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'Sec. 73-C. Livestock to be tested for Bang's disease before sale; penalty 
for violation. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, partnership or 
corporation to sell, bargain or convey any bulls or female cattle 6 or more 
months of age, to any person, firm, partnership or corporation within the 
state, except to a licensed livestock dealer or to a recognized slaughtering 
establishment for immediate slaughter, unless such cattle have been tested 
for Bang's disease within 30 days and are accompanied by a health certifi
cate to be issued by the commissioner of agriculture, except that the provi
sions of this section shall not apply to certified (accredited) or certified 
vaccinated herds. Any person, partnership, association or corporation 
which shall violate the provisions of. this section shall be punished by a 
fine of not more than $200 for the Ist offense, and not more than $500 for 
each subsequent offense.' 

Effective August 20, 1951 

Chapter 325 

AN ACT-to Control and Eradicate Bang's Disease. 

Emergency preamble. vVhereas, Bang's disease, or what is commonly 
known as contagious abortion, is a serious menace to the cattle industry 
of the state; and 

\Vhereas, immediate action is necessary to check the spread of this di
sease to protect not only the cattle industry but also the health of the people; 
and 

Whereas, in the judgment of the legislature, these facts create an emer
gency within the meaning of the constitution of Maine and require the fol
lowing legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the pub
lic peace, health and safety; now, therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. R. S., c. 27, § 73, amended. Section 73 of chapter 27 of the re: 
vised statutes, as amended, is hereby further amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 73. Cattle to be tested for "Bang's disease." For the eradication 
of Bang's disease, the commissioner or his agent in charge of w.-e ~ 
livestock sanitary work shall continue to have blood drawn from the 
animals over 6 months of age in all herds in the state ~ by a regularly 
employed federal or state veterinarian or technician or an authorized, 
accredited veterinarian and tested at the state laboratory by what is known 
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as the blood agglutination test, and all animals showing a positive reaction 
to this test shall be identified by a "reactor" eartag and brand and shall be 
slaughtered, or quarantined and handled under direct supervision of the 
commissioner or his agent as provided under Plan "C," except vaccinated 
animals under 36 months of age .. Officially vaccinated animals over 36 
months of age may be retested before being classified as reactors.· Animals 
not officially vaccinated, shO\ving a suspicious reaction to the blood agglu
tination test, must be held on premises where found 4ar ee .~ and re
tested, or sold for slaughter only. The movement of officially vaccinated 
animals not over 24 months of age shall not be restricted. The movement 
of officially vaccinated animals between the ages of 24 and 36 months shall 
be restricted if the agglutination is higher than incomplete in 1-100.' 

Sec. 2. R. S., c. 27, § 73-A, amended. Section 73-'A of chapter 27 of 
the revised statutes, as enacted by section I of chapter 429 of the public 
laws of 1949, is hereby amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 73-A. Procedure for control and eradication. The commissioner 
of agriculture shall formulate the following methods of procedure for con
trolling and eradicating Bang's disease: 

Plan A-TEST AND ERADICATION (A Brucellosis-free herd without 
calfhood vaccination). 

This plan aims to establish a herd in which all animals Qver 6 months 
of age are negative to the official blood test and in which calfhood vaccin
ation is not being used. 

A certificate of accFeditation certification indicating freedom from Bang's 
disease, valid until the owner or the herd fails to comply with the require
ments of accFeditation certification, will be issued seffiiann1:1ally annually 
by the commissioner w±i:eft ~ eligible aniffials ffi ~ fter.d, ~ ~ :t 
€H' ffiffi'e consecutive ~ Mee4 ~ e:;:tended ~ & ~ ~ += 
fHonths, fI:ft4 w±i:eft ot1:er necessary j3r07dsions ~ ~ ~ &S ~ ~e4 

1:a¥e ~ cOffij3lied w*h. 

_'\ccredited Certified herds shall be tested sefniann1:1ally annually. The 
blood samples must be taken by officially approved veterinarians or tech
nicians and tested by the state laboratory. No Bang's vaccine ~ .&e is 
used in this herd. 

Plan B-CERTIFIED VACCINATED HERDS (Brucellosis-free herds 
using calfhood vaccination). 

