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390 CROP DAMAGE BY DEER 

CHAP. 342 PUBLIC LAWS, 1951 

Chapter 342 

AN ACT Relating to Crop and Orchard Damage by Deer. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S., c. 33, § 84, amended. Section 84 of chapter 33 of the revised stat
utes, as revised, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 84. Crop and orchard damage. 

I. Any person may take or kill deer, night or day, on land owned or 
occupied by him, 4eer ~ fie €-aft ~ ~ fit ~ a€4; e4 ~ 
where substantial damage is being done by deer to a fruit tree or a crop,. 
including legumes, except grass; and he may authorize a member of his 
family or a person employed by him to take such deer. A person by 
whom, or under whose direction, such deer is wounded or killed shall 
within 12 hours report all the facts relative to such act fit y;riting ~ 
.Jryo fti.ffi to a fish and game warden. Such report shall state the time and 
place of such wounding or killing an-a ~ ~ e4 da:l'fia:ge 46fte .e,. 
~ 4eer. A person who kills such deer shall immediately properly dress 
the carcass or carcasses and care for the meat. The fish and game 
warden shall immediately investigate the case and if he is satisfied that 
the deer was taken as herein provided, he shall give the person a cer
tificate of his finding in the matter. Such certificate shall entitle such 
person to the ownership of the carcass or carcasses. 

II. The cultivator of any orchard or growing crop, including legumes, 
except grass, or the owner, mortgagee or keeper of said crops or orchard, 
may kill deer, or other protected wild animals, except beaver, or birds, 
night or day, ~ doing damage as provided in subsection 1. Said 
cultivator, owner, mortgagee or keeper shall within 12 hours make the 
report as provided in subsection I and shall dress the carcass, or carcasses, 
and care for the meat as provided in said subsection 1. The fish and 
game ·warden shall immediately investigate the case, and, if he is satisfied 
that the deer was taken as herein provided, he shall give said cultivator, 
owner, mortgagee or keeper a certificate of his finding in the matter. 
Such certificate shall entitle said cultivator, owner, mortgagee or keeper 
to the ownership of the carcass or carcasses. 

+l:Te 6W'fi6i', 6f' oee1:l]3ieF e4 ~, ftlentioned in sHBseetiol1 ~ e4 tffis. 
seffi.e.n 6f' .g;,e e111~h-a:tOF, ~, ffiortga:gee 8¥ k~, ffientioned ffi 
sUBseetion ~ e4 4ffl seetioft sJml.t ~ 5" ~ a#6i' fte diseo\-ers 
~ is 4a:ffia:ge ~ 4ene *' sM4 4rffi.t -tree, oreha:FEi 6f' ~~ ~ 
~ ~, .Jryo 4e€i' 8f' e#t6i' ]3roteeteEi a:niffia:ls, 8f' ~, ~ ~ 
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5i!:ffie ffi 7,witingo -te .ffte ee1tlH1iooiol1e¥ e.tftet: directly ffi' -te .ffte ffi+ai:14 
~ aM ~ v,'arden ffi ~ diotFici:; 5fti.4 €i'8f!', ffi' ~ ~, €if' 

ol'chard, ffl ~ 4aIl:1agoed. .£e:i4 COH1ffiiooioner ~ i:;herel1pOn ~ 
-te .&6 ft1aoE1..e 5i:tf:h, in:r,coi:;igoatiolT ir!! ffl neceooar-:r -te dei:;ermine 4:h-e ~, 
a-n4, * ~ Hn4; ~ daIl:1agoe im5 ~ ~ ir!! allegoed, 5-e 5ffiH+ ~
H.e ~f14: ~ 5fti.4 damagoe. 

III. It shall be unlawful to place salt or any other bait or food in any 
place for the purpose of enticing deer thereto. 

IV. Any dead deer found not having a tag attached thereto identifying 
the owner thereof shall be the property of the state and shall be seized 
by the first warden who finds said carcass, to be disposed of by direction 
of the commissioner. 

V. Whenever deer are doing damage to orchards and crops, including 
legumes, except grass, the department shall furnish to the owner or agent 
of such orchards and crops suitable repellents without cost to such owner 
or agent; and the commissioner may follow such other good conservation 
practice as will alleviate such damage. No claims for crop or orchard 
damage by deer or other protected animals or birds shall be paid by the 
state from any source or fund. 

¥. VI. Whenever the commissioner deems it impossible to keep deer 
from doing damage to young orchards, he may enter into an agreement 
with the owner of such orchard whereby the department will assume Yz 
the cost of fencing such orchard. 

J,q. #e damagoe 5ffiH+ .fJ.e j*ti4 -1:'tftEl.ei: .ffte pl'w;ioions s+ tffi:; ffie:p~ * ~ ~ s+ .ffte ~ en wffieh. .ffte daH1agoe occl1r:-ed 5ffiH+ ~ .eeei1 
~ agoaino:: !:l1ni:;iflgo a4; fti1Y -tHrte ~ .ffte €-l1ffoef14: ffi' preYiol1o 
spei1 ~ +er 4eei' hl1ntingo.' 

Effective August 20, 1951 

Chapter 343 

AN ACT Relating to Liens for Payment of Assessments on Real Estate. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S., c. 84, § I39, amended. The 1st paragraph of section 139 of chap
ter 84 of the revised statutes is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'All assessments made under the provisions of section 136 shall create a 
lien upon each and every lot or parcel of land so assessed and the buildings 
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