not have the attendance of a physi
cian in his or her last sickness, the person in whose house the said death oc
curred, or the nearest relative of the deceased shall upon finding the body im
mediately call a p~1ysieiaa medical examiner to view the body and give to him 
all the information concerning said death. Upon receiving this information 
aforesaid the phyoieiafi medical examiner called shall make a certificate setting 
forth the data he has obtained from said persons, and to the best of his knowl
edge and belief the cause of death. After having made the certificate as afore
said he shall then deliver ,same to the funeral director in charge of the burial, or 
leave it with the family of the deceased where it may be obtained when called 
for'7 prO'.-idcd, hO'.-.-CYCF, t~:at i4 4;h.e physieian eaHe4 in 5tl€h €B:5'e ffi Rei; ft ffictH
etr+ €xaraincr, i!:'i:T4 4;h.e infoHl1ation e-eta:ffl.e4 eOficcrnifig sa.ffi, ~ :ndieatcs 
thftt sa.ffi, p-eF5'6ft ffie.4 ~ susp:eious 6F unusual e:reUr:1stafiee5, h~ ~ 
thereupon eaH ft mcdical eXai:lifieF ~ making ftftd, .ft±ffl.g sa.ffi, eCFtificate ft5 

tt7 4;h.e ~ ffi dea~h. Any person who willfully makes a false retUTI1 or will
fully gives false information to be used in preparing a record of death shall be 
punished as provided in section 40I.' ' 

Sec. 4. R. S., c. 25, § 204, repealed and replaced. Section 204 of chapter 25 
of the revised statutes is hereby repealed and replaced as follows: 

'Sec. 204. Violent or sudden deaths, embalming fluids not injected until cause 
of death legally determined. No person shall inject into any cavity or artery 
of the body of any person who has died from violence, by the action of chemical, 
thermal or electrical agents, or following abortion, or suddenly when not disabled 
by recognizable disease, any fluid or substance, until a legal certificate as to the 
cause of death from the medical examiner has been obtained, or until legal in
vestigation has determined the cause of death, or written permission to embalm 
such body has been given by the medical examiner. If a criminal cause of death 
is alleged or suspected, no fluid or other substance shall be injected into a body 
until the cause of death is legally established or until an autopsy has been per
formed.' 

Effective August 20, 1955 
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