This plan aims at increasing the resistance of calves so that they will be 
better protected against Bang's disease as adult animals. It combines the 
advantages of calfhood vaccination with eradication. 
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Officially vaccinated calves shall be vaccinated between the ages of 4 
and 8 months. 

A certificate of certification indicating freedom from Bang's disease, valid 
until the owner or the herd fails to comply with the requirements of cer
tification, will be issued frE!-miannnally annually by the commissioner ~ 
iM+ .,i'iffi.ln:t!;; ffi #Te ft.ef:e, ~ ~ i'l'lElnt~:s 8'f ~ ffit¥e 5-B:tisfactori±j- fliI5S€€' 
'3' ffi' ffim:e cElnsecntiyc ~ ~ ~ e:;:tenaea ~ n ~ 8'f += 
R1Elnths, w-fl,e:n, iM+ ~ betv[een ;j;fte ~ 8'f '* ttn4 g R1enths 5fint+ ffit¥e 
b-een efficially ,,-accinatea -by nn appFOyea ,,-c::erinarian ef' technician ami, 

repoFte4 te -tl,;,c 4eparhnent 8'f agFic1:1ltn:-e, ttn4 -.ffien ~ neee~ 
pFElvisioft5 8'f tfi.e ~ 5fint+ ffit¥e -B-een cOl:lplied -,,-it~:. 

CeFtiHed ~ 5fint+ -be ~ 5-€miannaally. +ftc ~ 5nffi~ 
fllol15t -be ~ -by Elfficially apprw.-ed ,,-eteFinariaft5 ef' technicians aftE!, 

~ -by tfi.e 5tnte laboFB:tElF;-. 

Officially vaccinated animals over 36 months of age may be retested be
fore being classified as reactors. 

The requirements for certification under Plans A and B are as follows: 

A ''herd'' shall be considered as including all animals over 6 months of 
age except steers, spayed heifers and officially vaccinated animals not more 
than 24 montp.s of age (except vaccinates not over 36 months old with 
blood titer not over incomplete in 1-100 dilution). 

A herd may be placed under supervision, for certification as Brucellosis
free, upon compliance with provisions governing the testing requirements 
of the cooperative state-federal program. 

Herds which have adopted practices leading to certification through the 
elimination of reactors, shall be retested at intervals of not more than 60 
days until negative, and again within 3 to 4 months following the date of 
the first clean test. Such herds may be certified as Brucellosis-free when 
they have passed at least 3 consecutive tests, with the 1st clean test and the 
certifying test not less than 12 months apart, provided the animals under 
30 months of age vaccinated as calves shall not be required to be negative 
to the test. 

Plan C-CALFHOOD VACCINATION IN REACTOR HERDS UN
DER OFFICIAL SUPERVISION AND QUARANTINE. 

+ffis ~ f.s. intendea 6ftl;- .fer hea'dly infectea ~ vd1eFein * f.s. J3i'i3:€=
~ ttn4 desirable te ~ FeactElFS '!:tl:14e;;: quaFantine restrictioft5 'l:i'fttH. 
.. -aceinated ~ ee:n -be TB:f.s.e4 .fer rcplacei'l'lents. This is a plan of con
trol by quarantine and calfhood vaccination for herds not yet in a position 
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to meet the requirements of Plan B. A herd owner who fails to remove, 
or cause to be removed, a reactor animal within IS days after such animal 
has been branded as such by the chief of the division of animal industry 
or his authorized agent shall be deemed to be operating under PIan C. 
~ ~ €ttiT ~ calf!:ooEl: vaccination a-5 iI: progFessiYe ~ toviarEl: 
enabling 4:e El:e'.-elopment ~ resistant ~ ~ Off!:ie!: Sft e..-entual1;
replace 4:e reactor €e'Yf5 ffi -tfte n:4t:H-t ±tei=4. 

The owner's herd shall be tested at least 2 times a year or as often as the 
state and federal officials deem necessary by an approved veterinarian or 
technician 'without expense to the owner, and reported to the department of 
agriculture. 

All calves shall be vaccinated between the ages of 4 to 8 months. 
Such vaccinations may be taken care of at the owner's discretion when a 
state or federal veterinarian is on the premises in connection with this pro
gram. Calves not so vaccinated ~ must be vaccinated at the proper 
age at the expense of the owner. All replacements shall be properly vac
cinated and under 6 years of age. 

