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ment of registration fees. Such motor vehicles and trailers shall display a marker 
or insignia approved by the Secretary of State.' 

Effective August 20, 1955 

Chapter 185 

AN ACT to Revise the Laws Relating to the State Library. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Ma.ine, as follows: 

Sec. I. R. S., c. 42, § lO, repealed. Section IO of chapter 42 of the revised 
statutes is hereby repealed, as follows: 

'.£e.e. +9. ~ s~. ~ librarian s::a11 ~ cstablis:: aft"4 n1aintain an 
~ section. ~ 5~ ~ ±==8:¥-e e!laFge e+ BJ+ indc:rifig ffi connection 
~ ~ ~ e+ ~ libraFY mT4 Sifeft ~ inde:rifig -as ~ legislat1:1re ttR-4 
~ go',-erfioF aft"4 C01:1nCil fi'l"8:7 ~.' 

Sec. 2. R. S., c. 42, § II, amended. The 1st sentence of section II of chapter 
42 of the revised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'The Maine State Library shall give advice to all school, State, institutional, 
#ee &rni public and county law libraries, and to all communities in the State 
which may propose to establish libraries, as to the best means of establishing 
and administering them, selecting and cataloging books and other details of 
library management, and may send its employees to aid in organizing such 
libraries or assist in the improvement of those already established.' 

Sec. 3. R. S., c. 42, § l4, amended. Section 14 of chapter 42 of the revised 
statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. l4. Biennial report. The Librarian shall report to the Legislature 
biennially the receipts and expenditures on account of the library, the number of 
~, ~ a-rn!, ~ i'l:€€j:uircd acquisitions during the 2 preceding years, 
specifying those obtained by purchase, donation and exchange and shall make 
in such report suggestions in relation to the improvement of the Library.' 

Sec. 4. R. S., c. 42, § l6, amended. Section 16 of chapter 42 of the revised 
statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. l6. Public documents distributed. All Maine reports, digests, statutes, 
codes and laws, printed or purchased by the State and i'teKufter previously dis
tributed by law to the several towns and plantations within the State, shall be 
and remain the property of the State and shall be held in trust by such towns 
or plantations for the sole use of the inhabitants thereof.' 

Sec. 5. R. S., c. 42, § l7, amended. The 4th sentence of section 17 of chapter 
42 of the revised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'At least +T5' 80 copies of these reports shall be delivered to the Librarian of the 
Maine State Library, immediately upon receipt by the Superintendent of Pub
lic Printing, for exchange, library use and general distribution; and the balance 
of the number of each report shall be delivered by said Superintendent to the 
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head of the Department or Institution where it originated and where it was pre
pared for publication.' 

Sec. 6. .R. S., C. 42, § 18, repealed and replaced. Section 18 of chapter 42 
of the revIsed statutes is hereby repealed and the following enacted in place 
thereof: 

'Sec. 18. Public documents turned over to successors in office. All compil
ations or revisions of the statutes, and supplements thereto, and the laws, sold 
and delivered at half-price to any State, county or municipal officer shall be held 
in trust by said officer for the sole use of his office; and at the expiration of his 
term of office or on his removal therefrom by death, resignation or other cause, 
such officer, or if he be dead, his legal representatives, shall turn over to his 
successor in office all of said books and pUblications. If there be no successor 
to his office such officer, or his legal representatives, shall turn over all of said 
books and publications to the State, county or municipal unit which purchased 
the same. This section shall also apply to the Maine reports distributed in ac
cordance with the provisions of section 20. Copies of said publications dis
tributed or sold to Justices and Ex-justices of the Supreme Judicial and Superior 
Courts shall be and remain the personal property of said Justices. 

All compilations or revisions of the statutes, and supplements thereto, and the 
laws, sold and delivered by the State at half-price to municipalities within the 
State shall be held in trust by such municipalities for the sole use of the inhabi
tants thereof.' 

