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Chapter 155 

AN ACT Relating to the Laws of Divorce. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S., c. 153, § 69, amended. Section 69 of chapter 153 of the revised 
statutes is hereby amended by adding the following paragraph at the end 
thereof: 

'An original decree made pursuant to this section granting the care and 
custody of a minor child to the department of health and welfare shall not 
extend beyond the time when the child shall reach the age of 18 years. But 
upon application by the department, the court, for sufficient cause, may ex­
tend such decree to the time when the child shall reach the age of 21 years.' 

Effective _<\.ugust 8, 1953 

Chapter 156 

AN ACT Relating to Crediting of Property Taxes on Books of the State, 
and Making an Appropriation Therefor. 

Emergency preamble. VVhereas, the assessment or levying of taxes m 
unorganized territory is made by the state tax assessor; and 

Whereas, the method of crediting such taxes is now cumbersome and 
expensive; and 

Whereas, in order to facilitate such bookkeeping for the year 1953 It IS 
necessary that this act become effective when approved by the governor; 
and 

'iVhereas, in the judgment of the legislature these facts create an emer­
gency within the meaning of the constitution of lVlaine and require the fol­
lowing legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the 
public peace, health and safety; now, therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the Stnte of MeLine, as follows: 

Sec. I. R. S., c. 14, § 73-B, additional. 
utes is hereby amended by adding thereto 
73-B, to read as follows: 

Chapter 14 of the revised stat­
a new section, to be numbered 
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'Sec. 73-B. Property taxes to be credited upon assessments; paym.ent 
to be made quarterly. Notwithstanding any other provisions of statute 
to the contrary, the gross amount of property taxes assessed upon real 
and personal property in the unorganized territory through the state tax 
assessor for the benefit of any special fund or political subdivision of the 
state may be credited on the books of the state to the special fund or to 
the proper fiscal officer of the political subdivision. This provision shall 
not apply to supplemental assessments. The treasurer of state shall pay 
to such fiscal officer the amount of the tax so assessed, in equal quarterly 
amounts, on or before the last day of July, October, January and April fol­
lowing the date of such assessment. The amount of such assessment is 
hereby appropriated for the purposes· of this section. Upon collection by 
the state tax assessor, such taxes shall be deposited in the general fund. 
All abatements of such taxes shall be charged against the general fund 
and all interest and supplemental assessments shall be paid into the gener-al 
fund; and neither shall be charged against or credited to the special fund 
or political subdivision on account of which the tax was levied. Any excess 
of supplemental assessments over abatements hereby accruing to the gen­
eral fund shall be considered as reimbursement to the general fund for 
administrative expenses connected with the assessment of said taxes. The 
intent of the legislature hereby is to permit the administration of all real 
and personal property taxes in the unorganized territory through the gen­
eral fund as a matter of convenience and economy.' 

Sec. 2. R. S., c. 14, § 76, amended. Section 76 of chapter 14 of the re­
vised statutes, as repealed and replaced by section 5 of chapter 41 of the 
public laws of 1945, is hereby amended by repealing the last 2 sentences 
thereof. 

Sec. 3. R. S., c. 14, § 77-C, amended. Section 77-C of chapter 14 of the 
revised statutes, as enacted by section 9 of chapter 41 of the public laws 
of 1945 and as amended, is hereby further amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 77-C. Supervision, administration and sale of such lands. A copy 
of the lien certificate shall be filed in the office of the state tax assessor; 
and on the 30th day of March annually, whenever the state shall have 
acquired title to lands assessed for any state, county and forestry district 
taxes, the state tax assessor shall certify to the state controller the amount 
of unpaid taxes, interest and costs then outstanding_ :±£.e ~ controller 
5ffil:l1, ~ ~ county ~ .. te -B-e charged against aft aCCOi:lnt 46 -B-e 
lmo'Kft ..... "~ Ov;ned &elinquent ~ ~" aft4 te -B-e financed ~ 
~ ~ ..... ~ ~ appropriated ~ -tfte legislatl:lFe te ~ !t€-€etrnt 
Unpaid ~ state, county and forestry district taxes and interest and 
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costs on the books of the state shall be charged against ~ account the 
general fund. 

