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1058 AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION 

CHAP. 119 RESOLVES, 1951 

Resolved: That the west traffic circle be officially named and referred. 
to as "Memorial Circle." 

Effective August 20, 1951 

Chapter 119 

RESOL VE, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution to Liberalize 
Liinitation of Municipal Indebtedness. 

Constitutional amendment. Resolved: Two-thirds of each branch of 
the legislature concurring, that the following amendment to the constitution 
of this state be proposed: 

Constitution, Art. IX, Section 15, repealed and replaced. Section IS of 
article IX of the constitution, as amended, is hereby repealed and the fol-
lowing enacted in place thereof: . 

'Section 15. No city or town shall hereafter create any debt or liability, 
which singly, or in the aggregate with previous debts or liabilities, shall 
exceed seven and one-half per cent of the last regular valuation of said city 
or town; provided, however, that the adoption of this article shall not be 
construed as applying to any fund received in trust by said city or town, 
nor to any loan for the purpose of renewing existing loans or for war, or 
to temporary loans to be paid out of money raised by taxation, during the 
year in which they are made.' 

Form of question and date when amendment shall be voted upon. Re
solved: That the aldermen of cities, the selectmen of towns and the 
assessors of the several plantations of this state are hereby empowered and 
directed to notify the inhabitants of their respective cities, towns and 
plantations to meet in the manner prescribed by law for calling and holding 
biennial meetings of said inhabitants for the election of senators and rep
resentatives at the next general or special state-wide election, to give in 
their votes upon the amendment proposed in the foregoing resolution and 
the question shall be: 

"Shall the constitution be amended as proposed by a resolution of the 
legislature to increase from 5% to 70% the limitation of municipal 111-

debtedness ?" 

And the inhabitants of said cities; towns and plantations shall vote by 
ballot on said question, those in favor of the amendment voting "Yes" upon 
their ballots and those opposed to the amendment voting "No" upon their 



APPROPRIATING MONEYS 

RESOLVES, 1951 

1059 

CHAP. 120 

ballots, and the ballots shall be received, sorted, counted and declared in 
open ward, town and plantation meetings and returns made to the office 
of the secretary of state in the same manner as votes for governor and 
members of the legislature, and the governor and council shall count the 
same, and if it shall appear that a majority of the inhabitants voting on 
the question are in favor of the amendment, the governor shall forthwith 
make known the fact by his proclamation, and the amendment shall there
upon, as of the date of said proclamation, become a part of the constitution. 

Secretary of state shall prepare ballots. Resolved: That the secretary 
of state shall prepare and furnish to the several cities, towns and plaJ;1ta
tions ballots and blank returns in conformity with the foregoing resolve, 
accompanied by a copy thereof. And be it further 

Resolved: That chapter 26 of the resolves of 1951, heretofore passed 
by the legislature, is hereby repealed and shall not be printed as part of 
the resolves in the session laws of I951. 

Effective August 20, 1951 

Chapter 120 

RESOL VE, Appropriating Moneys to Effectuate Salary Plan for State 
Employees. 

Emergency preamble. \Vhereas, because of the advancing high cost of 
living, salaries of state employees must be adjusted to such cost of living; 
and 

Whereas, great hardship will be caused among the employees unless such 
salary scale is adjusted; and 

·Whereas, efficiency of the administration of state government in all de
partments is vitally affected; and 

Whereas, efficient administration of state business is vital to the well
being of the state and to its citizens; and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the legislature these facts create an emer
gency within the meaning of the constitution of Maine and require the fol
lowing legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the 
public peace, health and safety; now, therefore, be it 

Appropriation for proposed salary plan. Resolved: That there be; and 
hereby is, appropriated from the general fund of the state the sum of 
$183,088 for the balance of the fiscal year ending June 30, I95I to place into 
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