Sec. 7. R. S., C. 42, § 19, repealed. Section I9 of chapter 42 of the revised 
statutes is hereby repealed, as follows: 

'f.ee. +<9. ~ 4scuments pJ.ainIJ- i'lHd:ed. ,Ag. ~ 'FefJ~, ;:l~ 
statutes, ~ ~ ~ distFib1ited fry- 4-e ~ EbraFY fe i-fte 5€¥ef~~· 
ttn4 ~ 64Hce:-s ffi i-fte s:a:e, Y.-i:!1 ~ ~~ '* i-fte justices '* #re 5-1:1:

~ judicial ttn4 s1:1peFior ~, ~ :ee plainly ma:-ked i:ip6l:1 i-fte ~ 
ttn4 -up6ft ~e ti:le ~ "ryit!l ~ ~wffig: ~.;. "J1F~ ffi -the ~ 
e4i Ma±iTe, fio6t fe .fre se+4." , 

Sec. 8. R. S., c. 42, § 20, repealed and replaced. Section 20 of chapter 42 of 
the revised statutes is hereby repealed and the following enacted in place there
of: 

'Sec. 20. Maine reports. A copy of the printed decisions of the Supreme 
Judicial Court, commonly called Maine reports, and of the advance sheets, which 
are purchased by the State in accordance with the provisions of section 2 of 
chapter 104, shall be distributed by the State Librarian to the following: each 
county law library, college library, county attorney, judge of probate, register 
of probate, clerk of courts, municipal court, trial justice, Councilor, Senator and 
Representative from Maine in the Congress of the United States, Justice and 
Ex-justice of the Supreme Judicial Court, Justice and Ex-justice of the Superior 
Court; the Governor, Judge of the United States District Court for Maine, United 
States district attorney for Maine, clerk of the United States District Court for 
Maine, Judge of the United States Court of Appeals for the first circuit. 

Copies shall be sent, on an exchange basis, to the Library of Congress, secre
tary of the Maine State Bar Association, the Supreme Court Library of Canada, 
and to each State or territorial library in the United States. 
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Upon request of administrative officers thereof copies shall be placed in each 
state department or institution. 

Sec. 9. R. S., c. 42, § 22, amended. Section 22 of chapter 42 of the revised 
statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 22. Distribution and sale. All printed copies of sue:: revised statutes, 
suppleme~ts thereto, and session laws shall be delivered by the printer to the 
State Librarian for distribution ffi e:~ft€-e v;i::h #re 1".oyisioas 84 Seaffln 
=:H and for sale e:s ftereiaaf~f' pFo'i-ide4, in accordance with the provisions of 
sections 23 and 25.' 

Sec. ro. R. S., c. 42, § 23, repealed and replaced. Section 23 of chapter 42 of 
the revised statutes is hereby repealed and the following enacted in place 
thereof: 

'Sec. 23. Price. The State Librarian, subject to the approval of the Governor" 
and Council, shall fix the price at which the printed volumes of a revision of 
the statutes, and supplements thereto, or those containing the laws passed at a 
session of the Legislature, may be sold and delivered, and shall thereafter make 
sales at the price so fixed.' 

Sec. II. R. S., c. 42, § 25, repealed and replaced. Section 25 of chapter 42 of 
the revised statutes is hereby repealed and the following enacted in place there
of: 

'Sec. 25. Statutes and laws distributed and sold. A copy of all compilations 
or revisions of the statutes, and supplements thereto, and the laws passed by 
each Legislature shall be sold and delivered at one-half the established price to 
the following: each free public library, county law library, college library, 
municipality, county attorney, clerk of courts, county commissioners' court, 
sheriff, county treasurer, register of deeds, register of probate, judge of probate, 
Justice and Ex-justice of the Supreme Judicial Court, Justice and Ex-justice of 
the Superior Court, municipal court, trial justice, Ex-governor, Councilor j the 
Governor, reporter of decisions, Judge of the United States District Court for 
Maine, United States district attorney for Maine, clerk of the United States Dis
trict Court for Maine, Judge of the United States Court of Appeals for the first 
circuit, Maine Historical Society. 