The state tax assessor shall, whenever the state acquires title to such 
lands, cause an inventory to be made of all such lands. Such inventory 
shall contain a description of the land, amount of accrued taxes by years 
cHarged again5t ~. "~ Qy;ned Delinquent ~ ~" account and 
such other information as may be necessary in the administration and 
supervision of such lands. A copy of such inventory shall be furnished to 
the forest commissioner prior to the convening of the legislature. The state 
tax assesSOr shall biennially make a report to the legislature not later than 
15 days after such legislature convenes. Such report shall contain a copy 
of the inventory of lands then owned by the state and such recommenda­
tions as to the disposition of these lands as the state tax 'assessor and the 
forest commissioner may wish to make. 

The state tax assessor shall, after authorization by the legislature, sell 
and convey any such lands; but shall in all cases of sales, except sales to the 
fonner owners of the lands, give public notice of the proposal to sell such 
lands and shall ask for competitive bids and shall sell to the highest bidder, 
with the right of rejecting all bids. No sales of such lands or any stump­
age thereon shall be made by the state tax assessor except by authorization 
of the legislature. 

The supervision, administration, utilization and vindication of the rights 
of the state in such lands shall be vested in the state tax assessor until title 
is conveyed or otherwise disposed of by the legislature. 

All moneys received from the sale or use of such lands shall be credited 
to the general fund mr4 ~ ~ m: ~ m'r ffIoaY ~e€Ui' ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~ lm:.T4J. sftB:ll, ~ credited -t8 m: charged again5t ~ general ~. 

The provisions of this section shall apply to lands acquired through tax 
sales and owned by the state.' 

Sec. 4. R. S., c. 14, § go, amended. Section 90 of chapter 14 of the re­
vised statutes, as repealed and replaced by section 15 of chapter 41 of the 
public laws of 1945, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. go. Taxes due from interest forfeited to be charged against un­
organized townships fund. After such timber and grass shall be wholly 
forfeited to the state, the state tax assessor shall certify to the state con­
troller the amount of unpaid taxes and interest then outstanding +fte ~ 
controller sftB:ll, ~ ~ coanty ~ -t8 ~ j3'ffi4 -t8 ~ county ~ 



CREDITING OF PROPERTY TAXES ON BOOKS OF STATE 141 

PUBLIC LAWS, 1953 CHAP. 156 

ttF-e'F; and such state, county and forestry district taxes and interest shall 
be charged to the unorganized townships fund in the township in which the 
forfeited interest in the public reserved lot is located.' 

Sec. 5. R. S., c. 14, § 95, amended. The 1st and 2nd sentences of sec­
tion 95 of chapter 14 of the revised statutes, as amended by section 20 of 
chapter 41 of the public laws of 1945, are hereby further amended to read 
as follows: 

'Taxes levied under the provisions of section 93 shall be paid to the state 
tax assessor on or before October 1st of each year Rft8, ~-?e 5fi.a.+.l, .s.e 
'Ef'e4H:e@, 6ft #!'e ~ ffi 4:ft.e ~ fe. 4:ft.e seyc:.-at county ffeaSUrCf'S 4:fte 
8:ffi:Oi:lnt ffi county ~ 5€; recch-ed, iHT4 -tffis aHrffiiffi ~ :ee ~ -B;- .j:fte 

treasurer ffi ~ fe. #.;.e 5€~ €:ffi:t::ty .ffeaSarer9 6ft 6¥ ~ 4:fte ~ 
~ ffi Deceu113er. Interest on such state and county taxes shall be charged 
at the rate of 6% per year after the 1st day of October following the date 
of the assessment iH14 sffiHJ, :J3.e credi:ea ~ #.;.e '5'€HeTth ~ ffi 4:fte sWe.' 