All reactors in this herd must be tagged and branded. If the reactor tag 
is lost, the division of animal industry must be notified so that the tag can 
be replaced. 

This reactor herd i-;; shall be under official quarantine and must be satis
factorily and carefully managed so that it will in no way menace human 
health or the health of other herds and the fact of quarantine must be con
spicuously posted on the outside of the barn and milk room with at least 
2 signs supplied by the department. 

No milk or milk products shall be distributed from this herd unless it i5-
the milk has been properly pasteurized at the farm or at the milk plant 
~ it i5- set4 . 

The owner is personally responsible for keeping the cattle in this "C" 
Plan herd away from all physical contact with other cattle and is required 
to construct a double fence 6 feet apart where the pasture of this reactor 
herd is adjacent to a pasture harboring cattle of another herd. 

No cattle shall be removed from this herd, except veal calves for im
mediate slaughter, without permission from the chief of the division of ani
mal industry. All reactor animals removed from the herd must be slaugh
tered and their slaughter must be witnessed and reported by a state or 
federal official or other authorized agent. No indemnity shall be paid for 
cattle slaughtered from such Plan C herd unless, at the time of slaughter, 
the herd shall have had a clean test at least 60 days prior thereto. 
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+fte ~ ffl fte+4 aeeo1:lntasle ffir ~ anifnals ffi *Hs~. +fte €:ffie4i 
sf. -the dh-ision sf anin1a+ ind1:l5try fll1:l5ot ~ notified sf -the ~'~ iftt.e.n.
flea -te ~ ffi' Fen10".-e aflj" aniffials 4i-aFn -the fteffi ~ ¥ea+ ~ ffir 
iffinlediate 5Ia1:lg):ter. ~ reador aniffial5 ean ~ reill0";ed 4i-aFn -the fteffi 
~ ffir iffinlediate sla1:lg-hter an4 ~ slaug-hter ffii:t5't ~ v;itne5sed 
an4 re]?orte-ci €:t a 5-tat-e ffi' federal ~ ffi' ~ a1:lthorized ~. 

#e ~ €att+e s~:al1 ~ reffioyed4i-aFn 4e f:'Fenli5e5 vdtho1:lt 5]?eeial 
",witten t'eFffiis5ion 4i-aFn -the €:ffie4i ef -the s.i..-ision sf ni1'ffi.rat in s.1:lstF)'. 

No herd owner shall be allowed to operate under Plan C for a longer 
period than 36 months, at the end of which time the owner of such herd 
shall cause all natural reactors and all officially vaccinated reactors over 
36 months of age to be removed and slaughtered. The owner then must 
continue under Plan B. If the owner does not so continue the department 
of agriculture or its authorized agent is authorized to remove and cause to 
be slaughtered the reactor animals in the herd without payment of in
demnity. 

The owner or operator of a herd under Plan "C" who wilfully or diliber
ately violates any of the above provisions shall be punished by a fine of not 
less than $roo nor more than $500, or by imprisonment for not more than 
60 days, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

#e ~ffit;- 5fta1+ ~ ~ ffir reaetoF5 ffi #Hs fteffi ~ eM, Feaetors 
i1a¥e tJ.eeft ]?ro]?edy Feill0yed tH; -the ~'~ e1L]?ense, an4 -the ~ ±me y.e

eei¥e-d a aea.n -t-e5t €is 4a:r.; a#ef: ~ renl0yal. 

+fte ~ ~ eontin1:le wttft ~ ~ ffi' ene sf -the ~ ~ 
~ as ts satisfaetory -te -the de]?artffient sf agrieult1:lFe ttH4 -the UniteS. 
~ 131:lFea1:l sf aniffial ins.1:l5tFY ~ ~'~ di5ea~ ±me tJ.eeft eentrolled 
ffi ~ fteffi. +f -the ~ ~ fi'8'!; 6@0 eontin1:le, -the s.e]?aFtffieffi sf ~ 
e1:llt1:lFe ffi' ts ~ a1:lt±10rizes..~ ts a1:lthorizes. -te renl0ye aftEl, ~ 
-te ~ sla1:lg-MeFes. -the FeaetoF aniffia15 witho1:lt J3aYffien-t sf -the ins.effil1ity.' 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, 
this act shall take effect when approved. 

Effective May 16, 1951 
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