The Legislature and state administrative departments, bureaus, agencies and 
commissions may purchase more than one such copy for legislative and adminis
trative purposes. 

Copies shall be sent, on an exchange basis, to the Library of Congress, secre
tary of the Maine State Bar Association, the Supreme Court Library of Canada 
and to each State or territorial library in the United States. 

One copy of the laws passed by each session of the Legislature shall be given 
to each member thereof, the Secretary of the Senate, the Assistant Secretary of 
the Senate, the Clerk of the House, the Assistant Clerk of the House, and each 
Senator and Representative from Maine in the Congress of the United States. 

One copy of the latest revision of the statutes and the current supplement 
thereto shall be given to each member of the Legislature who has not previously 
received such a copy as a member of a Legislature which met in regular session 
after the effective date of such revision of the statutes. 
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The remaining copies of the statutes, and supplements thereto, and the laws 
shall be held in the Library for exchange or library use, except as otherwise 
provided by law.' 

Sec. 12. R. S., c. 42, § 31, amended. Section 31 of chapter 42 of the revised 
statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

. 'Sec. 31. Free use of library in adjoining town authorized. Any municipality 
may raise and appropriate annually a sum of money for the purpose of securing 
to its inhabitants free use of a library located in an adjoining municipality. '7 
aftEl, tfre efficers t!1eree4 4,a+!, annllRll,-, eft -En' ~ #re +5-t 4t,- e4 Mil:"!", ~ 
~ #re ~ ~i&Farial:T tfre ffit1ea::: &F mene::;- 9lpropriate4 aftEl, ~a.€4 ~ 
#re ~e4ift~ ,-etH' .ffl.r t!:is parpose. ~ft ce:-tifica:ioa 4:rle ~ libra:-ian 
4,EHJ e.pfl¥6¥e .ffl.r ~ffi u 5i:tffi ~ 6ft #re follO'.-:ing; €l1Ul1l:el'ateei ~ffi-
~ 

+e ftH:Uloicipalities appropriatin~ e,ftEl, e:cpei1eiifi~ i!lm 6f' ~, .ore%-t 

+e il1anicipali:ies 9l'P'fflI'ria:iag ""ftEl, e:cpefieiing ~ te ~,§ee, 7"'%-t 

+e municipalities 9lPl'op:-ia:ii1~ an4 e!:pel:Teii::~ ~,§e+ te ~,El6e, **. 
~ municipalit::;-~ recei,,-e annually ffi-6f'e tffim. ~ee. +fi.@ st+p::fid ~ 

:j,.e ~.ffl.r #re purchase e4 ~ te:j,.e ~ ffi;mt4 likary.' 

Sec. 13. R. S., c. 42, § 33, repealed and replaced. Section 33 of chapter 42 of 
the revised statutes is hereby repealed and the following enacted in place thereof: 

. 'Sec. 33. State aid for municipalities maintaining free public libraries. The 
officers of any municipality may certify to the State Librarian annually, before 
the 1st day of May, the amount of money appropriated and expended by said 
municipality during the preceding year for the benefit of a free public library 
established therein, or for the free use of a library in an adjoining town. Upon· 
such certification the State Librarian, if satisfied with the quality of service per
formed by such library, shall approve for payment to such municipality an 
amount based on the following schedule: 

On appropriations from $200 to $475, 10%; 

On appropriations from $476 to $1,900, 7%; 

On appropriations from $1,901 to $5,000, 4'70. 

No municipality shall receive annually less than $20, nor more than $200, ex
cept as provided below. The state aid money must be spent for the purchase of 
books to be placed in said library. 