Sec. 6. R. S., c. 37, § I 48-F, amended. The 2nd sentence of section 
148-F of chapter 37 of the revised statutes, as enacted by section 3 of chap­
ter 410 of the public laws of 1951, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'The state tax assessor shall collect such taxes and deposit the receipts 
with the treasurer of state daily -an4 #;,e ~. 5-B- ee±+e€i:-e4 s~ ~ 
credited 6ft 4:ft.e ~ ffi #.;.e ~ fe. #.;.e tlHorgani;;;ed teHito:.-::,- ~Ha:+ 
y,-orIcing ~.' 

Sec. 7. R. S., c. 79, § 62, amended. The 4th and 5th sentences of section 
62 of chapter 79 of the revised statutes, as amended by section 32 of chap­
ter 4I of the public laws of I945, are hereby further amended to read as 
follows: 

'+fie sWe ~ assess"*, ~ ~ ~ ~ fiHS, ~ t.freffl. fe. ;ee 
remittee fe. 4:ft.e cOi:lnty treaSi:lrer in #;,e g.am.e fl.'l:i'mHef' as- j'l'fe-¥i:4ee ~ #.;.e 

comIty ~, pro',-ided, ho,;,,-e..-er, tfttt.t 4:ft.e treaSi:lrer ef 5ts.-te sft;M.l" ~en 
remitting fe. 4:ft.e coanty, ~ #.;.e ~ ~ ~ aHd county ~ in 5€j3'­

m;:a.te amounts iH14 designate 4:ft.e amoant ffi #.;.e ~ ~ ~ ~ee 

fre.nT ~ township Collection of such road repair taxes shall be enforced 
in the same manner as provided for the enforcement of collection of county 
taxes iH14 interest coUected sffiHJ, :J3.e credited fe. #.;.e '5'€Hera+ fi:tfi6: ffi #.;.e 

5ta-te.' 

Sec. 8. P. & S. L., 1951, c. 205, amended. The 4th and 5th sentences of 
chapter 205 of the private and special laws of I95I are hereby amended to 
read as follows: 
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'+fte 5We ~ assessor 5~ ~ s-tteft ~ tm4 ~ #rem ffi ~ 
rern:itte4 ffi ~e count:;- ;treasurers ffi 4e 5il:i1'l-e manner il:5 1'ro;-iEie4 fer 
~ €ount,- ~, j'lrO'.-iEiee, h07.-ever, -tftEH; 4e i:re~ s4i ~ 5ft.a.++, Wfteft 
¥effii-ttffi..g: te ~ COunties, y.emit 4e iH:e 1*6":ecti:e:'l: ~ aM county ~ ffi 
separate ftm61:mts tm6: design&fe 4e amolmt e4 4e ffi:.e 1*e:ection ~ 
collecte4 ~ ~e to ,,-nships e4 ~fffieF, Me~ tm6: ~neYille Collec­
tion of such fire protection tax shall be enforced in the same manner as 
provided for the enforcement of collection of county taxes Hn6: interes-t 
collecte4 5ft.a.++ ~ cre4iteEi te 4e -ge~ ffin.e, e4 4e sta-te_' 

Sec. 9. Limitation. The provisions of this act shall become effective as 
to taxes assessed for the year 1953 and thereafter- It is the intent of the 
legislature that taxes assessed for prior years be handled in accordance 
with the provisions of section 77-C of chapter 14 of the revised statutes as 
they existed prior to enactment of this act_ 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this 
act shall take effect when approved_ 

Effective April 13. 1953 

Chapter 157 

AN ACT Relating to Limitation of Actions When Death of Either Party 
Before Suit Commenced. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S., c. 99, § roo, amended. Section 100 of chapter 99 of the revised 
statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 100. Death of either party before suit is commenced. If a person 
entitled to bring, or liable to any action before mentioned, dies before or 
within 30 days after the expiration of the time herein limited therefor, and 
the cause of action survives, the action may be commenced by the executor 
or administrator at any time within ~ 20 months after his appointment, 
and not afterwards, if barred by the other provisions hereof; actions on 
snch claims may be commenced against the executor or administrator, after 
I year, or within I year subject to continuance without costs, and within ~ 
20 months after he has qualified as such executor or administrator, and not 
afterwards if barred by the other provisions hereof, except as provided in 
section 19 of chapter 152.' 

Effective August 8, 1953 
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