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SARDINE TAX SUSPENDED ON CERTAIN CASES 

PUBLIC LAWS, 1953 

Chapter 199 

171 

CHAP. 199 

AN ACT Suspending Sardine Tax on Certain Cases of Sardines. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. R. S., c. 14, § 246, amended. Section 246 of chapter 14 of the 
revised statutes, as enacted by chapter 2 of the public laws of 1951, is here
by amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 246. Excise tax on sardines. The packing of sardines is hereby 
declared to constitute the introduction of sardines into the channels of trade. 

An excise tax of 25c per case, as defined in subsections I, II and III of 
section 245, is hereby levied and imposed upon the privilege of packing 
sardines; provided, however, that if on April 1st of any year there shall 
remain unexpended in the hands of the treasurer of state from excise taxes 
collected under the provisions of sections 244 to 254, inclusive, the sum of 
$500,000, then such excise tax shall not be levied and imposed upon the 
privilege of packing sardines during the I2 months following such April 1st. 

The tax provided by this section shall be suspended on all cases of sar
dines described in subsection III of section 245 packed between January 
I, 1953 and January I, 1955.' 

Sec. 2. R. S., c. 14, § 248, amended. The 1st sentence of section 248 of 
chapter 14 of the revised statutes, as enacted by chapter 2 of the public 
laws of 1951, is hereby amended to read as follo·ws: 

'Every packer shall keep as a part of his permanent records, a record of 
all sardines packed; which said records shall be open for inspection at all 
times as her~inafter provided, and every packer shall on or before the roth 
day of each month render a report. to the state tax assessor,. stating the 
quantity of sardines packed by him during the preceding calendar month, 
on forms to be furnished by said state tax assessor, and at the same time 
shall pay to the state tax assessor the tax of25c per case on all sardines 
so reported as packed, except that the tax on items described in subsec
tion III of section 245 shall be suspended on all such items packed between 
January I, 1953 and January I, 1955.' 

Sec. 3. Effective date; refunds. The provISIOns of this act shall be 
retroactive to January I, 1953. The state tax assessor is hereby authorized 
and directed to make such refunds as may be necessary to give effect to the 
provisions of this act. 

Effective August 8, 1953 
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