If the appropriations of2 or more towns for the use of the same library in an 
adjoining town amount to the sum of $200 or more, the State Librarian may 
make payment of state aid on the same basis and for the same purpose pre
scribed above. Such payment shall be made to the municipality where the library 
is situated.' 

Sec. 14. R. S., c. 42, § 34, amended. Section 34 of chapter 42 of the revised 
statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 34. Libraries controlled by associations assisted by towns. Any town 
or city in which there is a library owned or controlled by a corporation or associ-
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ation or by trustees may levy and assess a tax and make appropriation there
from annually to procure from such library the free use of its books for all the 
inhabitants of the town or city, under such restrictions and reCTulations as shall 
insu~e the safety and good usage of the books; and such libr~ry shall then be 
considere~ a free public .library within the meaning of this chapter and said 
town or CIty shall be entrtled to the benefits of the preceding section proyide4 
'E!:a4: ~ ~ ane, eOC1:lfflents f11:1i'ef:,~ ..-.-it!1 stH4 ~ne" trna at+ ~ 
ana ~1-effi.s. doaated B:r. -tfte ~, 5±:=a+± ~ ffiT4 rcmain #re ~~ ffl stH4 
~efpa1itr.' 

Sec. IS. R. S., c. 42, § 35, amended. Section 35 of chapter 42 of the revised 
statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 35. Custody of public documents; list of books purchased with state 
stipend. ffi ~ -te¥fft ane, ci:.I- w!:ere ft ~ ~ likaFr €~, -tfte H
bra:-iaa ffl -tfte ~ librarr ~ tril:asmi: *' 5-1:l-€fr HbraF)- at+ ~, ~.~aiac re
~ iMT4 otbr ~ ~;ffte 'E8"i'ffi 8f' ~ f.5 ~ ~ ~4 t8 reeei'l-e 
~ -tfte ~, ~ B:B :f'FO':idee ffi 5ectioas :8 affl :5, ftaa #re 5i!:ffie ~ ~ 
coastantly *ept ffi. sttffi likarr ~ #re tt5-e mffi berre4tt ffl at+ #re eitiECi7S; fta4 
-tf;,e The officers of 5ftffi every free public library, on or before the 1st day of May 
of each year, shall send to the Librarian of the State Library a report containing 
a list of all books and documents purchased with the state stipend for the pre
ceding year. The aid from the State, provided by section 33, shall be withheld 
from any city, town or village corporation until the report herein required to be 
made shall have been received by the Librarian of the State Library; and the· 
same shall also be withheld unless said report shall show that the laws and 
Maine reports trnd ~ ~~ furnished by the State are kept constantly 
in said Library B:5 required by t::is eec:imt for the free use and benefit of all the 
citizens.' 

Sec. 16. P. L., 1953, cc. 425, 427, repealed. Chapters 425 and 427 of the 
public laws of 1953 are hereby repealed. 

Effective August 20, 1955 

Chapter 186 

AN ACT to Extend the Power to Serve to Public Utilities Organized by Special 
Act of the Legislature. 

Be it enacted by the Peo]Jle of the State of Ma.ine, as follows: 

R. S., c. 44, § 58, amended. Section 58 of chapter 44 of the revised statutes 
is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof the following paragraph: 

'The Commission may authorize .any public utility organized by special act of 
the Legislature, to furnish or extend its service in, to or through any city or 
town notwithstanding any territorial linlitations, express or implied, in the 
special act of the Legislature by which it was organized, or in any special act of 
the Legislature under which it is enfranchised, and the powers and limitations of 
the Commission, hereby made applicable hereunder, shall be those applicable by 
law in like cases concerning public utilities organized under the provisions of 
sections 8 to IS, inclusive, of chapter 53. Any public utility organized by special 
act of the Legislature which is authorized hereunder in respect of service in, to 


	11
	12
	13
	Laws1955_p0159
	Laws1955_p0160
	Laws1955_p0161
	Laws1955_p0162
	Laws1955_p0163

